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Foreword

This volume collects my speeches and papers from the second half of 2005.

As this period began, the world was given a painful reminder of the ruthlessness
of freedom’s enemies. On the morning of July 7, members of a terrorist cell in Eng-
land detonated bombs throughout London’s public transportation system, killing 52
people and injuring more than 700. This attack took place as members of the G-
8 were meeting in Gleneagles, Scotland. The terrorists™ act illustrated the stark con-
trast between their hateful ideology and the hopeful vision of free nations—which
were at the very same time working on a plan for combating poverty and disease
in Africa.

During these months, America continued to take on the forces of radicalism
throughout the world. Our men and women in uniform continued their urgent mis-
sions in Afghanistan and Iraq, where their efforts brought the hope of democracy
to nations that had spent decades oppressed by tyranny. In Afghanistan, citizens
braved deadly attacks and threats of violence to participate in their country’s first
parliamentary election in more than 30 years. In Iraq, citizens overcame similar
threats to ratify a constitution, hold parliamentary elections, and put Saddam Hus-
sein on trial for decades of crimes against his people. At year’s end, I spoke to the
American people from the Oval Office and said, “I know this war is controversial—
yet being your President requires doing what I believe is right and accepting the
consequences. And I have never been more certain that America’s actions in Iraq
are essential to the security of our citizens and will lay the foundation of peace for
our children and grandchildren.”

While we worked tirelessly to defeat our enemies, my Administration also engaged
in extensive diplomacy with America’s allies. In August, I met with President Alvaro
Uribe of Colombia and discussed our mutual efforts to fight drug trafficking and ter-
rorism. In October, I continued America’s role in promoting Middle East peace by
hosting Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas at the White House. In November,
the First Lady and I traveled to Latin America, visiting Argentina, Brazil, and Pan-
ama. While there, I spoke about the importance of democracy, freedom, and social
justice in our hemisphere. And in my final international trip of the year, Laura and
I traveled to Asia, where I attended the leaders’ meeting of the Asia-Pacific Eco-
nomic Cooperation and visited China, Japan, Mongolia, and South Korea.

As America focused on these priorities abroad, we also made progress at home.
In July, I signed the “Patient Safety and Quality Improvement Act of 2005,” a bill
aimed at reducing medical errors and injuries through greater information-sharing
in the health care industry. The Congress approved—and I was proud to sign—the



“Dominican Republic-Central America Free Trade Agreement,” an economic pact
that promoted prosperity and sent a strong signal of support to young democracies
in the region.

In late August, America was shocked and saddened by the destruction caused by
Hurricane Katrina, the most destructive natural disaster in our Nation’s history. The
storm did widespread damage throughout the Gulf Coast, striking Louisiana, Mis-
sissippi, Alabama, and Florida—an area roughly the size of Great Britain. In New
Orleans, the breaching of the levees left much of the city underwater and devastated
the population. By the time the storm had passed, it had taken more than 1,300
lives. The Federal response to this catastrophe was unacceptable—and I pledged to
reform the Government’s emergency management procedures to ensure we were
better prepared for future natural disasters.

In September, I spoke to the American people from Jackson Square in New Orle-
ans and said that we would help rebuild communities that had been damaged or
destroyed by the hurricane. I told the people of the Gulf Coast, “I know that when
you sit on the steps of a porch where a home once stood, or sleep on a cot in a
crowded shelter, it is hard to imagine a bright future. But that future will come.
The streets of Biloxi and Gulfport will again be filled with lovely homes and the
sound of children playing. The churches of Alabama will have their broken steeples
mended and their congregations whole. And here in New Orleans, the street cars
will once again rumble down St. Charles, and the passionate soul of a great city will
return.”

Finally, the year saw dramatic change at the Supreme Court, with the retirement
announcement of Associated Justice Sandra Day O’Connor in July and the death of
Chief Justice William Rehnquist in September. I committed to nominate replace-
ments who would be prudent in exercising judicial power, firm in defending judicial
independence, and, above all, faithful guardians of the Constitution. America saw
these ambitious goals met with the confirmation of John Roberts as the 17th Chief
Justice of the United States in September. And as the year closed, another talented
jurist, Samuel Alito, awaited confirmation to our country’s highest court.
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Preface

This book contains the papers and speeches of the 43d President of the United
States that were issued by the Office of the Press Secretary during the period July
1-December 31, 2005. The material has been compiled and published by the Office
of the Federal Register, National Archives and Records Administration.

The material is presented in chronological order, and the dates shown in the head-
ings are the dates of the documents or events. In instances when the release date
differs from the date of the document itself, that fact is shown in the textnote. Every
effort has been made to ensure accuracy: Remarks are checked against a tape re-
cording, and signed documents are checked against the original. Textnotes and cross
references have been provided by the editors for purposes of identification or clarity.
At the request of the Office of the Press Secretary, the Bush property known as
Prairie Chapel Ranch in Crawford, Texas, is referred to simply as the Bush Ranch.
Speeches were delivered in Washington, DC, unless indicated. The times noted are
local times. All materials that are printed full-text in the book have been indexed
in the subject and name indexes, and listed in the document categories list.

The Public Papers of the Presidents series was begun in 1957 in response to a
recommendation of the National Historical Publications Commission. An extensive
compilation of messages and papers of the Presidents covering the period 1789 to
1897 was assembled by James D. Richardson and published under congressional au-
thority between 1896 and 1899. Since then, various private compilations have been
issued, but there was no uniform publication comparable to the Congressional
Record or the United States Supreme Court Reports. Many Presidential papers
could be found only in the form of mimeographed White House releases or as re-
ported in the press. The Commission therefore recommended the establishment of
an official series in which Presidential writings, addresses, and remarks of a public
nature could be made available.

The Commission’s recommendation was incorporated in regulations of the Admin-
istrative Committee of the Federal Register, issued under section 6 of the Federal
Register Act (44 U.S.C. 1506), which may be found in title 1, part 10, of the Code
of Federal Regulations.

A companion publication to the Public Papers series, the Weekly Compilation of
Presidential Documents, was begun in 1965 to provide a broader range of Presi-
dential materials on a more timely basis to meet the needs of the contemporary
reader. Beginning with the administration of Jimmy Carter, the Public Papers series
expanded its coverage to include additional material as printed in the Weekly Com-
pilation. That coverage provides a listing of the President’s daily schedule and meet-



ings, when announced, and other items of general interest issued by the Office of
the Press Secretary. Also included are lists of the President’s nominations submitted
to the Senate, materials released by the Office of the Press Secretary that are not
printed full-text in the book, and proclamations, Executive orders, and other Presi-
dential documents released by the Office of the Press Secretary and published in
the Federal Register. This information appears in the appendixes at the end of the
book.

Volumes covering the administrations of Presidents Herbert Hoover, Harry S.
Truman, Dwight D. Eisenhower, John F. Kennedy, Lyndon B. Johnson, Richard
Nixon, Gerald R. Ford, Jimmy Carter, Ronald Reagan, George Bush, and William
J. Clinton are also included in the Public Papers series.

The Public Papers of the Presidents publication program is under the direction
of Frances D. McDonald, Managing Editor, Office of the Federal Register. The se-
ries is produced by the Presidential and Legislative Publications Unit. The Chief
Editor of this book was Stacey A. Mulligan, assisted by William K. Banks, Loretta
F. Cochran, Lois Davis, Kathleen M. Fargey, Stephen J. Frattini, Michael J. Forcina,
Allison M. Gavin, Gwendolyn ]. Henderson, Diane Hiltabidle, Alfred Jones, Joshua
H. Liberatore, Heather N. McDaniel, Ashley Merusi, Amelia E. Otovo, Jennifer M.
Partridge, D. Gregory Perrin, Matthew R. Regan, and Michael J. Sullivan.

The frontispiece and photographs used in the portfolio were supplied by the
White House Photo Office. The typography and design of the book were developed
by the Government Printing Office under the direction of Robert C. Tapella, Public
Printer.

Raymond A. Mosley
Director of the Federal Register

Adrienne C. Thomas
Acting Archivist of the United States
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Remarks on the Resignation of Justice Sandra Day O’Connor From the

Supreme Court of the United States
July 1, 2005

Good morning. A short time ago, I had
a warm conversation with Justice Sandra
Day O’Connor, who has decided to retire
from the Supreme Court of the United
States. America is proud of Justice O’Con-
nor’s distinguished service, and I'm proud
to know her. Today, she has the gratitude
of her fellow citizens, and she and John
and their family have our respect and good
wishes.

Sandra Day O’Connor joined the Na-
tion’s highest court in 1981 as the first
woman ever appointed to that position.
Throughout her tenure she has been a dis-
cerning and conscientious judge and a pub-
lic servant of complete integrity. Justice
O’Connor’s great intellect, wisdom, and
personal decency have won her the esteem
of her colleagues and our country.

Under the Constitution, I am responsible
for nominating a successor to ]ustice
O’Connor. I take this responsibility seri-
ously. I will be deliberate and thorough
in this process. I have directed my staff,
in cooperation with the Department of Jus-
tice, to compile information and rec-
ommend for my review potential nominees
who meet a high standard of legal ability,
judgment, and integrity and who will faith-
fully interpret the Constitution and laws of
our country.

As well T will continue to consult, as
will my advisers, with Members of the

United States Senate. The Nation deserves
and T will select a Supreme Court Justice
that Americans can be proud of. The Na-
tion also deserves a dignified process of
confirmation in the United States Senate,
characterized by fair treatment, a fair hear-
ing, and a fair vote. I will choose a nominee
in a timely manner so that the hearing and
the vote can be completed before the new
Supreme Court term begins.

Today, however, is a day to honor the
contributions of a fine citizen and a great
patriot. Many years ago, Sandra Day
O’Connor chose the path of public service,
and she served with distinction as a legis-
lator and a judge in Arizona before joining
the Supreme Court. When President Ron-
ald Reagan appointed Justice O’Connor 24
years ago, Americans had high expectations
of her, and she has surpassed those expec-
tations in the performance of her duties.

This great lady, born in El Paso, Texas,
rose above the obstacles of an earlier time
and became one of the most admired
Americans of our time. She leaves an out-
standing record of service to the United
States, and our Nation is deeply grateful.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:16 a.m. in
the Rose Garden at the White House.
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Message on the Observance of Independence Day, 2005

July 1, 2005

Since July 4, 1776, Americans have expe-
rienced freedom’s power to overcome tyr-
anny, inspire hope in times of trial, and
turn the creative gifts of men and women
to the pursuits of peace. Across generations,
our Nation has defended and advanced lib-
erty.

The words of our Founding Fathers first
guided a country of 4 million souls, yet
they put large events in motion. When the
Liberty Bell sounded at the first public
reading of the Declaration of Independ-
ence, one who witnessed the birth of free-
dom in our country said, “It rang as if
it meant something.” In our time it means
something still. America continues to pro-
claim liberty throughout the world, and we
remain a country full of hope and promise
where opportunity thrives, where all stand
equal before the law, and where our free-
doms are celebrated.

The President’s Radio Address
July 2, 2005

Good morning. Laura and I wish all
Americans a happy Fourth of July weekend.
I look forward to celebrating Independence
Day with the people of Morgantown, West
Virginia. On the Fourth of July, we remem-
ber the vision and conviction of America’s
Founders. We remember the ideals of lib-
erty that led men from 13 Colonies to gath-
er in Philadelphia and pen a declaration
of self-evident truths. And we remember
the extraordinary personal courage that
made their efforts a success. Doctor Ben-
jamin Rush said that signing the Declara-
tion of Independence was “like signing your
own death warrant.” He signed it anyway—
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Americans live in freedom because of the
enduring power of our ideals. In the midst
of World War II, President Franklin Dela-
no Roosevelt reminded our troops that our
Nation believes in the “right to liberty
under God—for all peoples and races and
groups and nations, everywhere in the
world.” Today, a new generation of Ameri-
cans continues to defend our Nation and
spread freedom. On this Fourth of July,
we honor the brave men and women of
our military, and their families, and we ex-
press our gratitude for their courage, dedi-
cation to duty, and love of country.

Laura and I send our best wishes to all
Americans on Independence Day. May God
bless you, and may God continue to bless
America.

GEORGE W. BUusH

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this message.

right above his fellow Pennsylvania dele-
gate, Benjamin Franklin.

On Independence Day, we are also
mindful that the promises of the Declara-
tion have been secured by the service and
sacrifice of every generation. America’s first
defenders were mostly farmers, artisans,
and shopkeepers who waged a desperate
fight for independence. Our Union was
preserved through the costly battles of the
Civil War, including one at Vicksburg that
ended on Independence Day, 1863. And
we live in freedom because Americans pre-
vailed in the hard-fought struggles of the
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20th century from the Marne and Nor-
mandy to Iwo Jima and Inchon Bay. Amer-
ica is home to 25 million military veterans,
and we will always be grateful for their
unselfish courage.

Today, a new generation of Americans
is defending our freedom against deter-
mined enemies. At posts in Afghanistan,
Iraq, and around the world, our men and
women in uniform are taking the fight to
the terrorists overseas, so that we do not
have to face the terrorists here at home.
And by freeing millions from oppression,
our Armed Forces are redeeming a uni-
versal principle of the Declaration that all
are created equal, and all are meant to
be free. Those who serve today are taking
their rightful place among the greatest gen-
erations that have worn our Nation’s uni-
form.

The burden of war falls especially hard
on military families, and I thank them for
the support they give our troops in their
vital work. Some of America’s finest men
and women have given their lives in the
war on terror, and we remember them on
Independence Day. We pray for the fami-
lies who have lost a loved one in freedom’s
cause. And we know that the best way to
honor the lives that have been given in
this struggle is to complete the mission,
so we will stay in the fight until the fight
is won.

In this time of testing, all our troops
and their families can know that the Amer-
ican people are behind them. On this
Fourth of July weekend, I ask every Amer-
ican to find a way to thank men and

women defending our freedom by flying
the flag, sending letters to our troops in
the field, and helping the military family
down the street. The Department of De-
fense has set up a web site,
americasupportsyou.mil. You can go there
to learn about private efforts in your own
community. At this time when we celebrate
our freedom, we will stand with the men
and women who defend us all.

In the summer of 1776, John Adams
called the American Revolution “the most
complete, unexpected, and remarkable of
any in the history of nations.” And 229
years later, history has proved him right.
The Fourth of July is a day to be proud
of our heritage as freedom’s home and de-
fender. It is a day to be confident in the
future, because the spirit of our Founders
still shapes the conscience of our country.
Above all, it is a day to give thanks to
God for His many blessings on America
and for the privilege to call ourselves citi-
zens of this special land. I hope all Ameri-
cans enjoy a memorable and safe Inde-
pendence Day celebration.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:50 a.m.
on July 1 in the Cabinet Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on Jul
2. The transcript was made available by the
Office of the Press Secretary on July 1 but
was embargoed for release until the broad-
cast. The Office of the Press Secretary also
released a Spanish language transcript of this
address.

Interview With Foreign Print Journalists

June 30, 2005

The President. Just a couple of com-
ments. One, I'm looking forward to going
to the G-8. It’s always a good opportunity
to talk about common values, common in-

terests, ways we can work together to im-
prove the world. I'm looking forward to
seeing the leaders. I've got a good personal
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relationship with the leaders. It's a good
chance to visit.

Agenda items are—important agenda
items: Africa, I just gave a speech on the
continent of Africa; global climate change,
it’s important to move the debate beyond
the Kyoto era and talk about what we can
do together to improve the environment.
I'm looking forward to that. One of the
things there hasn’t been much focus on
is, there will be time to discuss progress
in the Middle East—the Middle East peace
process. Jim Wolfensohn is coming to dis-
cuss a way forward, how we can all help
the Palestinians improve their security, en-
hance the entrepreneurial spirit so people
can see their lives improve. We're looking
forward to that.

Anyway, it’s going to be a good trip. I'm
looking forward to going to Denmark. The
Prime Minister is a friend. He’s a good
man. He’s got a good, strong backbone.
When he says he’s going to do something,
he means it. I'm looking forward to seeing
Her Majesty the Queen. It's going to be
a good experience. I've never been to Den-
mark, so I'm looking forward to going.

Charlie, we’ll start with you, and then
we'll do a couple of rounds, and Tl let
you all go get some lunch.

Aid to Africa

Q. All right. My first question really is
an aid question, with respect to Africa. Mr.
Blair has really been pressing this issue of
dramatically increased aid to Africa. You
have substantially increased U.S. assistance
to Africa, but on the other hand, it falls
way short of what Mr. Blair has been asking
for. You've been really, I think, fairly cool
to both the $25 billion that he’s asked and
the commitment for, what is it, seven-
tenths of a percent of GDP for foreign
assistance.

The President. A couple of comments on
that. One is that our aid increase has been
dramatic. We've tripled our aid since I've
been President, and I just announced today
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that I'll ask Congress to double it by 2010,
which is a significant increase.

Secondly, though, youve got to look at
Africa as more than just aid. Aid is one
aspect of participating on the continent in
a compassionate way. Trade is a vital part
of lifting people out of poverty.

The other thing is, you know, there’s all
kinds of ways to calculate generosity. I hap-
pen to think that the formula that some
people try to use is not an effective way
to judge America’s generosity or a fair way.
For example, we've got a Tax Code struc-
ture to encourage private citizens to con-
tribute. And so I will remind our G-8
friends that aid to developing countries is
more than just grants from Government.
It is grants from Government. It is gen-
erous contributions by private individuals,
and we contribute billions on an annual
basis.

I'm also going to tell people that a com-
passionate policy is one that focuses less
on formulas and more on improving peo-
ple’s lives. And so today I talked about
the malaria initiative, for example. There’s
a great place where the G-8 countries can
come together and help nations on the con-
tinent of Africa eradicate malaria.

So I'm going to the G-8 with an agenda,
where we've been the leader. The HIV/
AIDS initiative was a powerful statement
of our compassion and our willingness to
take the lead on a lot of issues.

Klaus.

Iraq/War on Terror

Q. Another subject which will be in some
way at the G-8 meeting also, Iraq. Den-
mark is contributing a substantial propor-
tion of the amount of troops to the conflict.
Your most recent speech continuously
made the link between the conflict and 9/
11. How do you react towards those who
say that connection has been disproved and
that growing skepticism in this country and
even more in Europe cannot simply be dis-
missed by your resolve to stay the course,
as you say?
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The President. My point was, about Sep-
tember the 11th, is that America was at-
tacked, and now we’re at war in a global
war on terror. That’s the connection with
September the 11th. Some in Europe, I
recognize, view September the 11th as a
terrible moment. We view it as not only
a terrible moment but a clear indication
that we're at war with an ideology, people
that are willing to use terror to spread their
ideology. So my speech, if you look care-
fully at how it was written—I'm confident
you did, Klaus—shows that I was making
the connection between the attack and the
global war on terror that we now face—
and the ideology of those who attacked us
is very similar to those that have now gone
into Iraq to try to stop the progress—and
make clear, our strategy is to find the ter-
rorists, bring them to justice before they
harm us here, as well as defeat the ideology
of hate with an ideology of hope, and that’s
democracy. Our strategy in Iraq is to pro-
mote a stable democracy, in other words,
encourage political progress and, at the
same time, train up the Iragis so they can
do the fighting.

And I look forward to sharing my
thoughts about the progress we are making
with your Prime Minister. They've been—
Denmark has been a steadfast ally, and I
know he has obviously stood strong in the
face of political pressures, made a decision
based upon what he thought was right for
the world, spreading peace.

I strongly believe that we're laying the
foundation for peace for generations to
come. I reject the notion that certain coun-
tries cannot be democratic. 1 view that
elitist—I view that as condemning people
to hopelessness. Our policy up to now,
prior to September the 11th, was, “Why
don’t we just kind of tolerate tyranny and
hope for the best.” It doesn’t work that
way, and we learned a strong lesson.

The speech, I think youll see, was that
the attack indicated we're at war, and Iraq
is part of that war. Otherwise, why would
people be pouring into the country trying

to defeat us? Why? Because they fear de-
mocracy. They fear the competing ideology
that is a hopeful ideology.

Joe.

U.S. Aid to Africa

Q. Mr. President, a question about your
malaria program.

The President. Sure.

Q. By the time we get back to the office,
there will probably be a statement from
some group praising your proposal but say-
ing once again,"Why didn’'t the President
go through the Global Fund to Fight
AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria?” Why do
a separate program?

The President. Well, first of all, we are
supporting the Global Fund. But like our
AIDS Initiative, we also feel it is an effec-
tive way to achieve results. See, you just
asked a process question. Youre assuming
somebody is going to—let’s focus on the
process. What I want the world to do is
focus on how best to get the job done,
how best to achieve the objective.

And so our strategy has been two-fold:
one, support the Global Fund; but on the
other hand, target specific countries. And
if you noticed, I said in there, this will—
we're taking the lead. We want people to
follow. We want people in other countries
to follow—we want people to follow. And
the United States Government is going to
take the lead. The Gates Foundation is tak-
ing the lead, and I call upon other govern-
ments, other foundations, to do the same.
So our strategy is one of results, how best
to achieve the objective.

Give me your name again.

Q. Olivier. You can call me Mr. Knox.
That’s fine. [Laughter]

The President. Pretty good. Pretty good
retort. [Laughter] Very good. Olivier.

Iran

Q. Thank you, sir. Sir, were you sur-
prised when you heard the allegations that
the President-elect of Iran might have been
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one of the people who took Americans hos-
tage in Tehran? And do you have any infor-
mation that would confirm or refute those
charges?

The President. 1 have no information, but
obviously, this is—his involvement raises
many questions, and knowing how active
people are at finding answers to questions,
I'm confident they’ll be found. And I spoke
to Prime Minister Blair this morning, spoke
to Chancellor Schroeder the other day. I
look forward to speaking to Jacques Chirac
when we get to Scotland.

My message is, is that it’s very important
at this moment for the EU-3 to send a
strong message to the new person there
that the world is united in saying that you
should not be given the capabilities of en-
riching uranium, which could then be con-
verted into a nuclear weapon. In other
words, we've got a new man who has as-
sumed power, and he must hear a focused
message. I was pleased with Gerhard
Schroeder’s statement here, and Prime
Minister Blair can speak for himself. But
let me just say, I believe the EU-3’s mes-
sage is going to be a very strong message,
and that’s where our message is—that’s
where my attention is focused right now.

In order to achieve a diplomatic objec-
tive, it’s very important to have clear goals.
And we have a clear goal, and that is to
say to the Iranians—well, there’s a clear
understanding that Iran should not have a
nuclear weapon. It would be a very desta-
bilizing, dangerous situation. And the world
is speaking in one voice, and so the mes-
sage now to the new leader is a very strong
message.

Charlie.

Trade With Africa

Q. With regard to trade, African leaders
have been pretty loud in pointing out that
subsidies and tariffs are a tremendous
handicap to the development of trade. Eu-
rope, in particular, has been hostile to real-
ly lifting tariffs and subsidies. Any chance
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of any movement on that, within the con-
text of the G-8?

The President. Well, I appreciate you
bringing that up. The African Growth and
Opportunity Act, signed by my predecessor
and extended by the Congress in my ad-
ministration, is working. I want to remind
people that ultimately it’s commerce, trade,
economic growth that will overwhelm the
need for aid itself. And exports from sub-
Sahara Africa to the United States are up
88 percent because we've opened up our
markets.

The best approach to dealing with Eu-
rope—and our own subsidies for that mat-
ter—on agricultural matters, is to go to the
Doha round of the WTO and jointly de-
clare that we’re going to get rid of all agri-
cultural subsidies. That has been our pro-
posal.

The other thing is, it’s very important
for African nations themselves to eliminate
the barriers of trade intracontinent, be-
tween themselves. There are, if you look—
at least there was the last time I looked—
there were some impediments to trade
amongst the African nations. And so the—
we've all got responsibilities to make trade
freer.

I said in my speech today that it's—the
World Bank estimated that a successful
Doha round—in other words, a new trading
regime that enabled all countries to trade
freely, would lift 140 million people out
of poverty, in their estimate. And that’s why
this Doha round is very important. And
so we'll spend time articulating how best
to continue moving forward on the Doha
round. That’s probably the most—the place
where youre going to find that would be
most effective in being able to deal with
the subsidies, whether it be the EU or our
own subsidies for that matter.

Klaus.

Guantanamo Bay Detainees

Q. Guantanamo is still a very hot topic
for many Europeans. After 3 years, there
are still prisoners there who haven’t had



Administration of George W. Bush, 2005 / July 3

their case heard. And the U.N. now are
talking about investigating secret U.S. pris-
ons and detainee facilities. Is that a thing—
in the investigation, the U.S. would cooper-
ate with? And don’t you have fears that
this is going to harm the U.S. image a
lot if this situation goes on for years?

The President. Well, T think—I think if
the truth is not told, it's a problem. But
let’s talk about the truth, in terms of Guan-
tanamo. First of all, there’s inspections 24
hours a day, 7 days a week available for
the International Red Cross. There’s been
a lot of press contingents down to take
a look at the situation firsthand and a lot
of congressional folks going down. In other
words, a lot of people—there’s a trans-
parent situation there.

I think we probably had about 800 or
so people detained there, and remember,
Klaus, I made a decision as to what to
do with people swept off of a battlefield
who didn’t wear uniforms. I mean, this is
a different kind of war. I made the decision
they would be treated humanely, just like
the Geneva Accords insist, and they have
been.

Of the 800 detained, some 200 or so
have been sent back to their countries. In
other words, we screened and analyzed and
took a look at whether they would be a
threat again. I'm in a dilemma—at one
point during this process, because people
were let back out on the—sent back to
a country, and they ended up killing an
American. What do I tell the loved one?
In other words, these people were fighting.
They were fighters. They were on the bat-
tlefield.

Secondly, I agree with you. We need to
make sure there is a way forward. And
that’s why I set up military commissions.
But the military—and by the way, in a mili-
tary commission, people would have law-
yers; they would have—there would be pro-
cedures, court procedures. Unfortunately—
or fortunately, I shouldn’t—let me take that
back—what has happened has been that

our court system is analyzing, making a ju-

dicial decision as to whether or not the
military—these people should be tried in
a military commission or in a civilian court,
and were awaiting a verdict on that. And
once that happens, then there will be a
way forward.

Joe.

Debt Relief/Development Grants

Q. Mr. President, a question about debt
cancellation.

The President. Yes.

Q. The G-8 finance ministers came up
with a figure of 18 countries. Shortly after
that, a number of African Presidents meet-
ing in Nigeria said, “It’s a good start. We’d
like more.” Is that 18 figure carved in
stone, or is there

The President. Not at all, Joe. There’s
a—it’s a criterion-based agreement, and
that other countries will be able to qualify
for debt forgiveness as well. So there’s a
way forward for the other countries that
they expressed concerns about.

The other thing is, is that I would hope
people would take notice of the initiative
that I proposed a couple of years ago, and
that is the World Bank, in its desire to
help developing nations, give grants as op-
posed to loans. And we're making progress
toward that goal. Jim Wolfensohn did a fine
job of making progress toward that goal,
and Paul Wolfowitz will continue toward
that goal.

But the idea is that we're relieving the
pressure on the balance sheet. But govern-
ments have got to make good choices.
They've got to be willing to invest and fight
corruption, kind of like the criterion in our
Millennium Challenge Account, which is a
very important initiative. It's one I called
on Congress to fund. Congress has been
reluctant to fully fund our request because
we haven't got the money out the door
fast enough. And so my message today was,
like it has been the last couple of times
I've talked about Millennium Challenge Ac-
count, we'll do a better job of processing
and moving along.
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Olivier.

Q. Thank you, sir.

The President. One more round after
this, so everybody be preparing your ques-

tions.

Sudan

Q. On Darfur, sir, the Deputy Secretary
of State told the House Foreign Relations
Committee this week or last that the
United States and Europe shouldn’t send
troops to Darfur because they would come
up against bloodthirsty, coldblooded killers.
Does this mean that the bloodthirsty, cold-
blooded killers can set the agenda in
Darfur? And what do you say to some crit-
ics who say that your administration is eas-
ing off Sudan because of good counterter-
rorism intelligence cooperation?

The President. That’s a preposterous
claim. It’s not even close to the truth. First,
my administration, with Jack Danforth and
Colin Powell’s good work, helped solve the
north-south civil war. And now we’re work-
ing close—working with parties to get that
peace agreement implemented.

Secondly, the strategy, an effective strat-
egy, is to work with the AU—African
Union—and use AU forces to help keep
the warring parties apart while we continue
to press the Sudanese Government as well
as rebel groups for a comprehensive settle-
ment. And the United States has helped—
worked with NATO and the EU to provide
logistical support for the movement of
7,700 troops into Darfur.

Today I announced it will help build 16
additional base camps; it will provide main-
tenance services, as well as C-130 to help
remove Rwandan troops. We spend a lot
of time on this important issue. Ours is
a nation that called this a genocide. And
we take this situation in Darfur very seri-
ously—and, by the way, lead in terms of
aid and working with other nations. Can-
ada, by the way, has come up with a big
tranche of aid the other day, for which
we're grateful.

Charlie.
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Zimbabwe

Q. What are you telling or asking Thabo
Mbeki now, as Robert Mugabe intensifies
his crackdown against his opposition in
Zimbabwe?

The President. As you know, Thabo
Mbeki was here. You might remember, I
did go to South Africa as well. And my
message has been very consistent: “You're
a great democracy. Youre showing the
world what is possible after the terrible pe-
riod of apartheid. In other words, you
showed how to reconcile differences, and
you're a very strong nation on the continent
of Africa. And next door to you is a person
that is destroying a country because of bad
policy, and it’s not right. And the nations
in the neighborhood must be strong.”

I was asked yesterday, are we willing to
tie some of our aid to the position that
nations take on Zimbabwe? I said no be-
cause I don’t want people to suffer as a
result of—more people to suffer as a result
of Zimbabwe. In other words, our aid is
focused at people.

And on the other hand, working with
nations and providing help and aid and
trade and, you know, partnering does give
us a chance to lend our voice to others
who are saying, “This has got to change
in Zimbabwe.” He is a terrible example.

Q. Are you disappointed in Mbeki?

The President. T'm disappointed in
Mugabe. He is—Zimbabwe was a bread
basket, provided a lot of food on a con-
tinent that often needs food, and its a
country being wrecked. And I am—the
world needs to speak very clearly about
the decisions he has made and the con-
sequence of the decisions he has made.

Klaus.

President’s Upcoming Visit to Denmark

Q. You have already expressed your ad-
miration for the Danish Prime Minister,
but I wondered if there were other good
reasons behind your decision to take the
detour to our tiny country like Denmark
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and even ruining part of your birthday by
doing that? [Laughter]

The President. No, no, it's enhancing it—
it’s enhancing it. Listen, Denmark has been
a great friend of the United States for
years. And I hope my visit sends a state-
ment to the Danish people: Thank you for
the friendship. I don’t expect everybody to
agree with the decisions my administration
has made

Q. You know there will be demonstra-
tions in Denmark?

The President. That’s fine. Good. That’s
the great thing about going to a free soci-
ety, see. One of the things about—a won-
derful thing about freedom is, people are
able to express their opinions, and I expect
people to express their opinions.

On the other hand, I would hope my
visit says to the Danish people that America
respects you and we share values. And
those shared values are important. They're
universal values. They're not American val-
ues or Danish values. They're universal val-
ues, freedom of speech and minority rights,
human dignity.

So I'm looking forward to it. Selfishly,
I'm looking forward to going to Denmark.
I've never been there, and I can’t wait to
see it. Now, admittedly, I'm not going to
take the typical tourist tour. I don’t expect
youll find me walking the streets of—you
know, in the evening, arm in arm with my
wife. On the other hand, I bet I get to
see enough of the country to give me a
good sense of the beauty of the country.
I'm really looking forward to it.

Q. Do you plan to bring all your family
members and your wife?

The President. T'm bringing wife, for cer-
tain, and a family member. All my family
members? It’s a lot. [Laughter] If you're
talking about my daughters, one of my
daughters will be accompanying me. Thank
you for asking.

Joe.

Group of Eight/Africa

Q. Mr. President, David Dodge, the
Governor of Canada’s Central Bank, ques-
tions the whole G-8 process, saying it really
shouldn’t be focusing on Africa and climate
change but rather global prosperity and
economic imbalances. And he says that a
new mechanism, a new institution is need-
ed that includes China, India, and South
Africa. What do you think about that?

The President. You know, the G-8 con-
ferences used to be focused strictly on
global—you know, economic—our respec-
tive economies, and it’'s an economic dis-
cussion. And it’s an interesting growth out
of just talking about economics to just un-
derstanding that together we can make a
difference by helping developing nations
grow their economies as well. It's really
what you're talking about.

The ultimate success on the continent
of Africa is going to be whether or not
strong economies develop, being able to
give people a chance to succeed. And many
of the initiatives we're focused on will lay
the conditions for economic growth. And
you can’t grow if you're at war. That's why
I talked about the peacekeeping initiatives.
You can’t grow if you've got a huge part
of the future of your nation being wiped
out because of HIV/AIDS. It’s very difficult
to grow if you don’t educate your women,
and that’s why I announced a very strong
initiative for the education of girls on the
continent of Africa. These are projects—
it’s hard to grow when you've got a million
people dying of malaria because of the in-
ability to treat a mosquito bite.

I mean, there’s something very practical
about dealing with—dealing with, on the
continent of Africa, the nations, helping na-
tions, partnering nations. And I think it
speaks to the admonition that “To whom
much is given, much is required.” And so
I find this an important part of an agenda.

It shouldn't be the only agenda. We're
definitely talking about the environment,
definitely talking about Africa. But we’ll
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also be talking about the Palestinian con-
flict. There’s a chance for G—8 nations, de-
veloped nations to help the Palestinians.
Welll be talking about our economies.
There’s always a nice discussion about cur-
rency, for example—an interesting part of
the dialog. And I find it interesting to talk
with other nations about what they are
doing to stimulate their economies.

I suspect this G-8—in other words, there
will be very—current events will be dis-
cussed one way or the other. Iraq, of
course, will be discussed. But obviously,
one of the interesting parts of this G-8
that folks will be looking at will be the
recent issues within the EU. And my mes-
sage there will be the same as it was here
when Jose Barroso and others came,
Juncker came, and I said, “Look, we want
Europe to succeed. We want there to be
a Europe that is whole, free, and at peace.
And we want Europe to be successful in
its enterprise, and we want it to be grow-
ing.” I mean, after all, we've got enormous
trade with Europe, and trade is an impor-
tant part of raising standards of living. If
that’s the case, you want your trading part-
ner to be healthy. And so well be dis-
cussing—I'm confident there will be some
discussions about what has taken place.

I'm looking forward to it. In other words,
a broad agenda makes sense to me.

G-8 Membership/Kyoto Protocol

Q. But just a quick follow up

The President. Yes.

Q. What about including India and China
and South Africa?

The President. Well, no, India and China
and South Africa will be there. Absolutely.
There will be some African nations there.
There will be India, China, Brazil, and
Mexico—I can’t remember all the na-
tions—but yes, there will be a forum or
a discussion including those countries.

I'm particularly interested in discussing
energy with China. One of the—we had
a problem with Kyoto because Kyoto would
have—we didn’t think the way forward to
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really achieve an objective we wanted be-
cause, first of all, Kyoto would really have
hurt our economy a lot. Kyoto didn’t in-
clude countries like India and China. And
now is the chance to work with developed
nations and developing nations to develop
a way to share technologies, for example,
that will enable us to achieve the objective
we want.

And the United States recognizes there’s
warming, and that some of that is caused
by manmade emissions. But we also recog-
nize that were dependent upon foreign
sources of oil. We want to diversify away
from fossil fuels, and we want to help de-
veloping nations do the same. And so we
have a great opportunity, because of the
presence of these nations at this moment
to discuss how to go forward. And so, he’s
right. They should be included, and they
are.

Final question, Olivier.

First Lady’s Upcoming Visit to Africa

Q. Thank you, sir. Sir, youre coming
back stag from Europe

The President. Coming back?

Q. Stag. Your wife is going on to Africa.

The President. That’s an accurate state-
ment.

Q. We understand from African sources
that she’s going to South Africa, Tanzania,
and

The President. Interesting way to put it.
You could have said, “You're coming back
alone from Europe,” or “Youre coming
back sans”

Q. Oooh! [Laughter]

The President. But you say, “You're com-
ing back stag.”

Q. If I'd known, I would have gone with
the sans. [Laughter] You beat me to it
sir. [Laughter]

Communications Director Dan Bartlett.
Where’s Gregory [David Gregory, NBC
News] when you need him? [Laughter]

The President. That's right. [Laughter]
Classic moment, wasn’t it?

Q. Absolutely.
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The President. Were you there for that?

Q. I was not, but I

The President. We're laughing about the
fact that one of their comrades, a very im-
portant person in the White House pool
went over to Paris, France, and fired off
a series of questions to Jacques Chirac in
French.

My mother e-mailed the corrected
French. [Laughter]

The President. That's good. [Laughter] 1
corrected his French too—[laughter]—and
didn't even know what he was saying.
[Laughter] This is all off the record, be-
cause this will hurt Gregory’s feelings.
Please. Holland [Steve Holland, Reuters],
you're copiously taking notes. [Laughter]

Q. It's going right to him. [Laughter]

The President. Good. [Laughter]

Communications Director Bartlett.
just had twins.

The President. He had twins?

Communications Director Bartlett. Yes,
last week.

The President. Fantastic. Gender?

Communications Director Bartlett. A boy
and a girl.

The President. Weight? Health?

Q. Good. Good.

The President. Mother?

Communications Director Bartlett.
Strong. Theyre in the fives. I think both
of them are 5 pounds.

The President. That's good, 5. How big
were yours?

Communications Director Bartlett. Same,
midsize.

The President. We're back—where were
you?

Q. Well, we heard that your wife is
going

The President. Tm flying alone, vyes.
[Laughter]

Q. You're flying alone, sans First Lady.
She’s going to South Africa, Tanzania,
Rwanda. My question to you is, what mes-
sage is she bringing from the United States,
and what can she get across that a diplomat
or a rock star could not?

He

The President. Her message is: One, the
United States is committed to Africa, and
we've got a good record; secondly, that our
commitment to Africa is aimed at helping
people. She’ll be talking about educating
young girls, and she’ll be talking about our
HIV/AIDS initiative. Her presence shows
commitment. This is the second time she’s
been to Africa since I've been sworn in
as President. Plus, she’s a darn good dip-
lomat. She speaks clearly, and she is a—
she’s a compassionate soul when she
speaks, which is—she’s a genuinely compas-
sionate person. And people will see her
compassion. And there will be no problem
with her getting any news coverage, so, in
other words, she’ll be seen, which makes
her an effective representative.

And part of people knowing that the
United States cares is for the messenger
to have a platform. And so she’ll have a—
she’ll have the ability to talk from her heart
about the specific initiatives that we’re very
much involved in.

All right, listen, thank you all. Looking
forward to it. Klaus, see you over there?
Are you going to be there?

Q. I leave that to my colleagues.

The President. You're going to lateral me.
You're going to transfer me off. [Laughter]
Well, I'm sure they’re going to be as pro-
fessional as you were.

Q. I hope so.

The President. Nice to see you again.
Thank you. Appreciate you.

NOTE: The interview began at 10:48 a.m. in
the Roosevelt Room at the White House. In
his remarks, the President referred to James
D. Wolfensohn, Quartet Special Envoy for
Gaza Disengagement; Prime Minister
Anders Fogh Rasmussen and Queen
Margrethe II of Denmark; President-elect
Mahmud Ahmadi-nejad of Iran; Prime Min-
ister Tony Blair of the United Kingdom;
Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder of Germany;
President Jacques Chirac of France; Paul D.
Wolfowitz, President, International Bank for
Reconstruction and Development; President
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Thabo Mbeki of South Africa; President
Robert Mugabe of Zimbabwe; European
Commission President Jose Manuel Durao
Barroso; and European Council President
Jean-Claude Junker. A reporter referred to
Deputy Secretary of State Robert B. Zoellick.
Journalists participating in the interview

were Charles Cobb of AllAfrica.com; Klaus
Justsen of Jyllands-Posten; Joseph DeCapua
of Voice of America; and Olivier Knox of
Agence France Press. The transcript was re-
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary
on July 3. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of this interview.

Remarks at an Independence Day Celebration in Morgantown, West

Virginia
July 4, 2005

The President. Thank you all. Happy
Fourth of July. Thanks for coming. I am
honored to celebrate Independence Day in
Morgantown, West Virginia. 1 appreciate
you all being here. The history of this land
dates back to the earliest days of our Re-
public. Turns out George Washington used
to drop by this part of the State. And I
appreciate a warm welcome for another
George W.

Coming to West Virginia is becoming a
Fourth of July tradition for me. And every
time I come here, I appreciate the beauty
of West Virginia, and I appreciate being
with decent, hard-working, patriotic Ameri-
cans who call the Mountain State home.

Today we gather to celebrate the 229th
anniversary of America’s independence.
Across our great land, families will gather
to fly the flag, to watch the fireworks, and
count our blessings as Americans. We are
grateful for the bounty and opportunity of
our land. We are grateful for our liberty,
and we are grateful for the men and
women in uniform who keep our country
safe. [Applause] Thank you all.

I bring greetings from First Lady Laura
Bush. She said, “You go over to West Vir-
ginia and tell them how much we love
them.”

Audience member. We love her!

The President. 1 love her too. [Laughter]

I appreciate Congresswoman Shelley
Moore Capito. I appreciate her service. I
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appreciate her love for the great State of
West Virginia. Thank you, Shelley Moore.
I want to thank the mayor of Morgantown,
West Virginia, Ron Justice, for serving the
people. Mr. Mayor, thanks for coming out
today. I want to thank all the local and
State officials who are here. I want to thank
David Hardesty, the president of West Vir-
ginia University. I appreciate you. I appre-
ciate being on this fine campus, and I ap-
preciate the good work that the folks do
here to educate the people of West Vir-
ginia.

The history we celebrate today is a testa-
ment to the power of freedom to lift up
a whole nation. On Independence Day, we
remember the ideals of liberty that led men
from 13 Colonies to gather in Philadelphia
and pen a declaration of self-truths. And
we remember the band of patriots who
risked their lives to bring freedom to a
new continent.

On July 4, 1776, more than 5 years of
the Revolutionary War still lay ahead. From
the Battle of New York to the winter at
Valley Forge to the victory at Yorktown,
our forefathers faced terrible losses and
hardships. Yet, they kept their resolve.
They kept their faith in a future of liberty,
and with their hard-won victory, we guaran-
teed a home for the Declaration’s propo-
sition that all are created equal.
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Through the centuries, the Declaration
of Independence has remained a revolu-
tionary document. As President Kennedy
said on the Fourth of July, 1962, “The
Declaration unleashed not merely a revolu-
tion against the British but a revolution in
human affairs.”

The revolutionary truths of the Declara-
tion are still at the heart of America: We
believe in the dignity and rights of every
person. We believe in freedom and equal
justice, the rule of law, and a Government
of the people, by the people, and for the
people. Through the centuries, this creed
of freedom and equality has lifted the for-
tunes of all Americans. And we know that
this great ideal of human freedom is en-
trusted to us in a special way and that
the ideal of liberty is worth defending.

Defending the ideals of our founding has
required the service and sacrifice of every
generation, and the men and women of
our Armed Forces have always answered
our Nation’s call. With their courage, they
have crossed oceans, defeated murderous
ideologies, and liberated the oppressed.
And today on this Fourth of July, our grate-
ful Nation thanks our 25 million veterans
for their service to our country.

At this hour, our men and women in
uniform are defending America against the
threats of the 21st century. The war we
are fighting came to our shores on Sep-
tember the 11th, 2001. After that day, I
made a pledge to the American people:
We will not wait to be attacked again. We
will bring our enemies to justice or bring
justice to our enemies.

Our enemies in this new war are men
who celebrate murder, incite suicide, and
thirst for absolute power. They seek to
spread their ideology of tyranny and op-
pression across the world. They seek to
turn the Middle East into a haven for ter-
ror. They seek to drive America out of the
region. These terrorists will not be stopped
by negotiations or concessions or appeals
to reason. In this war, there is only one
option, and that is victory.

We are pursuing a comprehensive strat-
egy to win the war on terror. We're taking
the fight to the terrorists abroad so we do
not have to face them here at home. We're
denying our enemies sanctuary and making
it clear that America will not tolerate re-
gimes that harbor or support terrorists. And
we're spreading freedom, because the ter-
rorists know there is no room for them
in a free and democratic Middle East. By
advancing the cause of liberty in a troubled
part of the world, we will remove a source
of instability and violence, and we will lay
the foundation of peace for our children
and our grandchildren.

Iraq is the latest battlefield in the war
on terror. Our work there is difficult and
dangerous because terrorists from across
the region are converging on Iraq to fight
the rise of democracy. The images of cru-
elty and suffering we see on television are
real, and they are difficult for our compas-
sionate Nation to watch. Yet, the terrorist
violence has not brought them any closer
to achieving their strategic objectives. The
terrorists tried to intimidate the Iraqi Gov-
erning Council, and they failed. They tried
to delay the transfer of sovereignty to Iraq,
and they failed. They tried to stop the free
Iraqi elections, and they failed. They con-
tinue to kill in the hope that they will break
the resolve of the American people, but
they will fail.

The lesson of this experience is clear.
The terrorists can kill the innocent, but
they cannot stop the advance of freedom.
This January, the world watched as the
Iraqi people defied intimidation, dipped
their fingers in ink, and cast their votes
in the country’s first free and democratic
election in decades. And last week, on June
the 28th, the free nation of Iraq marked
the first anniversary of the day when sov-
ereignty was restored to its rightful owners,
the Iraqi people.

By helping Iraqis build a free and demo-
cratic nation, we will give strength to an
ally in the war on terror, and welll make
America more secure. To continue building
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a free and democratic Iraq, Americans and
Iraqis are fighting side by side to stop the
terrorists and insurgents. And our military
is helping to train Iraqi forces so they can
defend their own liberty. Our strategy can
be summed up this way: As Iraqgis stand
up, we will stand down, and then our
troops can come home to a proud and
grateful nation.

West Virginians are serving with skill and
honor in the war on terror. Some deployed
from Camp Dawson right down the road.
Soldiers from the 201st Field Artillery Unit
of the West Virginia National Guard carried
out vital missions in Iraq. Those soldiers
are contributing to the proud history of
their unit. The 201st has been defending
our freedom since the Revolutionary War.

One of the battery commanders from the
201st is Captain Jeff Setser. Captain Setser
is a police officer in Charleston. He served
a year in Iraq, and he was in Baghdad
during the Iraqi elections. He and his fel-
low West Virginia guardsmen escorted con-
voys and protected supplies and patrolled
cities. Here is what he said: “We treated
people with respect, and they respected us.
You could see that they were starting to
walk on their own instead of leaning on
us. The progress is just amazing.”

Guardsmen and reservists are helping
Iraq build in other ways. First Lieutenant
James McCormick, who is with us today,
he’s from Scott Depot, West Virginia. He
served a 13-month tour in Iraq as part of
the 518th Combat Gun Truck Company.
His unit provided security for military con-
voys transporting troops and supplies. For
his bravery, Lieutenant McCormick earned
the Bronze Star and two Purple Hearts.

He wrote me a letter last week. Here’s
what he said: “If needed, all of us would
return and continue the mission. It’s a just
and much needed fight. Please know that
many of us still live by the code of honor
that so many soldiers before us had, from
Bunker Hill to Baghdad.”

First Lieutenant McCormick is right. The
men and women of America’s Armed
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Forces are bringing great honor to the uni-
form they wear and to the Nation they
serve. And in this time of testing, our
troops, whether they be stationed here or
abroad, can know that the American people
stand behind them all the way.

I thank all the military families who are
with us today. Times of war are times of
great sacrifice, and the burden falls espe-
cially hard on the families. You're playing
a vital role at a crucial time in our Nation’s
history. All Americans are inspired by the
strength and the sacrifice of our military
families.

Some of America’s finest men and
women have given their lives in the war
on terror, and we remember them on Inde-
pendence Day. We pray for the families
who have lost a loved one in freedom’s
cause. And we know that the best way to
honor their sacrifice is to complete the mis-
sion, so we will stay until the fight is won.

On this Fourth of July and in the days
ahead, T ask every American to find a way
to thank the men and women defending
our freedom. There’s so many ways to do
so. You can fly the flag or send a letter
to the troops in the field or help a military
family down the street. The Department
of Defense has set up a web site,
americasupportsyou.mil. You can go there
to learn about efforts in your own commu-
nity. And by the way, it’s not too late to
find something to do today. At this time,
when we celebrate our freedom, our troops
have got to understand that the American
people support them all the way.

And on Independence Day, we remem-
ber that we also have essential responsibil-
ities here at home, the unfinished work of
American freedom. In a world moving to-
ward liberty, we are determined to show
the meaning and the promise of liberty.
The greatest strength of America is the
heart and soul of the American people.
Every time a volunteer reaches out to a
neighbor in need, our Nation grows strong-
er and more hopeful.
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Today when I landed at the airport, I
met Chuck White. He’s a volunteer with
the local United Way. For those of you
who are serving as a member of the army
of compassion in America, thank you for
loving your neighbor just like you'd like
to be loved yourselves. By taking time out
of your lives to help somebody else, you're
helping to ensure that every American can
share the blessings of liberty.

As we celebrate the Fourth of July, we
rededicate ourselves to the ideals that in-
spired our Founders. During that hot sum-
mer in Philadelphia more than 200 years
ago, from our desperate fight for independ-
ence to the darkest days of a civil war to
the hard-fought battles of the 20th century,
there were many chances to lose our heart,
our nerve, or our way. But Americans have
always held firm, because we have always
believed in certain truths: We know that
the freedom we defend is meant for all

men and women and for all times. And
we know that when the work is hard, the
proper response is not retreat. It is courage.

We got a great future for our country.
From the mountains of West Virginia to
the Great Plains to our Pacific shores, the
truths of the Declaration still guide Amer-
ica and remain the best hope of mankind.
I believe that this century will be “liberty
century.” In 1770—and I know that by car-
rying the spirit of 1776 into this new age,
we will leave a stronger and better country
for all who call this great land home.

It is a great honor to be the President
of such a great nation. And it’s my honor
to be here to wish you all a happy Fourth
of July. May God bless you, and may God
continue to bless our country.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 9:57 a.m. at
West Virginia University.

Interview With the United Kingdom’s ITV

June 29, 2005

Prime Minister Blair/Iraq/G-8

Sir Trevor McDonald. Mr. President, the
G-8 summit will be chaired by Tony Blair.
He wants to get new international agree-
ments on aid, on trade, and on climate
change. Now, he gave you unstinting sup-
port over the war in Iraq; can he expect
the same support from you over the G-
8?

The President. You know, Tony Blair
made decisions on what he thought was
best for the people of Great Britain, and
I made decisions on what I thought was
best for Americans. And I really don’t view
our relationship as one of quid pro quo.
I view our relationship as one of strong
allies and friends working together for the
common good.

Having said that, I bring a strong record
of support for countries in Africa. I think

people are going to be surprised to learn
about all the efforts we've made here in
America to clean up our environment and
to invest in new technologies. And so I'm
confident we’ll have a good G-8.

Mr. McDonald. On the question of Tony
Blair, his support for you on Iraq probably
damaged him politically at home. Sup-
porting his proposals in Edinburgh might
be one way of paying him back and making
sure that he can probably repair some of
that damage.

The President. Well, again, I really don’t
view our relationship as one of—you know,
we both make decisions and try to earn
credit with each other on a personal basis.
Tony Blair made decisions on what he
thought was best for keeping the peace and
winning the war on terror, as did I.
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So I go to the G-8 not really trying
to make him look bad or good, but I go
to the G-8 with an agenda that I think
is best for our country. And I believe this:
I believe that we have a duty and an obliga-
tion to help folks who suffer on the con-
tinent of Africa and have done so—we’ve
tripled the aid to Africa. We've got a sig-
nificant role in helping to defeat HIV/
AIDS, a $15 billion program over 5 years.
And there is more were going to do, and
I look forward to working with Tony and
the other leaders to help the African coun-
tries succeed.

I will say something about African coun-
tries—they’re not going to succeed, how-
ever, if they don’t make good choices—
good governance choices and investment in
their people.

Mr. McDonald. If T may, Mr. President,
we will come back to the question of Afri-
can aid.

The President. Okay, sorry.

Climate Change/Kyoto Protocol

Mr. McDonald. But can I start with the
subject of climate change, which is one of
the subjects on the G-8 agenda?

The President. Sure.

Mr. McDonald. Now, the majority of the
world’s leading scientists now agree that cli-
mate change is a reality. Do you agree with
their conclusion?

The President. 1 believe it is a significant,
long-term issue that we've got to deal with.
And that’s why my Government is dealing
with it. We spent I think over $20 billion
since I've been the President to not only
research the issue of greenhouse gases but
to develop technologies that will enable us
to diversify away from fossil fuels. And I
look forward to discussing this agenda with
not only the G-8 leaders but also with the
leaders of developing countries, countries
like India and China.

Mr. McDonald. Do you accept that cli-
mate change is manmade, sir?

The President. To a certain extent it is,
obviously. T mean, if fossil fuels create
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greenhouse gases, we're burning fossil fuel,
as is a lot of other countries. You know,
look, there was a debate over Kyoto, and
I made the decision, as did a lot of other
people in this country, by the way, that
the Kyoto treaty didn’t suit our needs. In
other words, the Kyoto treaty would have
wrecked our economy, if I can be blunt.

And so my hope is—and I think the hope
of Tony Blair is—to move beyond the
Kyoto debate and to collaborate on new
technologies that will enable the United
States and other countries to diversify away
from fossil fuels so that the air will be
cleaner and that we have the economic and
national security that comes from less de-
pendence on foreign sources of oil. For
that end, for example, we're investing in—
or to that end, were investing in a lot
of hydrogen—research on hydrogen-pow-
ered automobiles. I believe we’ll be able
to burn coal without emitting any green-
house gases, Zero emissions plant.

And so therefore, we've got to spend
money and share technology as to how to
move forward.

Mr. McDonald. But Mr. President, if I
may, the predictions about global warm-
ing—and I hear what you say—are very
dire. The UK’s chief scientist says that it
probably poses a bigger threat than global
terrorism. Isn’t it, therefore, irresponsible
for you to say, as you've done, that you
walked away from Kyoto and you won't
order cuts in carbon dioxide emissions be-
cause it would damage America’s economy?

The President. 1 walked away from Kyoto
because it would damage America’s econ-
omy, you bet. It would have destroyed our
economy. It was a lousy deal for the Amer-
ican economy. I felt there was a better
way. And that’s why:

Mr. McDonald. But is that putting Amer-
ican industrial, economic interests above
the global interests of the environment?

The President. No, I think you can do
both. See, I think you can grow your econ-
omy and at the same time do a better
job of harnessing greenhouse gases. That’s
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exactly what I intend to talk to our partners
about. I don’t think you can expect any
American leader to wreck the economy, nor
as an ally and a friend of America and
a trading partner of America should you
want us to wreck our economy.

On the other hand, what you would want
us to do is to use our investment capacity
as well as our research capacity to come
up with new ways to power our economy,
new ways to energize our economy. And
that’s precisely what we're doing, and I look
forward to sharing those ideas.

Secondly, the Kyoto treaty wouldn’t work
unless all nations were involved. And as
you know, many of the developing nations
weren't involved in Kyoto. So some of the
discussions we're going to have at the G-
8, thanks to Tony Blair’s leadership, is to
work with India and China as to how to
share technology with them, so that we can
all work together to clean up the environ-
ment and at the same time have sustained
economic growth.

Debt Relief/Aid to Africa

Mr. McDonald. You recently helped, Mr.
President, to scrap the debt burden on
some of Africa’s poorest countries, and
youve won some praise for that. But
shouldn’t a country as rich as yours be giv-
ing much more in direct aid to these pov-
erty-stricken countries of Africa?

The President. Well, we've tripled the
budget on direct aid to the countries in
Africa since I've been the President—tri-
pled it. We have got a great trade agree-
ment with the African nations called
AGOA, the African Growth and Oppor-
tunity Act, and that is working. I just an-
nounced a $674 million food relief package.
We're spending $15 billion on HIV/AIDS.
No, we're leading the world when it comes
to helping Africa.

But we've done something else that I
think is smart and I think our taxpayers
appreciate. And that is that we’re saying,
“Now for increased aid, you, the leaders
of Africa, must have transparency in your

Government. You must fight corruption.
You must invest in the health and edu-
cation of your people.” In other words,
we're not going to invest in governments
that are corrupt.

Mr. McDonald. So this is aid with strings
attached?

The President. No, this is aid—this is
partnership. This is saying to nations, “We
want to work with you as partners, partners
in alleviating poverty, partners in helping
fight HIV/AIDS. But you've got a role to
play. You, the leaders of African nations,
youve got a role to play to make good
governance decisions.” That’s what the tax-
payers of my country expect, and I hope
that’s what the taxpayers of Great Britain
expect—is expect us to, when we make in-
vestments in countries—that they work.
And they don’t work if a nation doesn’t
invest in its people.

Mr. McDonald. 1 hear what you say
about tripling the aid to Africa, but it’s
still only—it’s less than naught.2 percent
of gross domestic national product. And
that is less than what the United Nations
talks about of having naught7 percent.
Some European countries are moving to-
wards that. Why can’t America?

The President. You know, there’s all
kinds of ways to calculate how generous
we are. Let me just tell you this: If you
take all the food aid, America is by far
the most generous country. If you take the
direct aid, we’re very generous. But when
you add on our private contributions—see,
our tax system encourages private citizens
to donate to organizations that, for example,
help the folks in Africa. And when you
take the combined effort of U.S. taxpayers’
money plus U.S. citizens” donations, we’re
very generous. And we'll do more. And I
look forward to talking about doing more
at the G-8. But I've got to tell you, I'm
very proud of the generosity of the United
States.

Mr. McDonald. But what about that kind
of aid which is linked to the buying of

American goods and services? You say you
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give aid on the condition that people buy
American goods and services. That’s not
very generous, is it?

The President. I'm not exactly sure what
you're talking about there. What I'm talking
about is our Millennium Challenge Account
that says, “We want to help you, but you've
got to have good governance. You've got
to fight corruption.” Why does it make
sense, for me as the person who’s supposed
to be the wise guardian of the taxpayers’
money, to send money to a country and
know the Government is going to steal it?
That doesn’t make any sense.

What does make sense is for our gen-
erous Nation to help countries that make
good choices about how they govern, about
transparency, but also good choices about
investing in the health and education of
their people. We're more than willing to
help, and we're leading the world when
it comes to help. And I wouldn’t call it
conditions-based, what I call it is

Mr. McDonald. What about a country
like

The President.

partnering, working

together.
Uzbekistan

Mr. McDonald. But what about a country
like Uzbekistan, Mr. President, with a

shocking, appalling record of human rights,
getting tens of billions of dollars of Amer-
ican aid because you have American bases
there?

The President. Again, I'm not exactly sure
of the numbers youre throwing out there,
but no question we have an American base
there. They've been very helpful in helping
fight the war on terror.

On the other hand, we are sending very
clear messages that we expect minority
rights to be honored, that people ought
to be allowed to express themselves in the
public square without fear of reprisal from
the Government.
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Agricultural Subsidies

Mr. McDonald. Mr. President, on the
question of trade, how can it be morally
justified for the world’s richest country to
subsidize its farmers so that they can sell
their goods cheaper than farmers in the
Third World and, as a result, put those
farmers in the Third World out of busi-
ness?

The President. That's precisely the ques-
tion we've been talking to the EU about.
There are tremendous agricultural subsidies
in the EU. We

Mr. McDonald. Yes, but—I put those
questions to the EU if I were talking to
somebody in the EU, but

The President. No, let me—let me finish.
Let me finish. I was about to say, we've
got agricultural subsidies, not nearly to the
extent that our friends in the EU have,
and therefore, we went to Doha round,
WTO—Doha round of the WTO and said,
“Let’s get rid of all our subsidies together.
Let’s join hands as wealthy industrialized
nations and say to the world, we're going
to get rid of all our agricultural subsidies
together.” And so the position of the U.S.
Government is, we're willing to do so, and
we will do so with the—with our fine
friends in the European Union.

Mr. McDonald. So, you would if they
would, because at the moment, for exam-

ple
The President. Absolutely.
Mr. McDonald. cotton farmers in

this country get subsidized to the extent
of 230 American dollars per cotton acre.
You would get rid of those things if the
EU does?

The President. Absolutely. And I think
we have an obligation to work together to
do that. And that's why it’s very important
that the Doha round of the WTO go for-
ward.

Mr. McDonald. Because if we do achieve
this business of free trade, and if markets
in the West are opened up to countries
in Africa, say, they could be so successful,
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then, that they could eliminate the need
for aid.

The President. Absolutely. That’s the
whole reason why we've got the African
Growth and Opportunity Act. As a matter
of fact, the benefits that have come from
opening up markets—our markets to them
and their markets to us—far outweigh the
benefits of aid.

Iraq/War on Terror

Mr. McDonald. Mr. President, if I can
move on to the question of Iraq, when
we last spoke before the Iraq war, I asked
you about Saddam Hussein and you said
this, and I quote: “He harbors and develops
weapons of mass destruction, make no mis-
take about it.”

Well, today, no WMD, the war has cost
1,700 American lives, many more Iraqgi ci-
vilians killed, hundreds of billions of dollars
in cost to your country. Can you under-
stand why some people in your country are
now beginning to wonder whether it was
really worth it?

The President. Absolutely. I mean, when
you turn on your TV set every day and
see this incredible violence and the havoc
that is wreaked as a result of these killers,
I'm sure why people are getting discour-
aged. And that's why I spoke to the Nation
last night and reminded people that this
is a—Iraq is a part of this global war on
terror. And the reason why foreign fighters
are flocking into Iraq is because they want
to drive us out of the region.

See, these folks represent an ideology
that is based upon hate and kind of a nar-
row vision of mankind—women don’t have
rights. And I believe this is an ideological
movement. And I know that they want to
use suicide bombers and assassinations and
attacks on the World Trade Center and
the attacks in Madrid to try to shake our
will and to achieve an objective, which is
to topple governments. And the best way
to defeat an ideology is with a better ide-
ology. And I believe democracy is a better
ideology, to provide hope for people and—

but yes, it’s tough. But we've done tough
things before in America, and we've got
a great ally in Great Britain. But it’s not
only Great Britain. As Gerhard Schroeder
said in the Oval Office, a democratic Iraq
is important not only to Germany but to
Europe, and he’s right.

Mr. McDonald. You talk about terrorism
in Iraq, but when we spoke before the war,
there was no terrorism in Iraq. And you're
now making Iraq the frontline of the war
on terrorism. But the terrorists have only
recently arrived there, arrived since the war
on Iraq.

The President. No, 1 beg your pardon.
Zarqawi, Mr. Zarqawi, who is leading the
terrorist effort in Iraq now, was in Iraq
prior to our discussion.

Mr. McDonald. No Al Qaida in Iraq be-
fore the war, Mr. President.

The President. No, Zarqawi, Mr. Zarqawi
was, absolutely. He was.

Mr. McDonald. So you've justified in
making Iraq the frontline now in the war
on terror?

The President. No, I haven’t justified
that. I'm just giving you a fact, that foreign
fighters are traveling into Iraq to make it
a frontline in the war on terror. And I
would rather defeat them there than face
them in our own country.

Mr. McDonald. Have you still—do you
still think that you may have mismanaged,
or do you think you may have mismanaged
public expectations about a quick victory
and a decisive ending to this war? You've
talked in optimistic terms. But now, as you
say, the carnage on the screens night after
night seems—tell a different story.

The President. Well, certainly that's a
very powerful weapon for the terrorists, is
to kill innocent men, women, and children,
and try to shake our will and conscience.
And on the other hand, there is progress
being made in Iraq.

Remember, it wasn’t all that long ago
that 8 million people went to the polls to
vote. And you might remember the discus-
sions prior to the vote. I had a lot of people
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saying, “Well, they don’t know what they’re
doing. The people don’t want to be free.
Certain people can’t—they're not going
to—what makes you think they want de-
mocracy?” And all of a sudden, when given
the chance, 8 million people voted, and
now the political process is moving in par-
allel with the security process. And our
strategy is to help the Iragis stand up a
viable government, to encourage them to
get their constitution written, and to have
the elections, to ratify the constitution, as
well as a government under the constitu-
tion, and, at the same time, train Iraqis
so they can fight. That’s our strategy, and
we’re making good progress.

Mr. McDonald. Is the administration at
sixes and sevens about the insurgency in
Iraq? The Vice President said that we're
in the last throes, or seeing the last throes
of the insurgency. Donald Rumsfeld comes
up and says we could be there for 5, 8,
10, 12 years. Which is itP Which do you
believe?

The President. 1 believe—I believe that
we will succeed in Iraq, because, one, the
Iraqis want to live in a free society.

Mr. McDonald. But how long will it take,
Mr. President?

The President. And two, that the Iragis
want to take the fight to the enemy. And
people want me to put a timetable on
things. That's a huge mistake. Putting a
timetable on this—on our stay there in Iraq
simply emboldens the enemy and discour-
ages our friends. And so therefore, my an-
swer is just, quickly as possible, and we
are making progress.

Mr. McDonald. Do you ever, in one of
those dark souls of the night, do you ever
think—do you ever think maybe this was
not such a good idea?

The President. No, I'm actually confident
it’s the right thing to do.

Mr. McDonald. You have never had any
doubts at all about it?

The President. I am absolutely confident
that we made the right decision. And not
only that, I'm absolutely confident that the
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actions we took in Iraq are inﬂuencing re-
formers and freedom lovers in the greater
Middle East. And I believe that youre
going to see the rise of democracy in many
countries in the broader Middle East,
which will lay the foundation for peace.

Climate Change

Mr. McDonald. Mr. President, on the
subject of climate change, again, if I can
just come back to that

The President. Okay.

Mr. McDonald. They are expecting—
many countries are expecting international
legal binding agreements on cutting green-
house gas emissions. Can they expect your
support in doing that?

The President. If this looks like Kyoto,
the answer is, no. On the other hand, if
people want to come together and share
technologies and develop technologies and
jointly spend—and spend money on re-
search and development, just like the
United States is, to help us diversify away
from fossil fuels—more than willing to dis-
cuss it.

Mr. McDonald. But they're wasting their
time if they think that theyll get from you
an international binding agreement about
mandatory curbs on greenhouse gases?

The President. T have—I have no idea.
Look, you're asking me to design a treaty
here with you on the set of the—right here
on the set of this—on this beautiful set.
I mean, that’s kind of—but I'm telling you,
if you're trying to get me to say, “We sup-
port Kyoto,” the answer is, “No. We don’t.”
And it’s a bad deal for America.

On the other hand, I look forward to
working with nations. Look, we spent over
$20 billion on understanding greenhouse
gases, understanding climate change, and
more importantly, on technologies that will
enable us to deal with this. I believe, for
example, as a result of some of the research
we're doing, we’ll have hydrogen-powered
automobiles. I know we need more nuclear
power in order—nuclear power, after all,
is not dependent on fossil fuels and emits
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no greenhouse gases. I believe we're going
to be able to have coal-fired plants that
have zero emissions. We need to work on
carbon sequestration technologies. I mean,
there’s a lot we can do together and
achieve the objective which a lot of people
want, which is the reduction of greenhouse
gases and, at the same time, have viable
economic growth.

Mr. McDonald. And because, sir, Amer-
ica remains the biggest polluter.

The President. America is the largest in-
vestor in the technologies necessary to be
able to say to people, you can grow your
economy so people’s standard of living can
improve, and at the same time be good
stewards of the environment.

Mr. McDonald. But pollution in this
country has increased amazingly since 1992.

The President. That is a totally inaccurate
statement.

Mr. McDonald. 1t's a U.N. figure.

The President. Well, T just beg to differ
with every figure you've got. The environ-
ment has—the quality of the environment
has improved, in spite of the fact that we've
grown our economy.

Mr. McDonald. Mr. President, thank you.

The President. Always a pleasure.

NoOTE: The interview was taped at 1:19 p.m.
in the Library at the White House for later
broadcast. In his remarks, the President re-
ferred to Prime Minister Tony Blair of the
United Kingdom; former President Saddam
Hussein of Iraq; Chancellor Gerhard Schroe-
der of Germany; senior Al Qaida associate
Abu Musab Al Zarqawi. A reporter referred
to Chief Scientific Adviser Sir David King
of the United Kingdom. The transcript was
released by the Office of the Press Secretary
on July 5. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of this interview.

The President’s News Conference With Prime Minister Anders Fogh
Rasmussen of Denmark in Kongens Lyngby, Denmark

July 6, 2005

Prime Minister Rasmussen. Good morn-
ing, ladies and gentlemen. I am delighted
to be here today with my good friend, the
President of the United States. Even more
so because you chose to visit us, your
friends in Denmark, on this very special
day, your 59th birthday. So happy birthday,
Mr. President.

President Bush. Thank you.

Prime Minister Rasmussen. We have al-
ready celebrated the event in a small way
with a traditional Danish birthday breakfast,
together with our families.

Denmark and the United States have
long been close friends and allies. We share
the same fundamental goals and values.
The close personal ties between the Danes
and the Americans are highlighted every
year when the biggest Fourth of July cele-

bration outside the United States takes
place here in Denmark. Thousands of Dan-
ish Americans gather in the Rebild Hills
to manifest not just family ties but also
shared beliefs. It’s our common desire to
spread liberty and promote democracy. We
do not accept the thesis that certain peo-
ples and nations are not yet ready for de-
mocracy and therefore, better suited for
dictatorship. We share the belief that free-
dom is universal, and we share the belief
that in the struggle between democracy and
dictatorship, you cannot stay neutral.

This is why Denmark contributes with
more than 500 troops in Irag, why we make
an active contribution to the joint allied
effort in Afghanistan, why we wish to pro-
mote democracy and reform in the Middle
East, and why we urge all parties to find
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a peaceful solution to the Arab-Israeli con-
flict.

On these and other global challenges, the
United States needs the European Union
as a strong and active partner. The present
internal difficulties must not distract the
European Union from its global responsibil-
ities.

Nobody needs a strong and generous Eu-
rope more than Africa. As other regions
progress, Africa remains haunted by pov-
erty, war, and epidemics. I feel a strong
obligation to focus more on Africa, and I'm
going to pay an official visit to the region
in October. The President and I share the
view that the upcoming G-8 summit should
focus on how to make poverty history in
Africa. I see five main challenges.

Firstly, Africa needs to overcome epi-
demic diseases. AIDS in Africa is a fully
blown disaster. The Copenhagen Consensus
meeting last year concluded that combating
AIDS should be the world’s absolute top
priority. It is a fight we must win. During
the last 4 years, Denmark has increased
funding for the combat of AIDS with more
than 60 percent. I urge the G-8 to make
a similar extra effort.

Secondly, Africa needs trade. Free trade
and better access to the world market pro-
vide the means to improve economic
growth and fight poverty. When trade ad-
vances, poverty retreats. The European
Union and the United States have already
granted very generous access to their mar-
kets for the poorest African countries. We
should go further and dismantle trade-dis-
torting agricultural subsidies. I urge the G-
8 to do their part in creating a new, bal-
anced, and fair trade regime to benefit Af-
rica.

Thirdly, Africa needs peace. No peace,
no progress. Africans, themselves, must
prevent conflicts and manage crisis, but we
must help them to do this. That is why
Denmark has developed a new African pro-
gram for peace to support the promising
endeavors of the African Union. I urge the
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G-8 to support this program and the
peacekeeping efforts of the African Union.

Fourthly, Africa needs more aid—help
to self-help. It therefore pleases me greatly
that you, President Bush, has just an-
nounced your intention to double American
assistance to Africa. Denmark is one of the
most generous donors, and were going to
focus even more on Africa in the future.
In fact, if all G-8 countries matched our
effort, Africa would get $90 billion a year,
instead of only 25. I therefore urge all G-
8 countries to follow our good example.

And finally, Africa needs better govern-
ance. All our aid will come to nothing if
countries are ruled by corrupt dictators.
When aid and trade are linked to good
policies, more people are lifted out of pov-
erty. We should generously reward coun-
tries that fight corruption, ensure political
liberty and economic freedom, invest in
health and education of their people, and
promote women’s rights. And we should
not be afraid to stop aid to dictators like
Zimbabwe’s Mugabe. I urge the G-8 to
make no compromise in the demand for
good governance.

We must all join efforts to make poverty
history. We must fight poverty because
human decency requires it, because hope
for each individual is essential for human
dignity. We must take action so that despair
and darkness can be replaced with hope
and light for hundreds of millions of peo-
ple. The ball is in our court. Let us not
waste our chances. The G-8 should not
miss this golden opportunity.

Mr. President.

President Bush. Thank you, Mr. Prime
Minister. Thanks for the birthday breakfast.
I would strongly recommend the Danish
birthday cake. [Laughter] I am really hon-
ored to be here in Copenhagen. I appre-
ciate your friendship, and I appreciate the
friendship the Danish people have for my
country, and vice versa.

Denmark is a close ally and a partner
of the United States. Mr. Prime Minister,
America values its longstanding relationship
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with Denmark, and that’s why I've come.
I've come to reaffirm my Nation’s respect
for Denmark and our ties that bind us for-
ever and the fact that we share common
values. I've also come because I want to
let the people know how much I admire
your leadership and your character and
your vision.

I appreciate your nation’s support in ad-
vancing freedom in Eastern Europe and
the broader Middle East and around the
world. We are grateful for your under-
standing and the people’s understanding
that freedom is a universal right and that
as we promote freedom and democracy,
we’'ll lay the foundation for peace for gen-
erations to come. Under your leadership,
Mr. Prime Minister, your commitment has
been steadfast and strong in the fight
against terror.

You know, for some in Europe, Sep-
tember the 11th was a tragic date, a ter-
rible moment. For me and many in the
American public, September the 11th was
a change of attitude, a recognition that
we're involved with a global war against
ideological extremists who will kill the inno-
cent in order to achieve their objectives.

I want to thank you very much for your
steadfast support for freedom and peace
in Afghanistan and Iraq. I particularly want
to thank the loved ones, the family mem-
bers of the troops stationed abroad for the
sake of peace and freedom, for their sac-
rifice. I know many miss their loved ones,
and I know how hard it is for families dur-
ing times of deployment. And I appreciate
them very much. I also want to thank you
very much for being such a key contributor
to our common security within NATO.

You know, one of the interesting initia-
tives that we worked together on, and I
don’t think a lot of people pay attention
to, is what’s called the Proliferation Security
Initiative. It’s a group of free nations that
have bound together to help interdict the
transport of weapons of mass destruction.
One of the most harmful aspects of the
war on terror could be if these killers were

able to gain weapons of mass destruction,
which in my mind—no doubt in my mind,
they’'d use on a moment’s notice. And the
Proliferation Security Initiative is an at-
tempt by free countries to prevent the
spread of weapons of mass destruction. And
you've played a leading role.

We've had a great discussion today. We
talked about the upcoming G-8 meeting.
We talked about Africa and climate change.
As well, we talked about Guantanamo. The
Prime Minister is concerned about what
the situation on Guantanamo says about
America and our view of liberty. Let me
tell you what I told him. I said, “First,
the prisoners are well-treated in Guanta-
namo. There’s total transparency. The
International Red Cross can inspect any
time, any day. And you're welcome to go.”
The press, of course, is welcome to go
down to Guantanamo.

Secondly, we have sent many home.
These people were picked up on the battle-
field. They didn't wear uniforms. They
weren’t associated with a government, but
they were on the battlefield. And so we
put them in Guantanamo. We wanted to
find out as much as we could about what
they knew about this war on terror, in
order to protect our citizens. Many, it
turned out, were sent home.

Thirdly, I assured the Prime Minister
there’s got to be a way forward for people
held in Guantanamo, and there will be. The
reason why you haven't seen any adjudica-
tion of individuals is because our court sys-
tem is determining where best to try peo-
ple, whether it be in a military tribunal
where a person would have all—lawyers
and rights or whether it be in the civilian
courts. And once the judicial branch of our
Government makes its decision, then we’ll
proceed forward, giving people fair and
open trials.

I just want you to remember we are in
a war against these terrorists. My most sol-
emn obligation is to protect the American
people from further attack. These people
are being treated humanely. There’s very
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few prison systems around the world that
have seen such scrutiny as this one. And
for those of you here on the continent of
Europe who have doubt, I'd suggest buying
an airplane ticket and going down and
look—take a look for yourself.

We also talked about Africa. I told the
Prime Minister I was proud of my country’s
tripling of aid to Africa since I've been
the President. And as he mentioned, I pro-
posed to double aid to Africa once again.

Our primary focus in Africa is going to
be to focus efforts on solving people’s prob-
lems. They've got a problem in HIV/AIDS,
and we're leading the world when it comes
to contributions—along with Denmark, by
the way—in making sure antiretroviral
drugs get to people who need help and
helping set up an infrastructure so that pre-
vention programs begin to work and follow
up with programs that will help the orphans
of HIV/AIDS families. Denmark has put
a robust effort in place, as had the United
States, and I'm proud of our efforts.

Over a million people die of malaria on
the continent of Africa on an annual basis,
most of whom are under 5 years old. This
is a problem we can solve. I laid out an
initiative the other day for $1.2 billion to
help eradicate the scourges of malaria on
the continent of Africa. This is an area
where we can work together. And I agree
strongly with what the Prime Minister said:
We expect there to be good governance
on the continent of Africa. I don’t know
how we can look our taxpayers in the eye
and say, “This is a good deal, to give money
to countries that are corrupt.” What we're
interested in, in our countries, is helping
people, and therefore, we have said that
we'lll give aid, absolutely. We'll cancel
debt—you bet—but we want to make sure
that the governments invest in their people,
invest in the health of their people, the
education of their people, and fight corrup-
tion.

And then we talked about climate change
as well. I'm looking forward to going to
the G-8. Listen, I recognize that the sur-
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face of the Earth is warmer and that an
increase in greenhouse gases caused by hu-
mans is contributing to the problem. Kyoto
didn’t work for the United States, and it,
frankly, didn’t work for the world. The rea-
son it didn’t work for the world is many
developing nations weren't included in
Kyoto.

I've also told our friends in Europe that
Kyoto would have wrecked our economy.
I don’t see how you can be President of
the United States and sign and agree to
an agreement that would have put a lot
of people out of work. See, I think there’s
a better way forward. I would call it the
post-Kyoto era, where we can work to-
gether to share technologies, to control
greenhouse gases as best as possible.

Listen, the United States, for national se-
curity reasons and economic security rea-
sons, needs to diversify away from fossil
fuels. And so we've put out a strategy to
do just that, and I can’t wait to share with
our G-8 friends, just like I shared with
the Prime Minister, our strategy. We spent
about over $20 billion last year on research
and development on new technologies that
we are willing to share with the world.

There’s no doubt in my mind that we’ll
be driving a different kind of automobile
within a reasonable period of time, one
powered by hydrogen. And the Prime Min-
ister is most interested in this subject, and
I look forward to sharing technologies, not
only with our G-8 friends but also with
countries like India and China, who will
be at the G-8.

I want to thank you again, Mr. Prime
Minister, for being such a steadfast person.
You know, a lot of times people in politics
chase opinion polls. I don’t know if you
poll this much in Denmark. We poll way
too much in America, it seems like to me.
[Laughter] It's a growth industry. [Laugh-
ter] What I appreciate is a leader who has
a vision and the strength of character to
do what he thinks is right, and that’s what
your Prime Minister has done. I'm proud
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to call him friend. And thanks for hosting
me today.

Prime Minister Rasmussen. Thank you,
Mr. President.

And we are ready to answer some ques-
tions from Danish side, from American
side.

War on Terror

Q. Thank you. Mr. President, you are
visiting a country which you call a close
ally and a partner. You're visiting a man
whom you call your friend, and you just
said you admire him and you are grateful
for his support. Yet, I know you don't like
the polls, but when you look at the opinion
polls, when you look at what the public,
the Danish people say, they don’t quite
agree with this strong support. They don’t
quite agree with your policies. One opinion
poll said, less than 20 percent—over the
weekend, said less than 20 percent support
your foreign policy. Now, this is your
chance—I'm sure you think what you're
doing is right. This is your chance to tell
these people, say something to convince
them that you are right. What are you
going to say to them?

President Bush. Well, I appreciate that.
You just made my point about relying on
polls. But that's fine, I mean, that’s the
current wisdom these days.

Look, we are laying the foundation for
peace. Democracies don’t war with each
other. There is a debate going on around
the world about the nature of this war on
terror. I readily concede, some think it’s
just a law enforcement matter. I believe
we're in for an ideological struggle. I be-
lieve the people that cause such great
harm, not only in America but in other
spots around the world, have an ideology
that is vastly different from our ideology,
one that’s based upon human rights, free-
dom of religion, the ability for people to
express themselves in the public square
without fear of reprisal. And they use tac-
tics that are trying to drive us from the
world. They will kill on a moment’s notice.

They kill innocent women and children be-
cause they want to shake our will. That’s
what they're trying to do, and they have
objectives. Their objective is to topple gov-
ernment. Their objective is to control. They
use power, and we just can’t let them do
that.

And so I understand people aren’t going
to agree with decisions I make, but my
job is to make decisions that I think are
right and to lead. You know, I tell the
American press corps all the time, following
public polls is like chasing your tail, a dog
chasing a tail. I truly believe we're laying
the foundation for peace. I know the only
way to defeat this ideology is with a better
ideology, based upon freedom and human
rights and dignity—human dignity. And
it's—it hasn’t been an easy period of time
for a lot of people. I know that, but I
feel strongly in my heart of hearts that the
decisions we have made will make it easier
for our grandchildren to look back at this
point—to grow up in a peaceful—and look
back and say, “Thank goodness these peo-
ple had the courage of their convictions.”

Tom [Tom Raum, Associated Press].

Upcoming Supreme Court Nomination

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. If I can
ask you about a very important nomination
you have to make back at home

President Bush. Yes.

Q. You said you'd have :

President Bush. This is the Supreme
Court nomination.

Q. This is the Supreme Court nomina-
tion. You said you would fill it by October,
by the new term of the Court. But would
you consider delaying up until that point
as much as possible to minimize the oppo-
sition’s massive campaign against your
choice? And when you do sit down and
actually talk to prospective nominees, what
kind of questions will you ask them?

President Bush. Thanks, Tom. The—first
of all, T want the person confirmed and
sitting by the time the Court meets again
in October. And—in other words, that’s the
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backstop, and we’ll work backwards to de-
termine what is best for the Senate cal-
endar to get the hearing and to get the
vote, up or down, on the floor of the Sen-
ate.

Secondly, I've begun the review process
of prospective candidates. On Air Force
One, flying over, I've been reading about
the different backgrounds and different
opinions and different attitudes of the pro-
spective nominees. As you know, I'm not
a lawyer, thankfully. [Laughter] And so I
will let my legal experts deal with the rami-
fications of legal opinions. I'll talk to people
about just—TI'll try to assess their character,
their interests. I'm looking forward to the
review process, the interview process as
well.

When I first get back, I will consult with
Members of the Senate—I have done so
far; our staff continues to do so—and then
I'll begin the interview process.

Africa

. Mr. President, when will you extend
the fight for freedom and democracy to
the African Continent? And could that in-
volve use of military power, and if so, a
new coalition of the willing, maybe includ-
ing Danish forces?

Last part of the question is for the Prime
Minister.

President Bush. Go ahead. Do you want
to ask him the question first, before I fin-
ish? Okay—you said African Continent?
Our attitude is that the best way for the
African Continent to be peaceful and to
resolve disputes is to have African troops
do the work. The Prime Minister is right
in calling for more training for peace-
keepers. As a matter of fact, America has
strongly thought that was the best way to
go forward, and I think we promoted this
concept at the last G-8.

I'm sure youre aware that the Sudan
has been of great interest for my Govern-
ment. As a matter of fact, thanks to the
good efforts of former Secretary of State
Colin Powell and Ambassador Jack Dan-
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forth, we actually negotiated a treaty be-
tween north and south that we’re now in
the process of implementing. And then, of
course, Darfur broke out. And we’ve been
greatly concerned about the human suf-
fering—as a matter of fact, I believe the
only nation thus far to call the conditions
there genocide.

And we’ve been deeply involved in pro-
viding, first, aid, but also a strategy that
will help calm the situation down so that
there can be a settlement, a peaceful settle-
ment of the situation. And that requires
the transportation of African Union forces.
I believe we're going to go from about—
the world, that is—is going to go from
2,200 African Union forces to 7,100 African
Union forces. The United States, in work-
ing with NATO and the EU, will be pro-
viding airlift capacity to help get those
troops on the ground. The other day I an-
nounced that we’re going to work with the
folks on the ground there to help construct
new camps so that the refugees will have
better conditions.

The whole idea is to, one, get aid to
people as quickly as possible, so as to pre-
vent any mass starvation and, secondly, get
a political settlement moving forward. But
no, the best way to deal with dispute and
the civil war that make it awfully hard for
the human condition to improve on the
continent is for African nations to be
trained and equipped and prepared to do
the job.

You've got a question for him? Give him
a question.

Prime Minister Rasmussen. Yes, the last
part of it. We have engaged ourselves in
peacekeeping missions in Africa. We have
provided funds for the African Union to
enable the Africans to prevent and manage
crisis themselves. And we will pursue that
strategy in the future.

President Bush. Reuters man, Toby
[Tabassum Zakaria, Reuters]. Woman—ex-
cuse me. I can see that. [Laughter] So how

long have you been on the Presidential
beat?
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Q. Since February.
President Bush. Yes. Well, make yourself
less scarce.

Upcoming Supreme Court Nomination

Q. I also wanted to ask you a question
about your Supreme Court nomination.

President Bush. Here I am, trying to talk
to the people of Denmark, and you’re ask-
ing me about local news. That’s fine.

Q. What do you think of the criticism
of Attorney General Gonzales as a potential
nominee? And will there be a litmus test
on abortion and gay marriage when you
consider your choice?

President Bush. Thanks. First of all, as
I said during both of my campaigns, there
will be no litmus test. I'll pick people who,
one, can do the job, people who are honest,
people who are bright, and people who will
strictly interpret the Constitution and not
use the bench to legislate from. That’s what
I campaigned on, and that’s what I'm going
to do.

She’s referring to the fact that my Attor-
ney General, longtime friend, a guy who
was my—close when I was the Governor
of Texas, came up to Washington with me
as part of the movement of Texans south
to north during the Government. He’s been
my lawyer in the White House. He’s now
the Attorney General. He’s under—he’s
being criticized. I don’t like it when a
friend gets criticized. I'm loyal to my
friends. And all of a sudden this fellow,
who is a good public servant and a really
fine person, is under fire. And so, do I
like it? No, I don’t like it at all.

I look forward to making the pick. And
I look forward to doing what I said I was
going to do when it comes to making that
pick. This is a very important selection, and
I understand its importance. I will take my
time. I will be thorough in my investigation.
My staff has already done a lot of work.
They continue to work today, not only in
reaching out to the Senate but also spend-
ing time making sure that all the candidates
will be put forward in a proper way.

The other thing about this debate is, I
hope the United States Senate conducts
themselves in a way that brings dignity to
the process and that the Senators don't lis-
ten to the special interest groups, particu-
larly those on the extremes that are trying
to exploit this opportunity for not only
their—what they may think is right but also
for their own fundraising capabilities. The
Senate needs to conduct themselves in a
dignified way and have a good, honest de-
bate about the credentials of the person
I have put forward, no matter who he or
she is, and then give the person an up-
or-down vote. That’s how the process ought
to work.

And so this is an opportunity for good
public servants to exhibit a civil discourse
on a very important matter and not let
these groups, these money-raising groups,
these special interest groups, these groups
outside the process dictate the rhetoric, the
tone. And I'm confident the Senators, most
Senators want to conduct themselves this
way.

It will be a really interesting moment,
and I'm sure you're interested in watching
the process, for those of you in the Danish
press. It’s going to be quite an interesting
exercise in democracy. I just hope that the
people responsible for hearing—holding the
hearings and voting up or down are able
to have a civil discourse. It would be good
for the country; it would be good for peo-
ple’s understanding of how democracy
works.

Listen, Her Majesty is fixing to host a
lunch, for which I am grateful. Thank you
all for coming. Thank you, Prime Minister.

Prime Minister Rasmussen. Thank you
very much.

NoTE: The President’s news conference
began at 10:02 a.m. in the Marienborg. In
his remarks, he referred to Queen Margrethe
II of Denmark. Prime Minister Rasmussen
referred to President Robert Mugabe of
Zimbabwe.
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Remarks Following Discussions With Prime Minister Tony Blair of the
United Kingdom and an Exchange With Reporters in Auchterarder,

Scotland
July 7, 2005

Prime Minister Blair. Good morning, ev-
eryone. First of all, can I say a warm wel-
come to the President of the United States
here at the G-8 summit. And I hope and
believe we’ll have a good and productive
couple of days. You know the issues that
are there—Africa and climate change—and
I hope and believe we can make good
progress on both of them.

We've had a good discussion this morn-
ing, and the commitments that we've en-
tered into over the past period of time on
Africa, as you know, has—through the focus
of the G-8, I think has meant that we
are in a position where I hope, very much,
we can meet the reasonable expectations
of many millions of people outside.

And on climate change, obviously, we've
been discussing the issue and whether it’s
going to be possible to move into a dif-
ferent position on this issue in the future,
where the world can come together. I cer-
tainly hope so.

Obviously, again, we discussed the broad
range of issues too, the issue of Iraq and
Iran, the broader Middle East, and so on—
the normal range of issues you'd expect.

So I think that’s all I really need to say
by way of opening. The President will say
a few words. And then we just—I've got
the President of China coming shortly that
I have to go and greet. And welll take
a question from the British and a question
from the Americans, if that’s okay.

Mr. President.

President Bush. Thank you, Tony. It's a
beautiful day for a bike ride. [Laughter]
So was yesterday, I thought. But thank you
for your leadership. This is going to be
a successful summit.

The reason why is, is that the Prime
Minister set very important goals for the
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industrialized world to meet, one of which
is to help impoverished people on the con-
tinent of Africa. I'm proud of my Nation’s
contribution toward meeting that goal. I
think the world, when they take a good
look at what we’ve achieved here, will say
that all of us are living up to the admoni-
tion that to whom much is given, much
is required.

I bring some specific projects to the
table. One is to do something about malaria
on the continent of Africa. Another is to
educate young girls on the continent of Af-
rica. Another is to help battered women
on the continent of Africa as well as our
broader initiatives of trade and HIV/AIDS
initiative.

Speaking about trade, I think it's very
important for the world to hear very clearly
the position of the United States, and that
is that we want to work with the EU to
rid our respective countries of agricultural
subsidies. The best place to do that is at
the Doha round. I would hope that by
2010, that the Doha round will achieve that
objective.

Secondly, the Prime Minister has put
global climate change on the table. This
is an important issue. Its an issue that
we—where there’s been disagreement in
the past. But I think if people, again, look
at what the Prime Minister, through his
leadership, has achieved, there is a con-
sensus that we need to move forward to-
gether.

The way to move forward together is to
recognize, one, there’s a problem, which
I have—since I've been the President, and
two, that there is a constructive way to
deal with the problem. The most construc-
tive way to deal with the problem from
our perspective is, one, to not only include
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the United States in discussions but also
include developing countries in discussions,
countries like India and China.

So you made a wise move, Mr. Prime
Minister, to have invited India and China
to this conference, where we will discuss
our economic growth potential, coupled
with the need to be wise stewards of the
environment.

Secondly, this is a great opportunity to
discuss the need to share technologies.
We're spending over $20 billion a year on
the issue of global warming and on the
issue of how to diversify ourselves away
from a hydrocarbon-based economy, so that
we can not only have economic security
and better national security but also so we
can deal with this important issue. And I
look forward to the discussions we’re going
to have on this important topic.

As the Prime Minister said, we also
talked about the freedom agenda. One of
the interesting discussions we're going to
have this afternoon is progress being made
between the Palestinians and Israelis. And
I believe Jim Wolfensohn is coming, who
is representing not only the United States
but also members of the EU, to discuss
a way forward. And I look forward to hav-
ing that discussion and look forward to con-
crete ways that we all can contribute to
this very important process.

All and all, Mr. Prime Minister, you've
done a fine job. Thanks for having us. You
picked a beautiful location, and of course,
you've painted a beautiful day for us.

Thank you.

Prime Minister Blair. Thank you very
much. Okay, Tom [Tom Raum, Associated
Press]—one UK, then one

Climate Change

Q. Mr. President, could T ask you about
climate change? First of all, have you in
any way changed your own view about this?
And do you regard emissions targets as now
off the table in terms of resolving this prob-
lem?

President Bush. 1 think if you look at
a speech I gave in the Rose Garden there
at the White House, I believe it was in
the year 2001, I recognized that greenhouse
gases were an issue and that we must deal
with it. T also strongly believe that tech-
nologies and the proper use of technologies
will enable the world to grow our econo-
mies and, at the same time, be wiser about
how we protect the environment.

I said that based upon scientific evi-
dence, the goal of the United States is to
reduce, neutralize—neutralize and then re-
duce emissions of greenhouse gases over
time. And so my position has been pretty
steady. What I didn’t agree to was a way
forward that, one, would have endangered
our economy, and a way forward that ex-
cluded developing nations. I think there’s
a better way.

And the reason I'm appreciative of the
Prime Minister for putting this on the—
putting this issue on the agenda is that
we're now developing the better way for-
ward. And the United States is more than
happy to participate
including in targets, emissions

targets

President Bush. We believe there’s a bet-
ter way than—actually, T've set targets. The
targets I've set are based upon efficiency
standards that we would reduce greenhouse
gases by 18 percent, relative to our eco-
nomic growth. And we're meeting those
targets.

But the former construct just didn’t work
for us. And I fully recognize that by making
that point, it was not a popular position
in parts of the world. Now is the time
to get beyond the Kyoto period and de-
velop a strategy forward that is inclusive
not only of the United States but of the
developing nations and, of course, nations
like Great Britain.

And so the Prime Minister did the world
a service by putting this on the agenda,
and it'’s a chance to talk constructively and
positively about what is possible. For exam-
ple, for the United States to—for our own
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economic security and national security, we
have got to become less dependent on hy-
drocarbons. And the best way to do that
is to develop new ways to power our auto-
mobiles through a—and so I've laid out
a hydrogen initiative in which were going
to spend over a billion dollars to develop
research necessary to help foster new ways
to power automobiles—by the way, which
will have an enormous effect on the future
state of the environment.

So here’s a way, for example, for us to
work together. And it's—Great Britain can
be a great part of the hydrogen initiative,
and I think the Prime Minister wants to
be. Japan, of course, will play a leading
role in the hydrogen initiative, and Prime
Minister Koizumi is at the table. Germany
should play a great role. In other words,
there’s an opportunity for those of us who
have got the capacity to spend research dol-
lars to share information. As I told you,
we're spending over $20 billion a year to
be better stewards of the environment and,
at the same time, make sure that in the
out years, we can grow our economy in
a reasonable way.

Sorry, go ahead.

Prime Minister Blair. 1 was just going
to come in here and say, I think you've
got to understand what we're trying to do
here. And I think people do, but it’s just
worth me saying this: There’s no point in
going back over the Kyoto debate. My
country has got its position on Kyoto, as
have others; America has got its position
on Kyoto. That is an argument that there
has been, and we can’t resolve that, and
we’re not going to negotiate some new trea-
ty on climate change at the G-8 summit.
That’s not what it’s about.

What it is about is seeing whether it
will be possible in the future to bring peo-
ple back into consensus together, not just
America and Europe and Japan but also
America, Europe, Japan, and the emerging
economies like China, like India, who in
the future, are going to be the major con-
sumers of energy.
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Now, can we do that? I don’t know. But
it’s important that we at least begin a proc-
ess of dialog that allows us to make
progress on it. And as you've just heard,
it's not that America is saying, “Well, we
don’t care about this issue.” The investment
in research and development into clean
technologies is probably greater in America
than any other country in the world. The
question is, can we, as we go forward, cre-
ate the conditions in which, when Kyoto
ends, which it does in 2012, it’s possible
for the world to move into consensus? And
if it isn’t possible, then we've got a real
problem for the future.

So it's important we set out the ambi-
tions for this summit in a measured way.
We're not going to resolve every single
issue at the G—8 summit in relation to this,
but I think what we can do is narrow the
issues down, get agreement that there is
a problem, that we need to tackle it, that
we need to move forward together in doing
so, and then give ourselves the pathways—
I said to you guys yesterday—give ourselves
the pathway into a process that will allow
us, post-Kyoto, to get back into agreement.

And that's—and no disrespect to any-
one’s position on the existing Kyoto treaty.
Everyone has got their positions on that,
and that’s not going to change. There’s no
point in thinking that’s going to change,
but the future is crucial.

President Bush. I'm trying to recover
from my faux pas yesterday. I made a ter-
rible mistake yesterday. Toby [Tabassum
Zakaria, Reuters|—[laughter|—listen, I
don’t want to revisit—I don’t

Prime Minister Blair. That's an intro for
the American media. [Laughter]

President Bush. 1 don’t want to revisit
the mistake. Let’s just say, slightly offen-
sive—wrong gender when I called on her.

Proposed Unocal Corporation Purchase

Q. Mr. President, how can the United
States, on one hand, urge China to play
by the rules of the global economy and
move toward a flexible currency and, on
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the other hand, efforts by Chinese compa-
nies like CNOOC to expand seem to be
running into some roadblocks?

President Bush. Well, what she’s refer-
ring to is the fact that a Chinese oil com-
pany that's owned by the Government is
attempting to purchase U.S. assets. And
there’s been some concern expressed by
Members of the Congress in the form of
a resolution that said that we are concerned
about economic security—and national se-
curity for that matter—when it comes to
a state-owned company purchasing private
assets.

There is a process that our Government
uses to analyze such purchases—or intent
to purchase. And it’s best that I allow that
process to move forward without comment.

Thank you.

Prime Minister Blair. Okay, thanks very
much, guys. See you later.

President’s Bike Accident

Q. How are you?

President Bush. Feeling good, yes. Great.
Ready to go for another ride.

Q. Did you hurt yourself badly?

President Bush. No. Talked to the police-
man last night. He’s doing fine. I'm less
worried about myself and more worried
about him. It just goes to show that I
should act my age. [Laughter]

Q. Were you wearing a helmet when you
crashed?

President Bush. Absolutely.

Q. Did you crash into his bike? Is that
what happened?

President Bush. No, no, he was standing.
I hit slick pavement. I was—we were flying
coming in. And by the way, when you ride
hard on a mountain bike, sometimes you
fall. Otherwise, you're not riding hard. And
it was at the end of a good hour ride.
The pavement was slick, and the bike came
out from underneath me—just like that—
just like that person on the Tour de France
the other day. He’s a lot better bike rider
than I am, but—[laughter]—that other
American.

Q. It's something to do when you re-
tire

President Bush. 1 don’t think so. I think
I'm—I think I found my limitations. But,
I can’t—for those of you who like to moun-
tain bike, I would strongly suggest getting
out in this beautiful countryside. It is a
spectacular part of the world. Just be care-
ful on the finish. [Laughter]

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:39 a.m. at
the Gleneagles Hotel. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to James D. Wolfensohn, Quartet Spe-
cial Envoy for Gaza Disengagement; and
Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi of Japan.
Prime Minister Blair referred to President
Hu Jintao of China.

Remarks on the Terrorist Attacks in London From Auchterarder, Scotland

July 7, 2005

I spent some time recently with the
Prime Minister, Tony Blair, and had an
opportunity to express our heartfelt condo-
lences to the people of London, people
who lost lives. I appreciate Prime Minister
Blair’s steadfast determination and his
strength. He’s on his way now to London
here from the G-8 to speak directly to

the people of London. Hell carry a mes-
sage of solidarity with him.

This morning I have been in contact with
our Homeland Security folks. I instructed
them to be in touch with local and State
officials about the facts of what took place
here and in London and to be extra vigilant
as our folks start heading to work.
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The contrast between what we've seen
on the TV screens here, what’s taken place
in London and what's taking place here,
is incredibly vivid to me. On the one hand,
we have people here who are working to
alleviate poverty, to help rid the world of
the pandemic of AIDS, working on ways
to have a clean environment, and on the
other hand, you've got people killing inno-
cent people. And the contrast couldn’t be
clearer between the intentions and the
hearts of those of us who care deeply about
human rights and human liberty, and those
who kill—those who have got such evil in
their heart that they will take the lives of
innocent folks.

The war on terror goes on. I was most
impressed by the resolve of all the leaders
in the room. Their resolve is as strong as
my resolve, and that is we will not yield
to these people, will not yield to the terror-
ists. We will find them. We will bring them
to justice, and at the same time, we will
spread an ideology of hope and compassion
that will overwhelm their ideology of hate.

Thank you very much.

NoTE: The President spoke at 1:30 p.m. at
the Gleneagles Hotel. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Prime Minister Tony Blair of the
United Kingdom. The Office of the Press
Secretary also released a Spanish language
transcript of these remarks.

Remarks on Signing the Book of Condolence at the Embassy of the United

Kingdom
July 8, 2005

President Bush. Yesterday was an incred-
ibly sad day for a lot of families in London.
It's my honor, Ambassador, to come and
represent our great country in extending
our condolences to the people of Great
Britain. To those who suffer loss of life,
we pray for God’s blessings. For those who
are injured, we pray for fast healing. The
British people are steadfast and strong.
Long we've admired the great spirit of
the—of Londoners and the people of Great
Britain. Once again that great strength of
character is coming through.

Thank you, Ambassador, for letting me
come by.

of the

President,

Ambassador David Manning
United Kingdom. Well, Mr.
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could T just say thank you very much, sir,
for coming straight here from the airplane
after the summit at the G-8. It’s enor-
mously good of you to come here. The
gesture is hugely appreciated. And can I
say to you that we have had the most won-
derful gestures of support from the Ameri-
cans over the last 36 hours. We're very
grateful for that. It's a huge source of com-
fort, and thank you so much for coming
today.

President Bush. Yes, sir.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 5:17 p.m. at
the British Embassy.
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The President’s Radio Address
July 9, 2005

Good morning. Thursday morning, ter-
rorists struck at the heart of one of the
world’s great cities in a series of bombings
that hit London’s subway and bus system
as thousands of commuters headed to work.
We in America know the sense of loss that
our British friends feel at this moment. We
extend our sympathies to those who suf-
fered terrible injuries, and we pray for the
families mourning the loss of loved ones.
In this dark hour, the people of Great Brit-
ain can know that the American people
stand with them.

These barbaric attacks occurred as world
leaders gathered in Scotland for the G-
8 summit. While terrorists were killing in-
nocent men and women in London, leaders
at the G-8 were discussing how free na-
tions can combat poverty and HIV/AIDS,
create a cleaner environment, and improve
the lives of people everywhere. The con-
trast could not be more vivid between the
intentions and the hearts of those who care
deeply about human rights and human lib-
erty, and the evil intentions and acts of
those who rejoice in the death and suf-
fering of the innocent.

We experienced this evil in our own
country on a clear September morning in
2001. Since that day, terrorists have contin-
ued to kill and maim in Bali and Casa-
blanca, Riyadh, Jakarta, Istanbul, Madrid,
Baghdad, London, and elsewhere. The ter-
rorists believe that free societies are essen-
tially corrupt and decadent. They believe
that with a few hard blows and the tele-
vised repetition of horrific images of vio-
lence, they can force us to retreat. They
are mistaken.

On the day of the London attacks, every
world leader at the G-8 summit stood with
Prime Minister Blair as he said, “Our de-
termination to defend our values and our
way of life is greater than their determina-
tion to cause death and destruction to inno-

cent people.” The free world is united in
its resolve: We will never yield to terrorists
and murderers. In the face of such adver-
saries, there is only one course of action:
We will continue to take the fight to the
enemy, and we will fight until the enemy
is defeated.

We are now waging a global war on ter-
ror from the mountains of Afghanistan to
the border regions of Pakistan to the Horn
of Africa to the islands of the Philippines
to the plains of Iraq. We will stay on the
offense, fighting the terrorists abroad so we
do not have to face them at home. We
will continue to deny the terrorists safe
haven and the support of rogue states. And
at the same time, we will spread the uni-
versal values of hope and freedom that will
overwhelm their ideology of tyranny and
hate. The free world did not seek this con-
flict, yet we will win it.

Here at home, Federal, State, and local
officials are doing everything possible to
protect us from another terrorist attack in
America. While we have no specific cred-
ible information suggesting an imminent at-
tack in the United States, in light of the
bombings in London, we have raised the
threat level from elevated to high for our
passenger rail, subway, and bus systems. I
urge all Americans to remain alert and to
report any suspicious activity to your local
authorities.

This week, there is great suffering in the
city of London. Yet the British people are
resilient, and they have faced brutal en-
emies before. The nation that survived the
Nazi blitz will not be intimidated by terror-
ists. And just as America and Great Britain
stood together to defeat the murderous
ideologies of the 20th century, we again
stand together to defeat the hateful
ideologies of the 21st century.

The terrorists cannot shake our will.
America and its allies will act decisively,
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because we know that the future of civiliza-

tion is at stake in this struggle, and we

know that the cause of freedom will prevail.
May God bless the people of Great Brit-

ain, and may He continue to bless America.
Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 9:25 a.m.
on July 8 at the Gleneagles Hotel in

Auchterarder, Scotland, for broadcast at
10:06 a.m. on July 9. The transcript was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary
on July 8 but was embargoed for release until
the broadcast. In his address, the President
referred to Prime Minister Tony Blair of the
United Kingdom. The Office of the Press
Secretary also released a Spanish language
transcript of this address.

Remarks at the FBI National Academy in Quantico, Virginia

July 11, 2005

Thanks for the warm welcome. It's my
pleasure to be back here at Quantico, the
FBI Academy. I'm honored to be with so
many courageous men and women who
have stepped forward to protect our Na-
tion.

Today, we are fighting a global war on
terror. And here at Quantico, you're train-
ing and retraining for a critical mission, and
that’s to defend our homeland. You're fight-
ing the terrorists who wish to harm us.
You're breaking up their cells. You're dis-
rupting their financing. You are stopping
them before they can strike our country
and kill our citizens. Your work is difficult.
It is dangerous. I want you to know how
much your country appreciates you, and so
do L.

I thank the FBI folks who have wel-
comed me here. I also want to thank the
DEA agents who are with us here today.
By working to keep drug money from fi-
nancing terror, you're playing an important
part in this world—in this war. I want to
thank the U.S. and international police offi-
cers who are training here. I want to thank
the local first-responders who have joined
us. You protect us in times of emergency.
I want to thank you for being on the
frontlines of fighting these terrorists.

Quantico is also known as the “Cross-
roads of the Corps.” In the war on terror,
the Marines are serving with valor and dis-
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tinction. You helped liberate 50 million
people in Afghanistan and Iraq. Today, you
stand between the American people and
the worst dangers in the world. In this war,
the Marines will fight, in the words of the
Rifleman’s Creed, “Until victory is Amer-
ica’s and there is no enemy.” America is
grateful to have the United States Marine
Corps defending our freedom. I want to
thank you for your courage and your sac-
rifice.

I appreciate our Attorney General, Al
Gonzales, who has joined us today. Gen-
eral, thank you for being here. I want to
thank Ambassador John Negroponte, the
Director of the National Intelligence.
Thanks for coming, Mr. Director. I appre-
ciate Director Bob Mueller of the FBI—
doing a fantastic job. Thank you, Bob, for
coming. Director Porter Goss of the CIA;
Administrator Karen Tandy of the Drug
Administration—the Drug Enforcement
Administration—{laughter]—thank you,
Karen.

I appreciate the chairman of the Senate
Armed Services Committee, Senator John
Warner of Virginia, joining us today. Sen-
ator, thank you for coming. Senator George
Allen from Virginia is with us as well. And
I appreciate the vice chairman of the
House Homeland Security Committee,
Congressman Curt Weldon, for being with
us today. Thank you all for being here.
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Finally, I appreciate Colonel Mike Lowe,
the Base Commander at Quantico. Colonel,
thank you very much. I appreciate your
hospitality today, and I appreciate your hos-
pitality when I bring my mountain bike out
here to ride. [Laughter]

In London last Thursday, terrorists killed
dozens of commuters and wounded hun-
dreds more. Americans know what it’s like
to be attacked on our own soil. Our hearts
go out to the many innocent people in Lon-
don who suffered terrible injuries, and we
pray for the families mourning the loss of
loved ones. In this difficult hour, the peo-
ple of Great Britain can know the American
people stand with you.

I was with the Prime Minister, Prime
Minister Tony Blair, at the G-8 summit
in Scotland when the terrorists struck his
homeland. The contrast could not have
been more vivid. We were there to discuss
ways to make the world a better and more
compassionate place, and in London, the
terrorists were killing innocent men and
women in cold blood. These attacks were
barbaric, and they provide a clear window
into the evil we face.

We don’t know who committed the at-
tacks in London, but we do know that ter-
rorists celebrate the suffering of the inno-
cent. We do know that terrorists murder
in the name of a totalitarian ideology that
hates freedom, rejects tolerance, and de-
spises all dissent. Their aim—the aim of
the terrorists is to remake the Middle East
in their own grim image of tyranny and
oppression by toppling governments, by ex-
porting terror, by forcing free nations to
retreat and withdraw.

To achieve these aims, they attacked our
country on September the 11th, 2001.
They've continued to kill in Bali, in Casa-
blanca, Riyadh, Jakarta, Istanbul, Madrid,
and elsewhere. These kind of people who
blow up subways and buses are not people
you can negotiate with or reason with or
appease. In the face of such adversaries,
there is only one course of action: We will
continue to take the fight to the enemy,

and we will fight until this enemy is de-
feated.

The terrorists want to attack our country
and harm our citizens. They believe that
the world’s democracies are weak and that
by killing innocent civilians, they can break
our will. They’re mistaken. America will not
retreat in the face of terrorists and mur-
derers, and neither will the free world. As
Prime Minister Blair said after the attacks
in London, “Our determination to defend
our values and our way of life is greater
than their determination to cause death and
destruction to innocent people.” The attack
in London was an attack on the civilized
world. And the civilized world is united
in its resolve: We will not yield; we will
defend our freedom.

Our Nation has no greater mission than
stopping the terrorists from launching new
and more deadly attacks. And whether
you're fighting the terrorists in Afghanistan
or Iraq or routing out terrorists here at
home, America is counting on you to stop
them.

To accomplish this vital mission, we have
a comprehensive strategy in place. We're
working to protect the homeland. We're
working to improve our intelligence so we
can uncover terrorist plots before they un-
fold, and we’re staying on the offensive.
We're fighting the enemy in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan and across the world so we do
not have to face them here at home.

And we are spreading the hope of free-
dom across the broader Middle East. By
offering an alternative to the terrorists” dark
vision of hatred and fear, we are laying
the foundation of peace for our children
and our grandchildren.

To protect the American people, we con-
tinue to take extraordinary measures to de-
fend the homeland. We created a new De-
partment of Homeland Security. We're
posting Homeland Security personnel at
foreign ports and strengthening airport and
seaport security. We're instituting better
visa screening for those entering the United
States. We're working to prevent potential
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terrorists from coming across our borders
and violating our immigration laws. We're
protecting our Nation’s critical infrastruc-
ture, our bridges and tunnels, our transpor-
tation systems, our nuclear powerplants and
water treatment facilities, and the cyber
networks that keep our Government and
our economy running.

We've provided more than $14 billion
over the last 4 years to train and equip
local first-responders. In all, we've more
than tripled funding for homeland security
since 2001. We’re working tirelessly to pro-
tect the American people and to prevent
new terrorists attacks. In an age of new
dangers, were doing everything in our
power to do our jobs. And I want to thank
you for your hard work.

To defend our homeland, we need the
best possible intelligence. We face a new
kind of enemy. This enemy hides in caves
and plots in shadows and then emerges to
strike and kill in cold blood in our cities
and communities. Staying a step ahead of
this enemy and disrupting their plans is
an unprecedented challenge for our intel-
ligence community. We're reforming our
intelligence agencies to meet the new
threats. We've established a new National
Counterterrorism Center where we are
bringing together all the available intel-
ligence on terrorist threats. We're sharing
intelligence across all levels of government,
the Federal level, the State level, and the
local level.

We're working with our allies to share
information and to prevent terrorists from
obtaining weapons of mass destruction.
Thanks to the hard work of hundreds in
our intelligence community, we have
stopped a number of grave threats to the
American people. Together with our allies,
we uncovered and dismantled Libya’s nu-
clear program. We worked with Pakistan
and other nations to shut down the world’s
most dangerous nuclear trading network.
And since September the 11th, our coali-
tion has disrupted a number of Al Qaida
terrorist plots, arrested Al Qaida operatives
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here to case specific U.S. targets, and
caught others trying to sneak into our coun-
try.

Our enemy is constantly studying our de-
fenses and adapting its own tactics, so we
must constantly strengthen our capabilities.
And that’s why I appointed a bipartisan
Commission, led by Judge Laurence
Silberman and former Senator Chuck
Robb. I asked them to give me an unvar-
nished look at our intelligence capabilities
and our intelligence successes as well as
analyzing our intelligence failures. Two
weeks ago, after careful review, I approved
70 of the Commission’s recommendations
for implementation.

One of the new steps were taking is
the creation of the National Security Serv-
ice within the FBI, to more completely in-
tegrate the Bureau’s work with the intel-
ligence community. The purpose of this
change is to strengthen the FBI, so it not
only investigates terrorist crimes after they
happen, but the FBI can be more capable
to stop the terrorist acts before they hap-
pen. The FBI is in the fight. The FBI
has deployed its personnel across the world,
in Iraq and Afghanistan and other fronts
in the war on terror. FBI agents are ques-
tioning captured terrorists and uncovering
information that will help prevent new at-
tacks on our homeland.

Here in America, the FBI has helped
break up terrorist cells and financing net-
works in California, in Oregon, Illinois,
North Carolina, New York, New Jersey,
Virginia, Florida, and other States. And one
of the important tools Federal agents have
used to protect America is the PATRIOT
Act. T call on Congress to reauthorize the
16 critical provisions of this act that are
scheduled to expire at the end of this year.
The terrorist threats against us will not ex-
pire at the end of this year and neither
should the protections of the PATRIOT
Act.

The FBI efforts are central to our suc-
cess in the war on terror. The agents and
analysts in this hall and your colleagues
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around the country, work around the clock
to prevent new attacks, and I thank you
for that. With every cell you uncover and
every terrorist you arrest, you're making
this country safer. Thanks for a job well
done.

We know that there is no such thing
as perfect security and that in a free and
open society, it is impossible to protect
against every threat. As we saw in London
last week, the terrorists need to be right
only once. Free nations need to be right
100 percent of the time. The best way to
defend America is to stay on the offense.
When terrorists spread their—spend their
days and nights struggling to avoid death
or capture, they are less capable of arming
and training and plotting new attacks.

So, together with our allies, we're on the
offense, and we will stay on the offense.
We have damaged the Al Qaida network
across the world. In the Persian Gulf, Al
Qaida’s chief of operations has been cap-
tured. In southeast Asia, a top strategist
for Al Qaida’s associate group was captured.
In Pakistan, top Al Qaida leaders have been
captured, including one of bin Laden’s sen-
ior terrorist facilitators. We captured the
mastermind of the September the 11th at-
tacks. We captured a terrorist involved in
the bombings of the U.S. Embassies in
Kenya and Tanzania, and a key planner in
the attack on the USS Cole. Our ally Paki-
stan has killed or captured more than 600
terrorists, including bin Laden’s chief of op-
erations, a man named al-Libbi. Saudi Ara-
bia has killed or captured more than two
dozen of its most wanted terrorists.

The terrorists remain dangerous, but
from the mountains of Afghanistan to the
border regions of Pakistan to the Horn of
Africa and to the islands of the Philippines,
our coalition is bringing our enemies to
justice and bringing justice to our enemies.
We will keep the terrorists on the run until
they have no place left to hide.

In the war on terror, Iraq is now a cen-
tral front. The terrorists fight in Iraq be-
cause they know that the survival of their

hateful ideology is at stake. They know that
as freedom takes root in Iraq, it will inspire
millions across the Middle East to claim
their liberty as well. And when the Middle
East grows in democracy and prosperity
and hope, the terrorists will lose their spon-
sors. Theyll lose their recruits. They will
lose their hopes for turning that region into
a base of attacks against America and our
allies.

The stakes in Iraq are high, and no one
knows the stakes better than our troops.
An American battalion commander in Iraq
put it this way in an e-mail: “I know that
most of you are probably asking if our pres-
ence here and loss of human life are worth
it. We're here for a purpose. And if not
now, when will we stand up to the terror-
ists that are sick enough to do these things
in God’s name?”

We are standing up, and the sacrifice
is worth it. By helping Iraq’s—the Iraqis
build a free nation that is an ally in the
war on terror, we are advancing the cause
of freedom and the cause of peace.

To help Iraqgis build a free nation, we
have a clear plan, with both a military track
and a political track. Our military is pur-
suing the terrorists and helping to train
Iraqi security forces so they can defend
their people and fight the enemy on their
own. Our plan can be summed up this way:
As the Iraqis stand up, we will stand down.

Our troops see the progress the Iraqi
security forces have made. Captain Glenn
Colby of the Rhode Island National Guard
says that when he arrived in Iraq over a
year ago, the Iraqi police were afraid to
go outside their building. Recently, he says,
the soldiers were on patrol when the Iraqi
police charged past them in hot pursuit
of insurgents. He says of the Iraqgi police,
quote, “Now you see them everywhere. You
see them at checkpoints on the streets. You
see them on patrol. You see them stand
and fight.”

The Iraqi people are seeing progress.
They're stepping forward to the fight. One
Iraqi who stepped forward is a traffic cop
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named Jamal. Recently, Jamal was training
in the city of Irbil with about 200 other
recruits, when a red car came hurtling to-
ward them and it exploded. He survived,
but many of his comrades did not. Here’s
what he says: “I saw friends killed and
wounded and crying out and blood every-
where. It is not the first time they tried
to kill us. We're not afraid. I'll stay a po-
liceman and serve my country.” Americans
are proud to serve alongside such brave
allies, people willing to take risk for democ-
racy and freedom, people willing to sac-
rifice.

The leaders of the new Iraqi military see
the progress. The Iragi general in charge
of his country’s elite special forces puts it
this way: “Before, the Americans were tak-
ing the lead, and we were following.” Now,
he said proudly of his forces, “We're taking
the lead.” We are working for the day when
the entire Iraqi army can say the same
thing. Our coalition will help Iraqgis so they
can fight the enemy on their own. And
then American forces can come home to
a proud and grateful nation.

We know that the terrorists will not be
defeated by force of arms alone. Iragis
need a strong military to engage the enemy.
But just as important is a strong and secure
democracy that will provide an alternative
to the terrorists’ ideology of hate. So Iraqis
are hard at work building the institutions
of a free society.

In January, more than 8 million Iraqis
defied the terrorists and cast their ballots
in the country’s first free elections in dec-
ades. Now, their Transitional National As-
sembly is working to write a new constitu-
tion for a free Iraq. And Iraq’s new leaders
are reaching out to Sunni Arabs who did
not participate in the January elections.
Last week, 15 Sunni Arab delegates jointed
the committee that is drafting a new Iraqi
constitution. More and more, Sunni Arabs
say they intend to vote in the constitutional
referendum later this year. Support for the
democratic progress—process is growing
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throughout Iraq, including in the Sunni
Arab communities.

As a Iraqis take these steps toward polit-
ical and military reform, they are building
a free nation that will be a beacon—a bea-
con of liberty in the Middle East. The suc-
cess of democracy in Iraq is sending forth
the news from Damascus to Tehran that
freedom can be the future of every nature.

The Palestinian people have gone to the
polls and have chosen a leader committed
to negotiation instead of violence. In Leb-
anon, people took to the streets to demand
the restoration of their sovereignty, and
they have now gone to the polls and voted
in free elections. And as freedom spreads
in these countries, it is inspiring democratic
reformers in places like Egypt and Saudi
Arabia.

Our troops on the frontlines see this
transformation up close. Marine Lance Cor-
poral Marty Schwader recently returned
from Iraq. He says, “We really kicked
something off in the Middle East, and all
the countries over there are starting to real-
ly think about the way they want to run
their countries.”

The heart of our strategy is this: Free
societies are peaceful societies. So in the
long run, the only way to defeat the
ideologies of hatred and fear, the only way
to make sure our country is secure in the
long run, is to advance the cause of free-
dom.

We have seen freedom conquer evil and
secure the peace before. In World War II,
free nations came together to fight the ide-
ology of fascism, and freedom prevailed.
And today, Germany and Japan are allies
in securing the peace. In the cold war,
freedom defeated the ideology of com-
munism and led to a Europe whole, free,
and at peace.

Today in the Middle East, freedom is
once again contending with an ideology that
seeks to sow anger and hatred and despair.
And like fascism and communism before,
the hateful ideologies that use terror will
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be defeated by the unstoppable power of
freedom and democracy.

The Prime Minister recently said, “There
is no hope in terrorism nor any future in
it worth living, and it is the hope that is
the alternative to this hatred.” So we’ll
spread the hope of freedom and leave a
more peaceful world for our children and
our grandchildren.

This week there’s great suffering in the
city of London, but Londoners are resilient.
They have faced brutal enemies before. A
city that survived the Nazi blitz will not
yield in the face of thugs and assassins.
And just as America and Great Britain
stood together to defeat the totalitarian
ideologies of the 20th century, we now
stand together against the murderous
ideologies of the 21st century.

History teaches us that we can be con-
fident in the future because the darkness
of tyranny is no match for the shining
power of freedom. There will be tough
fighting ahead. There will be difficult mo-
ments along the path to victory. The terror-
ists know they can’t defeat us on the battle-
field. The only way the terrorists can win
is if we lose our nerve. This isn’t going

to happen on my watch. America and its
allies will continue to act decisively, and
the cause of freedom will prevail.

Thank you for your service.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 10:37 a.m. In
his remarks, he referred to Prime Minister
Tony Blair of the United Kingdom; Abd al-
Rahim al-Nashiri, Al Qaida’s chief of oper-
ations for the Persian Gulf; Nurjaman
Riduan Isamuddin (also known as Hambali),
Al Qaida’s chief operational planner in
Southeast Asia; Khalid Sheikh Mohammed,
senior Al Qaida leader responsible for plan-
ning the September 11, 2001, terrorist attack,
who was captured in Pakistan on March 1,
2003; Usama bin Laden, leader of the Al
Qaida terrorist organization; Abu Faraj al-
Libbi, senior Al Qaida associate arrested in
Pakistan on April 30; and President
Mahmoud Abbas (Abu Mazen) of the Pales-
tinian Authority. The President also referred
to the Commission on the Intelligence Capa-
bilities of the United States Regarding Weap-
ons of Mass Destruction. The Office of the
Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of these remarks.

Message on the Observance of the 10th Anniversary of the Massacre in

Srebrenica
June 11, 2005

On July 11, we remember the tragic loss
of lives in Srebrenica ten years ago. The
mass murder of nearly eight thousand men
and boys was Europe’s worst massacre of
civilians since World War II and a grim
reminder that there are evil people who
will kill the innocent without conscience
or mercy. This horrific event remains a
source of pain for people in the Balkan
region and for all those who believe in free-
dom and the dignity of human life. T join
all Americans in sending our deepest con-

dolences and expressions of sympathy on
this solemn occasion.

The United States supports the people
of Bosnia and Herzegovina and the families
of those who suffered as they commemo-
rate this terrible chapter in history. We
grieve for their loss and applaud the
strength and courage of those who have
returned to Srebrenica to rebuild their
lives. We also remain committed to ensur-
ing that those responsible for these crimes
face justice, most notably Radovan Karadzic
and Ratko Mladic.
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I appreciate all the individuals who are
advancing reconciliation and a strong Euro-
pean future for Bosnia and Herzegovina.
A modern and democratic Balkan region
is an essential element in a Europe that
is unified, free, and at peace. As we work
to make the world more peaceful, we share
a common faith in the value of freedom,

the sanctity of life, and the triumph of good
over evil.

May God bless the people of the Balkan
region and the souls of the departed.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this message.

Remarks Following Discussions With Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong of
Singapore and an Exchange With Reporters

July 12, 2005

President Bush. Mr. Prime Minister, wel-
come.

Prime Minister Lee. Thank you.

President Bush. We've just had a very
interesting and comprehensive discussion
about our bilateral relations, which are
strong. But Singapore is—is a country that
has an interesting position in the Far East.
The Prime Minister brings a perspective
about the U.S. role, about the future of
the region that I have found fascinating.
The Prime Minister is a strategic thinker.
He obviously worries about the lives of the
citizens in his country, daily lives, in what’s
taking place, but he’s also got the capacity
to see beyond the horizon.

And I want to thank you for sharing your
insights. I appreciate so very much your—
your advice. And I look forward to working
with you. We're going to sign a very impor-
tant document here, cementing our good
relationship.

And finally, the Prime Minister and I
share a clear vision about the world in
which we live when it comes to terror—
these terrorists that kill on a moment’s no-
tice. They don’t care who you are. They
want to shake our will. They want to drive
America from the world. They want the
free world to retreat. They've got ideolog-
ical ambitions, and it’s going to require a
steadfast response, and the Prime Minister
understands that.
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And T appreciate your strength of char-
acter and your clear vision about the dan-
gers we face. Welcome. Glad you're here.

Prime Minister Lee. Thank you, Mr.
President. I'm very happy to be here to
meet the President in the Oval Office.
Singapore and America share many com-
mon interests and many similar perspec-
tives on the world around us, particularly
in Asia. And I've been happy to have a
wide exchange of views with the President
on how Southeast Asia is developing, what's
happening in Asia, how China and India
are opening up and becoming influential
in the region and exerting a positive influ-
ence on many of the countries, and how
America can be part of Asia and engage,
participating, and continuing to stabilize
and to maintain the security in the region,
as it has done for many years.

One aspect of security, of course, is
antiterror. And I told the President how
much we appreciated America’s strong,
consistent stand on this, that not with-
standing any—whatever the terrorists may
throw at America, that it will stay firm,
and there’s absolute confidence that it will
not waver, whether in Iraq or anywhere
else in the world.

It’s critical to wus because, for us,
antiterror is also a hot agenda item. So
its one of the areas of mutual interest
which has lead our two countries to embark
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upon a strategic framework agreement
which will set out the basis for us to broad-
en and deepen the cooperation which we
already have had over these many years.
And I'm very happy that today we’ll have
the chance to sign that agreement.

President Bush. Thank you, sir.

We'll answer a question a piece. Deb
[Deb Riechmann, Associated Press].

Upcoming Supreme Court Nomination

Q. Mr. President, you had a meeting this
morning with four leading Senators. How
much more input do you need before you'll
be able to make a decision on this? And
you know, how close are you?

President Bush. Closer today than I was
yesterday. [Laughter] 1 did have a good
breakfast with four United States Senators,
the leaders of the Senate plus the heads
of the Judiciary Committee. I asked their
advice on a couple of matters. One, I asked
their advice on the timing of a nominee.
In other words, how fast could they get
to the—to the hearings necessary for a
nominee’s name to move forward. Obvi-
ously, we're in a very interesting period
here, where you've got the end of the ses-
sion coming up; then you've got an August
break. So I was just trying to get a sense
of their view of the calendar. And I want
to thank them for being forthright.

Obviously, they get to decide. Theyre
the legislative branch; they get to deter-
mine how fast to move a nominee’s name
or not. My only question to them is: What
will it take to be able to get a person con-
firmed by early October?

Secondly, we talked in general about a
potential nominee. They've got strong opin-
ions, and I wanted to hear them. And
they've shared some opinions with me. And
of course, theyre sharing—many Senators
are sharing their opinions with others on
my staff. We're actively seeking rec-
ommendations.

I am going to be deliberate in the proc-
ess because I want the American people
to know that when I finally make a deci-

sion, it’s going to be one based upon a
lot of research and a lot of thought about
the character of the person, the integrity
of the person, the ability of the person to
do the job, and the philosophy of the per-
son. And as you know, I campaigned twice
for President of the United States, and I
said, “If I have a chance to name somebody
to the Supreme Court or courts in general,
I'll pick people who will use the bench
will interpret the Constitution while on the
bench but not use the bench to legislate.”
We've got a legislative body called the U.S.
House of Representatives and the Senate.
They do the legislation. And the courts will
then interpret the Constitution as to wheth-
er or not the laws are constitutional or not.
And so that’s where we are in the proc-
ess. It’s a
Q. Do you agree with your wife about
her desire for you to name a woman?
President Bush. My wife? Listen, I talked
to her yesterday. She’s in Africa on a mis-
sion of good will. She’s talking about wom-
en’s education and HIV/AIDS. Listen, I get
her advice all the time. I didnt realize
she’d put this advice in the press. That's—
[laughter]. She did? Well, good. I'm defi-
nitely considering—we’re definitely consid-
ering people from all walks of life, and
I can’t wait to hear her advice in person
when she gets back. [Laughter]
Go ahead.

Strategic Framework Agreement

Q. Can we ask some questions on Singa-
pore? What's the significance of the agree-
ment that’s going to be signed from Singa-
pore’s perspective and from the United
States” perspective?

Prime Minister Lee. Well, from our per-
spective, it builds on a very sound relation-
ship and broadens and deepens it further.
It enables wus to focus more on
antiterrorism, on anti-WMD proliferation,
as well as on other aspects of our relation-
ship, defense technology cooperation, mili-
tary cooperation between our armed forces,
and strategic and security exchanges.
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President Bush. From our perspective, it
is a—it is a statement about how important
our relations with Singapore is. We've made
a statement before on economic relations
when we signed a free trade agreement.
And that was an important agreement. It’s
important for our economy. It's important
for the economy of Singapore. This agree-
ment takes our relationship beyond just ec-
onomics. It's a strategic relationship. It is
one that will have long-term consequences
for both our peoples. But I happen to be-
lieve that it'll have long-term consequences
for peace in the region, and that's very
important.

This is a relationship based upon mutual
trust, shared values, but it’s also a relation-

Joint Statement by President George
Hsien Loong of Singapore
July 12, 2005

President George W. Bush and Prime
Minister Lee Hsien Loong reaffirm the
strong U.S.-Singapore partnership and will
open a new chapter in strategic cooperation
by signing the “Strategic Framework Agree-
ment Between the United States of Amer-
ica and the Republic of Singapore for a
Closer Cooperation Partnership in Defense
and Security.”

The Agreement is a natural step in the
expansion of bilateral ties. President Bush
and then-Prime Minister Goh Chok Tong
first announced their intention to conclude
this agreement in October 2003. It was
born out of a shared desire to address com-
mon threats such as terrorism and the pro-
liferation of weapons of mass destruction
(WMD), which called for even closer co-
operation between the United States and
Singapore. The Agreement recognizes
Singapore’s role as a Major Security Co-
operation Partner and will expand the
scope of current cooperation in areas such
as counterterrorism, counter-proliferation,
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ship that recognizes that we have an active
role to play, both countries have an active
role to play, in laying the foundations for
peace in the region of the world that—
in the Far East. And it’s an important re-
gion.

One of the points that the Prime Min-
ister has made to me, and he keeps re-
minding me that our involvement in the
Far East is very important. And we will
stay involved in a constructive way. And
this agreement is a constructive agreement.
It’s a constructive way to stay involved.

Thank you all for coming.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 9:50 a.m. in
the Oval Office at the White House.

W. Bush and Prime Minister Lee

joint military exercises and training, policy
dialogues, and defense technology. The
Agreement will further enhance regional
stability by supporting the continued secu-
rity presence of the United States in South-
east Asia.

The President and Prime Minister agree
that the U.S. presence in the region has
promoted peace and stability, which are
crucial for regional cooperation and eco-
nomic development. The President and
Prime Minister instruct their senior officials
to meet to continue close coordination on
strategic issues in the period leading up
to their next bilateral meeting.

The President and the Prime Minister
acknowledge progress in the war on terror.
The Prime Minister commends the Presi-
dent for the United States’ resolute and
steadfast stance in the war on terror and
expresses Singapore’s continued support in
this endeavour.
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The two leaders welcome the successful
election of the first Iraqi National Assem-
bly. President Bush expresses appreciation
for Singapore’s contributions to Iraq’s re-
construction and stabilization. He com-
mends the professionalism of the Singapore
Armed Forces personnel who have been
deployed in support of Iraq operations over
the past two years and of the Singapore
Police Force, which has provided critically
important training.

The President and Prime Minister ex-
press optimism about the outlook in South-
east Asia. They welcome successful elec-
tions, the strengthening of democratic insti-
tutions, and renewed economic growth in
the region and agree that these trends
should be encouraged. The two leaders
note the progress countries in the region
have made in disabling terrorist networks
through enhanced cooperation among
ASEAN nations and with the international
community. The President and Prime Min-
ister condemn the terrorist attacks in Lon-
don and call on governments around the
world to fight terrorism together. They
agree that a sustained, long-term effort is
needed to defeat terrorism and reaffirm
their commitment to continue Working
closely on law enforcement, non-prolifera-
tion, and other appropriate measures to ad-
dress all aspects of the war on terror.

The President and Prime Minister ex-
press satisfaction with the seamless co-
operation between the United States and
Singapore in responding to the humani-
tarian disaster caused by the tsunamis in
the Indian Ocean. The two leaders note
the increasing importance of the Regional
Emerging Diseases Intervention (REDI)
Centre in light of growing concern over

transnational-public-health threats such as
SARS and avian influenza. They also note
the importance of the Straits of Malacca,
and President Bush pledges U.S. support
for the region’s initiatives for maritime se-
curity.

The President and Prime Minister wel-
come the successful implementation of the
U.S.-Singapore Free Trade Agreement and
the growth in bilateral trade since it be-
came effective on January 1, 2004. They
express satisfaction with growing commer-
cial ties between our two countries and are
confident that trade and investment rela-
tions will continue to expand.

The President and Prime Minister pledge
to sustain the close cooperation between
the United States and Singapore in key re-
gional and global multilateral institutions.
The President reaffirms U.S. support for
ASEAN and the ASEAN Regional Forum.
The two leaders note the central role of
the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation
(APEC) forum in supporting trade and in-
vestment liberalization and in promoting
cooperative efforts to strengthen regional
security. With the forthcoming first Meet-
ing of the East Asia Summit in Kuala
Lumpur in December 2005, they agree that
the future development of cooperation
among countries in the region should be
open, transparent, and inclusive. The Presi-
dent and Prime Minister reaffirm the warm
and strong ties between the United States
and Singapore, which are grounded in his-
torical cooperation, common interests, and
shared strategic perspectives.

NOTE: An original was not available for

verification of the content of this joint state-
ment.
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Remarks Honoring NCAA Championship Teams

July 12, 2005

Thank you all. Please be seated. Not
you.* Welcome to the South Lawn of the
White House for championship day. Today
we have the largest group of NCAA champs
ever gathered at the White House, and we
want to thank you all for coming. I am
honored to be joined on stage by the cap-
tains of the 15 teams that we're honoring
today. Thank you all for being here. Con-
gratulations for being such strong leaders.

I appreciate the Members of Congress
who have come today. Welcome. We're
proud youre here. I want to thank the
coaches and athletic directors who are here
today. But most of all, I want to congratu-
late the men and women who have con-
ducted themselves in the field of play in
such a manner that theyre called cham-
pions. Welcome.

UCLA has won more NCAA champion-
ships than any school in the Nation, so
it’s fitting that three of the champs here
today wear the uniform of the Bruins. Back
in December, the UCLA men’s water polo
team won the national championship with
an overtime victory against Stanford. Con-
gratulations, and welcome. This spring the
UCLA women’s water polo team beat Stan-
ford to win the national championship.
Welcome to the UCLA women’s polo team.
And finally, the UCLA men’s team won
the national championship. I had an honor
to meet all three teams. I'm glad you're
here. Thanks for coming. Congratulations
on a job well done.

And then we have the Georgia Bulldogs,
who are well represented today. [Applause]
It's the South Lawn. Behave yourselves.
[Laughter] The Georgia men’s golf team
posted a wire-to-wire victory at the NCAA
champions. In the final round, interestingly
enough, all five of Georgia’s golfers shot

*The President’s remarks were directed to
team captains.
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the same score, even par. That’s called con-
sistency. The Georgia women’s swimming
and diving team brought home their fourth
NCAA championship. Interestingly enough,
the Lady Bulldogs won all five of the relay
races. And finally, the Georgia women’s
gymnastics team is with us today. They
started the championship meet seeded
number 12 and came out number 1. Con-
gratulations to the teams from Georgia.

Two of the teams here made history by
winning their schools’ first national cham-
pionships in their respective sports. The
Northwestern’s women’s lacrosse team
posted an undefeated season. Twenty-one
straight victories got them here to the
White House. Congratulations to you all.

And then the Michigan women’s softball
team is here today. One of the women
asked me if T wanted to hit against her.
I said, “T don’t think so.” [Laughter] This
will interest you. The first 33 games that
the Michigan women’s softball team played
were on the road. It turns out it’s a little
chilly in Michigan about softball time. They
won 32 of the 33. It was an auspicious
beginning to a championship season. Wel-
come to the Michigan women’s team.

Two of the teams here are celebrating
a championship for the second year in a
row. The Stanford women’s tennis team fin-
ished with an undefeated season and a re-
peat national championship. They beat the
Texas Longhorns in the finals.

The Minnesota women’s hockey team—
the Gophers beat Harvard last year to come
to the White House; they beat Harvard this
year to come to the White House. Con-
gratulations to the mighty Gophers of Min-
nesota.

The Auburn men’s swimming and diving
team is celebrating a three-peat. Congratu-
lations. Glad you all are here. Thanks for
the Speedo. [Laughter] T'm not going to
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wear it—[laughter]—in public that is.
[Laughter]

The Duke women’s golf team is here
to celebrate the national championship in—
they were in 2002. Theyre back. Coach
Brooks of the Duke women’s golf team has
now won three national championships with
the Blue Devils. That ties him with Coach
K. Therefore, he shall be known as Coach
B—not bad. [Laughter]

The Johns Hopkins men’s lacrosse team
is with us today. And Congressman Elijah
Cummings is here to honor them. Johns
Hopkins compiled a perfect record and
pulled out a 9-8 victory to win the first
championship they've had in almost two
decades. Congratulations to Johns Hopkins.

The Pepperdine men’s volleyball team is
with us today. They brought the champion-
ship trophy back to Malibu in the first time
in more than a decade. I want to thank
them for the gift, Surfboard One. [Laugh-
ter]

And finally, we honor the Oklahoma
men’s gymnastics team. It’s the third na-
tional championship they've won in the past
4 years.

It’s such an honor to have you all here.
I want to thank you for being champs on
the field. I want to thank you for being
champs off the field. T know you know
this, but there’s a lot of boys and girls

who watch you all to determine what it
means to be a champ. You probably don’t
realize it, but when youre in the field of
play, there’s a lot of kids wondering what
it takes.

And therefore, when you serve your
community, you're teaching a kid to read,
or when you take the extra time to set
a good example, you really are affecting
people’s lives. See, you have a responsibility
as a champ, not only to win contests for
your respective schools and set personal
goals and achieve them, but I think you
have a responsibility as a champ to set a
good example. And I've read about the
mentoring programs and the hospital work
and all the good works that you have done,
and I want to thank you for setting such
a good example.

Again, welcome to the White House. If
you're a junior or a sophomore, work hard
and come back. T'll be here to greet you.
In the meantime, may God bless you all
and your families. Thanks for coming.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:48 a.m. on
the South Lawn at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Dan Brooks, head
women’s golf coach, and Mike Krzyzewski,
head men’s basketball coach, Duke Univer-

sity.

Memorandum on Delegation of Functions Under Section 9 of the AGOA

Acceleration Act of 2004
July 12, 2005

Memorandum for the United States Trade
Representative

Subject: Delegation of Functions under
Section 9 of the AGOA Acceleration Act
of 2004

By the authority vested in me by the
Constitution and the laws of the United
States of America, including section 301 of
title 3, United States Code, I hereby dele-

gate to you the functions and authorities
assigned to the President under section 9
of the AGOA Acceleration Act of 2004 (19
U.S.C. 3701 note).

You are authorized and directed to pub-
lish this memorandum in the Federal Reg-
ister.

GEORGE W. BusH
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NoOTE: This memorandum was not received
for publication in the Federal Register.

Remarks Following a Cabinet Meeting and an Exchange With Reporters

July 13, 2005

The President. Thank you all for coming.
We have just finished our third Cabinet
meeting of the year. I want to thank my
Secretaries for being here today, and thank
you for the briefing. Today’s briefing re-
minded us about the strength of our econ-
omy. We had some good news today. OMB
is going to announce that the 2005 deficit
is $94 billion less than previously expected.
In other words, revenues are coming in
greater than anticipated. It's a sign that our
economy is strong, and it’s a sign that our
tax relief plan, our progrowth policies, are
working.

I told the Congress and told the country
we’d cut the deficit in half by 2009. We're
ahead of projections now. In other words,
these numbers indicate that we’re going to
cut the deficit in half faster than the year
2009, so long as Congress holds the line
on spending.

And so, my message to the United States
Congress is: Let's be wise with the tax-
payers’ money. My Cabinet is committed
to that, and we look forward to working
with the appropriators to make sure that
they spend your money wisely.

This good news on the deficit and on
the budget is coupled with good economic
news when it comes to job creation. Our
unemployment rate is down to 5 percent.
We've created more than 2 million jobs
this year. More Americans are working
today than ever before in our Nation’s his-
tory.

Over the next couple of weeks, I look
forward to working with Congress to con-
tinue progrowth policies. One is getting an
energy bill. Secondly is to promote free
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and fair trade. And the matter at hand is
a free trade agreement with our neighbor-
hood and countries in Central America and
the Dominican Republic.

Finally, I hope we can continue to press
for and pass legal reform. I think it’s a
very important message to say to our job
creators, small-business owners, that we’ll
have a fair legal system, and Congress has
got some legal reform matters pending.

And finally—finally, finally, we want to
work with Congress to pass a fiscally re-
sponsible highway bill. Again, I want to
thank my Cabinet for being here.

I'll be glad to answer a couple of ques-
tions. Mark Knoller [CBS Radio], are you
with us?

CIA Employee Identity Disclosure
Investigation

Q. You bet. Thank you, sir. Can I ask
you if you have spoken with your Deputy
Chief of Staff Karl Rove about the Valerie
Plame matter? And do you think he acted
improperly in talking about it with report-
ers?

The President. Mark, 1 have instructed
every member of my staff to fully cooperate
in this investigation. I also will not prejudge
the investigation based on media reports.
We're in the midst of an ongoing investiga-
tion, and I will be more than happy to
comment further once the investigation is
completed.

Elaine [Elaine Quijano, Cable News Net-
work].
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Q. Mr. President, on that front, has Mr.
Rove come to you and discussed—when
did he discuss the fact that he had con-
versations with reporters about Valerie
Plame? And based on that, do you feel
as though it was appropriate in 2003 for
your spokesman to say definitively that Karl
Rove had nothing to do with the Valerie
Plame incident?

The President. Elaine, we're in the midst
of an ongoing investigation, and this is a
serious investigation. And it is very impor-
tant for people not to prejudge the inves-
tigation based on media reports. And again,
I will be more than happy to comment
on this matter once the investigation is
complete.

Brendan [Brendan Murray, Bloomberg
News].

Q. Yes, sir.

The President. Yes, Brendan.

Upcoming Supreme Court Nomination

Q. In your search for a replacement for
the Supreme Court, when do you anticipate
beginning to interview potential candidates,
and do—would you consider candidates
that come from outside the court, people
that don’t have experience as judges?

The President. I—we had a very good
meeting yesterday. The Vice President and
I met with leaders of the Senate, four
Members of the United States Senate, and
we talked about a lot of subjects. One of
the subjects was that very subject: Would
I be willing to consider people who had
never been a judge. The answer is, you
bet. We're considering all kinds of people—

judges, non-judges. You know, Laura gave
me some good advice yesterday, which is
to consider women, which of course I'm
doing. [Laughter]

And in terms of the process, were still
consulting with Members of the Senate,
and I anticipate continued consultations.
And I say “we're consulting,” it’s just not
me. It's members of my staff. We're—we've
got a lot of contacts in the Senate on both
sides of the Hill—both sides of the aisle,
and people are calling in with suggestions.
And T encourage them to continue to do
so. I'm looking forward to their advice.

Of course, I fully recognize it's my re-
sponsibility to come up with a nominee,
and I intend to do so in a—you know,
in a period of time that will give me time
to fully analyze the different candidates and
speak to them. I'm not exactly sure when
that process will begin, in terms of the
interviews. And probably if I knew, I
wouldn’t tell you. [Laughter] And—but the
American people can rest assured that I
understand the seriousness of this responsi-
bility and that I will name somebody who
will bring dignity to the Court, someone
who will be able to do the job, and some-
one who will sit on that bench and inter-
pret the Constitution and not use the
bench from which to legislate.

Thank you all very much.

NoTE: The President spoke at 10:52 a.m. in
the Cabinet Room at the White House. The
Office of the Press Secretary also released
a Spanish language transcript of this address.

Remarks at the Indiana Black Expo Corporate Luncheon in Indianapolis,

Indiana
July 14, 2005

Thank you all very much. Thanks for the
warm welcome. Be seated. It is an honor
to be here. Thanks for having me. I can’t

tell you how thrilled I am to be here with
the men and women of the Indiana Black

1215



July 14 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2005

Expo as you celebrate your 35th anniver-
sary.

You know, I was reading about this orga-
nization—it is a—it shows the entrepre-
neurial spirit deep within the hearts of the
founders of this organization and the peo-
ple who are carrying on the proud tradition.
I appreciate the fact that you provide schol-
arships, support programs that are trans-
forming local communities, and as a result,
youre lifting up thousands of citizens. I
appreciate the example of leadership you
set, and it's my honor to join you. Thanks
for having me.

I was proud to be introduced by Gov-
ernor Mitch Daniels. I knew he’d amount
to something one of these days. [Laughter]
And I'm particularly thrilled to be with his
wife, Cheri, the fine first lady of the State
of Indiana. Laura sends her love to both
you and Mitch. She is, by the way, still
on the continent of Africa. She’ll be coming
home tomorrow. She’s probably expecting
me to fix the dinner. [Laughter] I hope
she’s not hungry. [Laughter]

I want to thank Lieutenant Governor
Becky Skillman for being here. I want to
thank Congresswoman Julia Carson for
being here today. [Applause] It looks like
they still remember you here, Julia. She
was on Air Force One, and I went back
to have a visit with her. Now, if you've
never had a visit with Julia—[laughter]—
she’s got a lot of wisdom. [Laughter] And
she’s not afraid to speak her mind. She
kind of reminds me of my mother. Thanks
for being here. Thanks for coming down.

I want to thank the mayor, Bart Peter-
son, of the city of Indianapolis for joining
us today. Mayor Peterson, appreciate you.
Thanks for coming.

I thank Arvis Dawson and Joyce Rogers
and Jim Cummings for this fantastic invita-
tion to come. And I want to thank you
for your leadership. Appreciate you all
being here.

They tell me Quinn Buckner is here—
somewhere out there. There he is. I appre-
ciate you coming. I'm old enough to re-
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member—([laughter]—the good old days in
Indiana. [Laughter] Thanks for being here,
Quinn. I'm honored you're here.

I appreciate the fact that Vernice
Williams came out to the airport today. I
don’t know if you know Vernice or not,
but I find it very interesting—her story in-
teresting, and it’s a good example for all
of us to listen to. Vernice has been a volun-
teer with Black Expo for 35 years. In other
words, once this association got started, she
said, “I want to volunteer to help.” She’s
involved with the IBE Youth Corps pro-
gram, all aimed at helping at-risk youth to
achieve academic achievement, to instill in
them the desire to excel. In other words,
she’s a soldier in the army of compassion.
And T appreciate the example that Vernice
has set. And if you want to serve your
State and serve our Nation, help somebody
in need.

It's an honor to be here with so many
charitable and civic leaders. You see, we
share a belief in the founding promises of
this Nation, a sense of optimism about our
future, the future for all citizens, including
African Americans. We believe in the
power of the human spirit to lift commu-
nities and to change lives. Together, we're
working to achieve a great national goal,
making our country a place where oppor-
tunity and prosperity are within reach for
all Americans.

I see an America where all our children
are taught the basic skills they need to live
up to their God-given potential. I see an
America where every citizen owns a stake
in the future of our country and where
a growing economy creates jobs and oppor-
tunity for everyone. I see an America
where most troubled neighborhoods be-
come safe places of kinship and community.
I see an America where every person of
every race has the opportunity to strive for
a better future and to take part of the
promise of America. That’s what I see. And
I believe the Government has a role to
play in helping people gain the tools they
need to build lives of dignity and purpose.
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That's at the heart of what I call compas-
sionate conservatism.

To ensure that the promise of America
reaches all our citizens, we must begin with
education. I don’t believe you can succeed
in America unless you get a good edu-
cation. Our Nation took an historic step
toward that goal of making sure every child
is educated—3 years ago when Republicans
and Democrats came together to pass the
No Child Left Behind Act. The No Child
Left Behind Act is based on this straight-
forward principle: We'll spend money, but
we want to make sure we get results.

See, if you believe certain children can’t
read and write and can’t possibly learn,
then you don’t care about results. But if
you believe every child can read and every
child can learn to write and add and sub-
tract, then you want to know, don’t you?
How can you solve a problem unless you
measure? And so as a part of the No Child
Left Behind Act, we raised the bar. We
raised the standards, and we said to local
school districts, “Show wus. That’s all we
want to know. We want to know whether
or not a child can read.”

And we’re making good progress as result
of this new way of thinking. This morning
the latest scores for the long-term National
Assessment of Educational Progress were
announced. See, this test is called the Na-
tion’s Report Card. It measures student
achievement at age 9, 13, and 17, across
the country with the same set of standards.
In other words, we want to know how stu-
dents are doing in California, Texas, and
Indiana. So we measure on the same set
of standards. You see, measurement helps
us understand how we're doing. You can't
guess when it comes to a child’s life. You
got to measure.

And the test results were released today.
I'm proud to come here to talk about the
new results. Theyre from the first long-
term test, by the way, since the passage
of the No Child Left Behind Act. Over
the last 5 years, American children have
made significant gains. Math scores for 13-

year-olds have increased by 5 points. Math
scores for 9-year-olds have increased by 9
points. And reading scores for 9-year-olds
jumped 7 points. America’s 13-year-olds
have earned the highest math scores ever
recorded. Nine-year-olds posted the best
scores ever in reading and math.

What I'm telling you is, across America,
more children are learning. And the success
of young students is setting them on the
path to a lifetime of achievement, and
were making big differences in the lives
of African Americans. I say “we”—let me
get this straight—I'm talking about good
teachers and good principals and engaged
parents. This is not the Federal Govern-
ment. It is the people at the local level
who are making a huge difference in the
lives of their students.

We've had an achievement gap in Amer-
ica, and we need to do something about
it. The No Child Left Behind Act is helping
to do something about it. See, I refuse
to accept this belief that certain people
can’t learn. I called it the soft bigotry of
low expectations. Think about that phrase.
It says if you lower the standards, you get
lousy results. I believe you need to chal-
lenge that soft bigotry of low expectation,
and we are. The Nation’s Report Card
shows that reading scores for African Amer-
ican 9-year-olds have jumped 14 points
over the past 5 years. Math scores have
jumped 13 points in the same period of
time. These are the highest scores ever in
the history of the test. The achievement
gap is starting to close, and that's good
for the future of America.

The gap between white and African
American 9-year-olds in reading is the nar-
rowest it's ever been in the history of the
30-year test. These results show that when
performance is measured and schools are
held accountable, every child can succeed.
That’s what it shows. And we're making
progress toward achieving a dream where
every single child in America gets a good
education and not one child is left behind.
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No Child Left Behind is making a dif-
ference in the elementary and middle
schools, and I believe we need to expand
this process to our high schools. Do you
realize that according to the most recent
data, only 68 out of every 100 students
entering our public high schools make it
to graduation 4 years later? That is an un-
acceptable statistic for America.

See, here’s what I think we need to do:
I think we need to measure and determine
why. You can’t solve a problem unless you
diagnose the problem. I think we need to
measure to make sure we understand what
is going wrong and correct the problems
early, before it's too late. And I believe
the Federal Government has a role in pro-
viding money for early intervention for stu-
dents falling behind. I know we need to
do this. We need to make sure a high
school diploma is the ticket to success.

Most new jobs in the 21st century are
filled by people with at least 2 years of
college. Think about that. Most new jobs
in America today are filled by people with
at least 2 years of college. And so we need
to make higher education more affordable.
And T proposed to the United States Con-
gress that we reform the student aid system
and increase college assistance for low-in-
come students through the Pell grant pro-
gram. I think we need to increase the max-
imum award for Pell grants and make them
available to students year-round so they can
be used for summer school as well.

We'll expand access to community col-
leges so more Americans can develop the
skills and knowledge they need. And to
help African American students get a high-
er education, we have continued to fund
Historically Black Colleges and historically
black graduate institutions at record levels.

My point to you is that if you're willing
to work hard and stay in school, the Fed-
eral Government will take your side and
help you. To ensure that the promise of
America reaches all our citizens, we're
working to build an ownership society in
which more of our citizens have a personal
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stake in the future of our country. When
you own something, your life is more se-
cure. When you own something, you have
more dignity. When you own something,
you have greater independence. The more
people who own something in America
means this country is better off. So we've
been working to promote an ownership so-
ciety. I want more people from all walks
of life, including African Americans, to have
a chance to own their own business.

You can’t expand businessownership un-
less you have a growing economy, and our
economy is growing. It is the fastest grow-
ing of any major industrialized nation in
the world. Our unemployment rate is down
to 5 percent. In the last 12 months, we've
created more than 2 million jobs. More
Americans are working today than ever be-
fore in our Nation’s history.

I believe the Federal Government can
play a positive role in helping African
Americans achieve the goal of owning their
own business. Last year, the Small Business
Administration increased the number of
loans to African American businesses by 28
percent, and we're on track to beat that
number this year. We're also working to
ensure minority businesses are getting a
better chance to compete for Federal con-
tracts. We've provided $8 billion in new
market tax credits to boost investment and
community development in low-income
areas. Because of sound policy and low
taxes, by the way, and the hard work of
our citizens, we're getting results. African
American businessownership is at an alltime
high in America today.

We got some interesting ideas on how
to build on this progress. We're working
on a new initiative to help more African
Americans and other minorities become
businessowners. My administration is joined
with the Urban League, the Business
Roundtable, the Ewing Marion Kauffman
Foundation, and others to create what we
call the Urban Entrepreneur Partnership.
I think it’s a smart idea. This partnership
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will develop one-stop economic empower-
ment centers in many of our Nation’s poor-
est communities. In other words, we're try-
ing to reach out and help people under-
stand what it means to become a small-
business owner, through training and access
to financing contracts for minority entre-
preneurs. And the first pilot center will
open next Monday in Kansas City and will
serve as a model for the rest of the Nation.
I hope Black Expo, in its leadership posi-
tion, will take a look at these kind of pro-
grams. I think youre going to find it really
interesting.

Listen, the entrepreneurial spirit is
strong in the African American community.
It’s strong. There’s a lot of great business
leaders today, and there’s a lot of would-
be great business leaders tomorrow, just
with some help. And what I'm telling you
is, through good economic policy and
through good social policy, this administra-
tion, in working with others, is willing to
help. We want more people owning their
own business.

And we want more people owning their
own homes. I like the idea of homeowner-
ship, and I hope you do as well. Three
years ago, I set a goal of creating 5.5 mil-
lion new minority homeowners by the end
of this decade. And we’re getting results.
We've already added 2.3 million new home-
owners, minority homeowners, putting us
ahead of schedule. Today, nearly half of
all African Americans own their own
homes, and that’s good for our country.

And there’s more we can do. We're
going to provide downpayment assistance
for families, counseling for new home-
buyers. T don’t know if you've ever seen
one of those contracts, but the print’s really
small. We need to help people. Perhaps
a good project for Black Expo is to join
with Alphonso Jackson and the Housing of
Urban Development to help people under-
stand what’s in the print so it doesn't—
that small print doesn’t frighten them off
from becoming a first-time homebuyer.

I believe we ought to have tax credits
to encourage construction of more afford-
able housing in low-income areas. See,
what I want is more and more people from
all walks of life, including our African
Americans, opening up the door where they
live and saying, “Welcome to my home.
Welcome to my piece of property.”

And T believe that we also got to expand
ownership through our retirement system.
We got a problem in Social Security. If
you've retired, you have nothing to worry
about. Youre going to get your check. Be-
lieve me, there’s enough money there for
you. It’s just for the younger folks coming
up, you're going to be paying—you're going
to be paying payroll taxes into a system
that simply cannot sustain itself. It’s going
broke. I know some in Washington don’t
like to hear that. They kind of wish the
issue would go away. It’s not going away.
In my judgment, now is the time to address
it. The job of the President is to confront
problems, not pass them on to future Presi-
dents or future generations. And we got
a problem.

I put some ideas out there. I hope both
Republicans and Democrats forget politics
for once in Washington, DC, and focus on
what’s good for the younger folks in Amer-
ica. But I got another idea to make the
system work better. I think younger work-
ers ought to be allowed to take some of
their own money and set it aside in a per-
sonal savings account that they can call
their own.

Now, this isn’t a new idea. See, this isn’t
a new idea. I wasn’t the one who thought
about it. Guess who thought about it first?
Members of the United States Congress.
See, they get to have their own retirement
system, and so do Federal employees. And
you can invest some of your own money,
if you so choose, in a conservative mix of
bonds and stocks, so you get a good rate
of return on your money over time. See,
it’s your money. You get to watch it grow.
My idea is this: If this idea is good enough
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for Members of the United States Con-
gress, it’s good enough for working people
all across the United States of America.

To ensure that the promise of America
reaches all of our citizens, we must do
more to improve the safety of our most
troubled neighborhoods. It is difficult for
a young person to study and to learn and
grow in the midst of violence, addiction,
and despair. So we're fighting the scourge
of drugs that destroys lives and wounds
families and tears our community apart.
We're aggressively prosecuting drug dealers
and gun criminals. We're after them. You
expect us to enforce the law. We're enforc-
ing the law, because we don’t believe peo-
ple should be allowed to commit crimes
with guns. And people ought not to be
allowed to sell drugs on the streets. And
as a result, violent crime is at its lowest
point in 30 years.

As we work to combat crime and keep
our streets safe, we must ensure our crimi-
nal justice system is fair and effective.
Americans of all races and backgrounds
must be able to trust the legal system. They
must be able to trust it so that no person
is held to account for a crime he or she
did not commit. We’re dramatically expand-
ing the use of DNA evidence to prevent
wrongful conviction. See, progress for Afri-
can Americans and, for that matter, all
Americans depends on the full protection
of civil rights and equality under the law.

To ensure that the promise of America
reaches all our citizens, we must encourage
those who are healing our neighborhoods
with good works. We must stand with peo-
ple of faith, not stand against them at the
Government level. See, Government can
hand out money, but it cannot put hope
in a person’s heart or a sense of purpose
in a person’s life. That happens when
somebody puts an arm around somebody
and says, “I love you. What can I do to
help you? How can I be a part of making
your life a better way?”

See, the Nation’s faith-based and com-
munity groups bring kindness and acts of
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charity to harsh places across America. I
call these folks the social entrepreneurs of
America. Theyre trying to figure out ways
to listen to that universal call to love a
neighbor just like you'd like to be loved
yourself and help heal the broken heart.
And oftentimes, those programs are a heck
of a lot more effective than Government
programs. And therefore, it seems like to
me that instead of just applauding the lead-
ers, we got to support the leaders. And
one of the most important initiatives that
I put out is to say to faith-based programs,
“You can access Federal money. You have
the right to be able to apply for grants
without having to take the cross off the
wall or the Star of David off your wall.
You can interface with Government without
losing your mission.”

And were making a difference. We're
getting results. Last year, we awarded $2
billion in competitive grants to faith-based
institutions that are transforming our Na-
tion and our neighborhoods one heart and
one soul at a time.

Let me give you an example of what
I'm talking about. Here in Indianapolis, the
Zion Tabernacle Apostolic Church is reach-
ing out to neighbors and helping lift up
their communities. A social entrepreneur,
a leader of the effort is Bishop Farris, who
is with us today. Let me tell you what
the Bishop has in mind and how he’s going
to be helped by the Federal Government.
Secretary Alphonso Jackson, by the way,
is a believer when it comes to the faith-
based and community-based initiative. And
so the Department of Housing and Urban
Development has entered into a collabo-
rative effort with his church, and they plan
to break ground in October on 49 housing
units for low-income elderly. And their new
development will provide residents with
shuttle services to stores and counseling
and doctor appointments.

I think this is a good use of taxpayers’
money. I think it'’s a good way to say, we’re
going to try to help improve people’s lives.
And the delivery systems don’t have to be
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Government. They can be people of com-
passion, people who have heard the call,
people who want to make somebody’s life
better. So I want to thank you, Bishop,
for doing what youre doing. And by the
way, there’s thousands of examples just like
the Bishop’s all across the country.

As we ensure that America’s promise
reaches all our citizens, we're defending the
freedom that makes this progress possible.
Our foreign policy is tough, and it is com-
passionate. The bombings in London last
week are a grim reminder that free nations
face dangerous enemies who hate our free-
dom and wholl kill in cold blood. We're
on the offense against these terrorists over-
seas. We will bring them to justice so they
don’t murder more of our citizens and
other citizens around the world.

And as we hunt down the terrorists,
we're offering an alternative to their hateful
ideology. You see, we're spreading freedom
and hope to millions. Because we acted,

in Iraq and Afghanistan now live in free-
dom. And across the broader Middle East,
many are claiming their liberty as well. By
spreading freedom in a troubled region,
we're making this country more secure.
We're laying the foundation of peace for
generations to come. I believe that freedom
is not America’s gift to the world; it is
the Almighty God’s gift to each man and
woman in this world.

I believe that human rights are not de-
termined by race or nationality or dimin-
ished by distance. As Americans are moved
to action—we are moved to action when
we see millions in Africa who are facing
famine or dying of malaria or the AIDS
pandemic. Last year, the United States of
America provided nearly 60 percent of the
global food aid to the continent of Africa.
We're supporting an aggressive campaign
to cut the mortality rate of malaria in half.

We're taking the lead when it comes to
compassion around the world. And since
2003, the United States of America has led
the world. We’ve undertaken an historic

initiative to help the nations of Africa com-
bat HIV/AIDS. So far, thanks to the leader-
ship of a former Hoosier, Randy Tobias,
we have delivered lifesaving treatment to
more than 230,000 people on the continent
of Africa, and there’s more work to be
done.

We seek progress in Africa because our
conscience demands it and because we
have an interest in the long-term stability
of the continent. Instability and lawlessness
in any distant country can bring danger to
our own shores. That’s the lesson that we’re
learning in the 21st century. The United
States of America will help Africa’s leaders
bring democracy and prosperity and hope,
and this will bring security to our country
and peace to the world.

Today, we live in the most hopeful time
in human history. These are exciting times.
The hope of liberty is spreading across the
world. Just watch what’s happening. And
the hope and opportunity is spreading
across our country as well. We will con-
tinue to work for the day when the bless-
ings of freedom reach everybody who lives
in this country.

The reason I've come today is because
your work shows the dignity and equality
and potential of every person. I'm here to
herald the good works of good people of
good heart. You've inspired Americans with
your commitment to serve us in education
and opportunity. You're helping to unite
people of all races. I'm proud of your work.
May God continue to bless your families,
and may God continue to bless our great
Nation.

Thanks for letting me come.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:51 a.m. at
the RCA Dome. In his remarks, he referred
to Gov. Mitch Daniels of Indiana and his
wife, Cheri; Lt. Gov. Becky Skillman of Indi-
ana; Arvis Dawson, chairman of the board
of directors, Joyce Rogers, chief executive of-
ficer and president, and James C. Cummings,
cofounder and former president, Indiana
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Black Expo, Inc.; Quinn Buckner, vice presi-
dent of communications, National Basketball
Association’s Indiana Pacers; and Joseph D.

Farris, pastor, Zion Tabernacle Apostolic
Faith Church.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Transmitting a
Budget Amendment for the Department of Veterans Affairs

July 14, 2005

Dear Mr. Speaker:

My Administration is committed to en-
suring that our Nation’s veterans continue
to receive timely and high-quality health
care. To this end, I ask the Congress to
consider the enclosed $1.977 billion FY
2006 budget amendment for the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs (VA). I am re-
questing these resources to cover the ex-

pected increased costs in FY 2006 that VA

will experience in its medical care budget.
The details of this proposal are set forth

in the enclosed letter from the Director

of the Office of Management and Budget.
Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BusH

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this letter.

Message to the Congress Transmitting a Report on Reform of the
Palestinian Security Services and Palestinian Authority

July 14, 2005

To the Congress of the United States:
Consistent with section 2106 of the
Emergency Supplemental Appropriations
Act for Defense, the Global War on Terror,
and Tsunami Relief, 2005 (Public Law 109—
13), and in order to keep the Congress
fully informed, I herewith submit the en-
closed report prepared by my Administra-

tion providing information on matters relat-
ing to the Palestinian Security Services and
Palestinian Authority reform.

GEORGE W. BUsH

The White House,
July 14, 2005.

Remarks on the Dominican Republic-Central America-United States Free
Trade Agreement in Dallas, North Carolina

July 15, 2005

Thank you. Please be seated. Thanks for
the warm welcome. It's great to be back
in North Carolina. It’s always good to get
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outside the beltway and into NASCAR
country. [Laughter]

Laura called me—she was in Africa for
the past week. She called me. She’s fixing
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to arrive in Washington this evening, but
yesterday she said, “Where are you going
on Friday?” I said, “I'm going to North
Carolina.” T said, “I'll be down there in
that area where the Lowe’s Motor Speed-
way is.” She said, “Don’t get any ideas.”
[Laughter] “You're having enough trouble
staying on your mountain bike.” [Laughter]
She sends her very best to you all. She’s
doing great. I'm a lucky man when she
said yes, when I asked her to marry me.

I appreciate the chance to stand with
some of the finest workers in America, the
men and women of Stowe Mills. I appre-
ciate you all being here. And I thank you
for giving me the chance to come and dis-
cuss an important topic, and that is, how
do we make sure our job creation con-
tinues. And one way to do so is to make
sure the trade we have is fair trade. That’s
what I'm here to talk about. I'm here to
talk about making sure that people treat
us the way we treat them. I want to talk
to you about what they call CAFTA, the
Central American Free Trade Agreement.

CAFTA is important for job creation. It’s
important for your jobs. CAFTA is impor-
tant to help secure the democracies in our
own neighborhood. And so, for the sake
of our economic security and for the sake
of national security, the United States
House of Representatives should follow the
lead of the United States Senate and pass
CAFTA and get that bill to my desk.

I appreciate our Secretary of Commerce,
Carlos Gutierrez, flying with me today. You
know, I love America. I love the fact that
people—a person like Carlos, born in Cuba,
worked hard all his life, was able to succeed
and is now sitting in the Cabinet with the
President. What a fantastic country we
have, where opportunity is open to all peo-
ple.

I want to thank Congresswoman Sue
Myrick for her leadership, for her strength
of character, for working hard on textile
customs enforcement activity. She has been
a leader in making sure the North Carolina

and the United States textile industry is
treated fairly. I appreciate you, Sue.

You've got two fine United States Sen-
ators from North Carolina—that would be
Senator Dole and Senator Burr. I enjoy
working with them, and I appreciate both
Members of the United States Senate from
North Carolina voting for the CAFTA
agreement. They understand this is good
for working people here in this State.

I want to thank Dr. Pat Skinner, the
president of Gaston College. Thanks for
having me. I am a big believer in the com-
munity college system. I think—and I ap-
preciate the good work the community col-
lege system does here in North Carolina.
This isn’t the first time I have ever been
to a community college in your State. I've
been to a lot of community colleges. And
one reason why is because your State is
on the leading edge of helping people find
new skills, the skills necessary for the jobs
of the 21st century. And this is a good
place and an important place. And so, Dr.
Skinner, thanks for having me.

I want to thank the Stowe boys—[laugh-
ter]—that would be Robert, Harding, and
Richmond. Now, I don’t know which one
of you all is the boss, but I'm interested
in figuring out how you figured out who
was the boss. I've got a lot of brothers,
myself. [Laughter] But I appreciate their
entrepreneurial spirit. I thank you for hav-
ing me. I know they care a lot about the
people who work in their mills. And
theyre—I would call them “employee-
friendly.” They're people who care about
the people who work with them. And so
I want to thank them for coming. Thanks
for letting me go by the plant.

I want to thank the mayor, Rick Cole-
man, of the town of Dallas. That would
be Dallas, North Carolina. [Laughter] And
I want to thank Mayor Billy Joye of Bel-
mont. Where’s Billy? Billy, you here? Billy,
yes. See, Billy, they don’t know our connec-
tion, do they? Billy and I flew F-102s at
Ellington Air Force Base in Houston,
Texas. Thank you, Billy. As we used to
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say, “He was a heck of a stick’—[laugh-
ter]—which means youre probably a heck
of a mayor, Billy. Thanks for coming. Ap-
preciate you being here.

I want to thank Allen Gant, chairman
of the National—I'm not talking State—
I'm talking National Council of Textile Or-
ganizations. He’s here because the National
Council of Textile Organizations has ana-
lyzed the CAFTA legislation and realized
that this piece of legislation is good for
American textile industry. And so I want
to thank you for coming, Allen.

And finally, I flew down on the airplane
today with one heck of an entrepreneur,
somebody who has made Carolina a place
of business interest, and he tells me he’s
slowly but surely falling in love with Char-
lotte, and that is Bob Johnson, head of
the Charlotte Bobcats NBA basketball
team. Thank you for coming, Bob. How
about that story—{rom being raised in Mis-
sissippi  to getting a good education to
building his own business and now the
owner of a sports team that means a lot
to the people. And by the way, I think
he’s pretty wise. He drafted—or his club
drafted, I'm sure at his insistence, two Uni-
versity of North Carolina Tarheels.

I met Janice Bozardt at Air Force One.
She is a volunteer at Moore’s Chapel
United Methodist Church in Charlotte.
She’s been volunteering for 40 years. She
leads a team of volunteers that delivers
meals to families within the church and
the local community. The reason I bring
up Janice is because I want to remind you
all that the strength of the United States
of America lies in the hearts and souls of
our citizens, that if you really want to—
if you analyze our country to determine
our greatest strength, you'll find that it ex-
ists because people hear a universal call
to love a neighbor just like they'd like to
be loved themselves and take time out of
their lives to volunteer. Janice represents
millions of people across the United States
of America who are helping to change our
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country, one heart and one soul and one
conscience at a time.

For those of you who might be listening
and are interesting in serving our country,
find somebody who hurts and surround
them with love. Feed the hungry. Find
shelter for the homeless. Teach a child to
read. Love somebody like you'd like to be
loved yourself, and you'll be making a sig-
nificant contribution to our country. Janice,
thank you for coming. Thanks for volun-
teering.

My most solemn obligation is to protect
the American people. That's my most im-
portant duty as your President. Today, we
are fighting in a global war on terror. We
didn’t ask for it. It came to our shores,
and were responding. We're doing our
duty to not only protect our country but
to put the conditions in place that will pro-
tect generations from—come. We're fight-
ing against people who celebrate the suf-
fering of the innocent.

I thought it was really interesting that
the terrorists chose to attack in London,
England, at the same time that the United
States and other nations were trying to fig-
ure out how to help alleve [alleviate] * HIV/
AIDS on the continent of Africa or how
to help people that are starving to death
or how to help make sure young girls get
educated around the world.

We were talking about a society of com-
passion. And these killers killed indiscrimi-
nately, men and women. They didn’t care
who they were. They didn’t care about
their religion. They murdered in the name
of a totalitarian ideology. These are
ideologues. They hate freedom. They reject
tolerance. They despise all dissent. They
have objectives. Their aim is to remake the
Middle East in their own grim image of
tyranny. They want to topple governments.
They want to export terror. They want to
force free nations to retreat.

These people will not be stopped by ne-
gotiations. Theyre not going to be—they

*White House correction.
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won’t change their mind because of conces-
sions. There is no appeal to their reason.
There is only one course of action. We
will take the fight to the enemy, and we
will stay in the fight until this enemy is
defeated. [Applause] Thank you all.

We have a comprehensive strategy in
place. First, we're doing a lot to protect
the homeland. There’s a lot of really good
folks at the State, local, and Federal level
who are working long hours to protect us.
We're improving our intelligence gathering,
and the only way to deal with and find
people that are willing to hide in caves
or in the shadows of our cities is to have
as good of intelligence as possible. So intel-
ligence sharing within our Government is
getting better, and intelligence sharing with
other governments is getting better.

And we're going to stay on the offense.
And we can do all we can to protect the
homeland. As I like to tell people, we have
to be right 100 percent of the time, and
they've got to be right once. And so there-
fore, you do everything you can to protect
the home, but you stay on the offense
against them, and you stay on the hunt.
And you call people to account, free na-
tions to account, say, “Join us in this cause
of protecting ourselves.”

And we are on the hunt. And we've
helped change societies for the better. Iraq
is a central part of this war on terror. Peo-
ple are heading into Iraq to try to defeat
us. They can’t win, militarily. The only
thing they can do is to try to shake our
will, is to murder in such horrific terms—
like killing all those kids the other day—
that the United States will say, “Well, you
know, let’s get out of there,” before we
complete our mission. They're going to fail.
They don’t understand the United States
of America. We will not be driven out of
Iraq by a bunch of thugs and assassins.
We will complete the mission.

And our mission—just like in Afghani-
stan, our mission is to help a democracy
flourish. This August you'll see the Iraqis
write a constitution. And then they’ll ratify

the constitution. And then there will be
elections for a permanent government in
December. See, democracy is taking hold.
A lot of people said it couldn’t happen.
A lot of people said, “There’s no way de-
mocracy is going to take place in a place
like Iraq.” But the Iragis defied the cynics,
didn’t they? Given a chance to vote, mil-
lions showed up to the polls. Millions de-
fied the suiciders.

It just reminds me how universal the fuel
of freedom is. See, I don’t believe—I do
not believe that freedom is America’s gift
to the world. I believe that freedom is the
Almighty God’s gift to each man and
woman in this world, and if given a chance,
people choose freedom over tyranny, hope
over despair.

The second part of our mission is to train
these Iraqi troops so they can do the fight-
ing. The way I put it is this: As the Iraqis
stand up, America will stand down. I know
a lot of you have got relatives—who’ve had
a loved one in Iraq. And I want to thank
you on behalf of a grateful nation. You
thank them on behalf of our Nation too.
The American people are standing with our
troops, and our troops understand what
theyre doing in Iraq. Theyre helping lay
what I call the foundation of peace, be-
cause in the long run, the long run, the
best way to secure the peace for genera-
tions to come is to spread freedom, and
that’s exactly the policy of this Government.

Here at home, we've got reason to be
optimistic. This economy of ours is growing
faster than any other major industrialized
nation in the world. We've now had 25
consecutive months of job gains. We've re-
covered from the shocks of the attack and
the recession and the market correction.
Our unemployment rate in the United
States of America is now 5 percent. That’s
the lowest since September of 2001, and
that’s lower than the average rate of the
1970s, the 1980s, and the 1990s. More
Americans are working today than ever be-
fore in our Nation’s history.
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That's good progress. But there’s more
we can do. We've got to keep your taxes
low. If you want to keep this economy
growing, we've got to make sure that the
Government doesn’t run up your taxes.
We've got to make sure we're wise about
how we’re spending your money. I don’t
know if you noticed the news the other
day, but it turns out that when you cut
taxes, the economy grows. When the econ-
omy grows, it yields more tax revenues.
Over the past 5 months, the revenues have
increased $94 billion greater than antici-
pated, which means our deficit will be $94
billion less, so long as Congress is wise
about how they spend your money. And
part of my job is to make sure they are
wise about how we spend your money.

This economy is strong. And so the fun-
damental question is, what do we do to
make it stronger? And that's why I'm here
to talk about the Central American-Domini-
can Republican Free Trade Agreement.
See, I think this presents us with an historic
opportunity to keep this economy growing,
and I'll tell you why.

First, Central American businesses and
farmers can ship most of their products
to America without paying any tariffs. In
other words, over the past years, the Con-
gress has decided to say, “Okay, if you grow
something or make something in a Central
American country, you can ship it to Amer-
ica duty-free.” But guess what? We don’t
have the same rights. We can’t do the same
thing. We can’t grow or manufacture many
goods here in the United States and ship
our goods to their countries duty-free. That
doesn’t make any sense to me. That’s what
I would call a—not a level playing field.

See, I told the people when I was run-
ning, “I am for free trade, but I'm also
for a level playing field.” And so I took
a look, as did Members of the Senate and
now Members of the House, at the playing
field. It’s not level. It’s not fair to say to
a farmer here in North Carolina, “You can’t
sell what you grow, in Central America
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duty-free, but they may be able to sell what
they grow, here duty-free.”

Last year we exported more than $15
billion—$15 billion—of goods to Central
America. That's—but products are facing
a heavy tariff. That’s—in other words, that’s
what they've done; they've slapped a tax
on our goods coming in.

For example, Costa Rica has a 15-per-
cent tax on dump trucks and mobile cranes.
If youre a dump truck manufacturer and
a worker in a dump truck manufacturing
plant, the product you're manufacturing is
at a competitive disadvantage because they
put a tax on it when it comes into the
country.

Guatemala has a 20-percent tax on lug-
gage. El Salvador has a 20-percent tax on
polyester fabric. Nicaragua has a 10-percent
tax on shrimp. Those are just some of the
examples of where there is a barrier to
entry. These foreign taxes on American-
made products sold in the region hurt busi-
nesses, which really means they hurt jobs.

See, it makes it harder to have a job
when these countries have tariffs. And yet,
we don’t have the tariffs in our country.
And so one of the things CAFTA would
do will eliminate these one-way tariffs on
American products and open up a market
of 44 million consumers to America’s
goods, services, and crops. That’s what the
American people have got to understand.

This deal is a good deal for workers.
This basically says, “If you make a good
product, it's going to be easier to sell your
product to 44 million new customers.” By
eliminating these tariffs, CAFTA will keep
this economy going. CAFTA helps Amer-
ican textile workers by keeping textile jobs
in the U.S., and here is how: Central Amer-
ica is the second largest market in the
world for our textile products. I don’t know
if people here in North Carolina know that.
Think about what I just said: It is the sec-
ond largest market for textile products. So
if youre a textile worker, it seems like to
me that one of the questions you ask,
“Where do we sell our products? And if
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we sell our products, are we being treated
fairly for the products we manufacture?”

Garment factories in Central America
buy yarn and fabric. That's how they oper-
ate. They buy the yarn and—I just saw
some yarn and fabric made. You do a fine
job, by the way. And they buy that yarn
and fabric. But it’s taxed before it gets into
the country. In other words, it makes the
product made in your plant less competitive
with products made in other plants. These
Central American factories are competing
with Asian garment workers. And Asian—
generally, they use Asian materials. See, so
Central American companies need to have
an incentive to continue to buy our prod-
uct, and the best way to do it is to get
rid of those tariffs on U.S.-made yarn, the
yarn right—made in your plant.

If we can get rid of the tariffs, it is
more competitive, which makes it more
likely that we’ll be able to—in our neigh-
borhood—compete with Asian manufactur-
ers. That's why it’s a good deal for textile
workers. It means the products you
produce will be cheaper, less expensive in
a part of the world—the second largest
place where we—the second largest market
for our products. And that means jobs here
in America. CAFTA is good for U.S. jobs.
CAFTA means textile jobs will stay right
here in the United States of America.

In 2004, North Carolina exported more
than $1.7 billion worth of manufactured
goods to CAFTA nations, most of it textiles
and apparel. Without CAFTA, the market
for these textiles in Central America would
likely disappear and so would thousands of
jobs here.

This bill is important for North Carolina.
It’s important for every State. But it's—
see, one of the reasons why we asked the
workers to sit up here is because I want
people to connect this legislation with jobs.
That's what we're talking about, really. Peo-
ple at Stowe Mills understand this. That’s
why the CEO, Harding Stowe, one of the
Stowe boys, and other textile manufacturers
are urging Congress to pass CAFTA. That’s

a pretty interesting observation, isn’t it, by
people who know the business pretty well.
In other words, they've analyzed this piece
of legislation. They understand the signifi-
cance. They understand that when you
drop tariffs, it will help increase exports.
And when you increase exports, that means
more sales, which means more jobs. They
know this. These are the people who have
a vested interest in this piece of legisla-
tion—those are the textile manufacturers.
And the textile manufacturers agree with
me that the United States House of Rep-
resentatives, for the good of American
workers, ought to pass CAFTA legislation.
And T want to thank them for being here
today.

Eighty percent—80 percent of U.S. ex-
ports of consumer and industrial products
will become duty-free—80 percent of what
we produce here going down there.
CAFTA nations bought a million dollars of
American goods, including semiconductors,
electronic components from Oregon, petro-
leum and coal from Texas, plastics from
Colorado, cars trucks and autoparts from
Michigan. In other words, this bill is going
to have effect beyond textiles. It's going
to help people who are working in manu-
facturing facilities all over the country.

The National Association of Manufactur-
ers estimates that the elimination of tariffs
on these goods will result in an extra billion
dollars worth of U.S. manufactured exports
to the region each year. That’s a billion
dollars more goods going into those mar-
kets, which means somebody’s more likely
to keep a job, or maybe somebody is more
likely to find a job. In other words, this
is a jobs program we're talking about.

The increase of sales is important all
across our country. It provides additional
opportunity. And I'm going to tell you
something, this bill helps our farmers, and
that’s important for people to understand.
Fortunately, we don’t have a national secu-
rity issue when it comes to agriculture. We
produce more than we consume, and I
want to thank our farmers for that.
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I can’t say the same about energy, by
the way, which—that means we have a na-
tional security problem, when youre im-
porting more energy than you produce.
That's why Congress is going to get me
an energy bill. I want to warn you, by sign-
ing that bill, it’s not going to drop your
gasoline prices, but it’s finally going to put
in place a strategy that will help us diversify
away from foreign sources of energy, which
we need to do.

But if you produce more than you con-
sume, therefore, you've got to figure out
ways to sell what you produce to somebody
else. In other words, exports are really im-
portant for our farm community, and so
we ought to be working to open up markets
for the farmers. That's how you avoid sur-
plus here at home.

Today, our agriculture trade with CAFTA
is nearly $1.8 billion a year. That's a lot.
And the American Farm Bureau Federa-
tion, they got their economists on this deal.
They looked at the CAFTA agreement, and
they think it would increase farm exports
by additional $1.5 billion a year. If you're
selling 1.8 now, and you get rid of those
tariffs on your farm products, which means
youre more likely to sell more product,
and it goes up to 1.5 billion, that’s a hefty
increase, by signing this agreement. Feed
grains and wheat and rice and soybeans
and poultry and beef and pork and dairy
and fruits and vegetables are all going to
benefit from this agreement.

You mentioned—you heard me—you did
hear me say pork. [Laughter] In North
Carolina, the leading farm product is pork.
You grow a lot of hogs here. [Laughter]
And youre good at it; youre really good
at it. And you grow more than we eat.
Do you realize in CAFTA nations, pork
now faces duties as high as 47 percent?
If youre a pork producer here in North
Carolina and you're looking for a place to
sell your product, you want to get rid of
that 47 percent tariff. You want to reduce
tariffs. You want your product to be able
to go into countries duty-free. You want
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to be treated just like we treat other na-
tions. That's what you want, and the
CAFTA bill will do just that. CAFTA is
going to be good for American agriculture.

And I happen to be a person who be-
lieves that it's important to have a strong
agricultural sector. And if it’s good for our
America agriculture, it'’s good for America.

I want to tell you something else about
CAFTA. It will help advance a key part
of our foreign policy. In the seventies and
eighties, most of the CAFTA nations suf-
fered under military dictatorships. The re-
gion was not stable. There was a lot of
turmoil. And then those nations began to
embrace freedom and democracy. And so
we've got some young democracies right
in our own neighborhood. And it’s in our
interest that those democracies be strong
and viable.

But there’s still forces that oppose demo-
cratic government there and who seek to
limit economic freedom. And there are
forces in the neighborhood who are hostile
to our interests. Now, these small nations
of CAFTA—I just met—by the way, met
with the President of El Salvador today—
they have made a big commitment for
CAFTA. They say, “We want to do
CAFTA. We'll lower our tariffs.”

By the way, it makes sense for them
to lower their tariffs. After all, it will help
their people. It will mean that North Caro-
lina pork will be less expensive at the stores
for somebody trying to feed their family.
But they've made this commitment. They
said, “We want to stand with America
through the CAFTA agreement.” And it’s
really important we pass that agreement to
help stabilize those countries.

We got to help the young democracies
develop—deliver a better life to their own
citizens. That’s what this agreement means
for them. It means products are less expen-
sive. It means their businesspeople will be
more likely to be able to buy plant and
equipment at a better price, which will
mean more jobs for the people there living
in Central America. That’s what that means.
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It will improve—boost demand for our
goods. It will help them reduce poverty.
See, as wealth spreads out through the
neighborhood, it will help create a vibrant
middle class, and that's important. That’s
important. It will mean somebody is more
likely to find a job close to home than
trying to sneak into the United States of
America to find a job. CAFTA is important
foreign policy. It will help stabilize democ-
racies, and it will help our friends grown
and prosper, and that's good. That’s in our
interests that we do just that.

And so I'm calling on the Congress to
pass CAFTA. It’s a pro-jobs bill. It’s a pro-
growth bill. It's a pro-democracy bill. We
cannot turn our backs on our friends. We
cannot say to them, “For pure political rea-
sons, we’re not going to support a treaty
that will not only help our own businesses,
but that will help stabilize young democ-
racies.”

And so I want to thank you for giving
me a chance to come by and visit with
you about an important piece of legislation.
I can't tell you what an honor it is to come
down to North Carolina, and it's a huge
honor to be the President of the United
States of America.

May God bless you, and may God bless
our people.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 1:01 p.m. at
Gaston College. In his remarks, he referred
to Robert L. Stowe III, chairman, D. Har-
ding Stowe, president and chief executive of-
ficer, and Richmond H. Stowe, secretary and
treasurer, R.L. Stowe Mills, Inc.; Robert L.
Johnson, owner and governor, National Bas-
ketball Association’s Charlotte Bobcats; and
President Elias Antonio Saca Gonzalez of El
Salvador.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Transmitting Budget

Amendments

July 15, 2005

Dear Mr. Speaker:

I ask the Congress to consider the en-
closed FY 2006 budget amendments for the
Departments of Agriculture and Health and
Human Services; the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency; International Assistance
Programs; the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration; and the Small Busi-
ness Administration. In total, these amend-

ments would not increase the discretionary
budget authority proposed in my FY 2006
Budget.

The details of these proposals are set
forth in the enclosed letter from the Direc-
tor of the Office of Management and Budg-
et.

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BusH
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Letter to Congressional Leaders on Review of Title III of the Cuban
Liberty and Democratic Solidarity (LIBERTAD) Act of 1996

July 15, 2005

Dear :

Consistent with section 306(c)(2) of the
Cuban Liberty and Democratic Solidarity
(LIBERTAD) Act of 1996 (Public Law
104-114)(the “Act”), I hereby determine
and report to the Congress that suspension
for 6 months beyond August 1, 2005, of
the right to bring an action under title III
of the Act is necessary to the national inter-
ests of the United States and will expedite
a transition to democracy in Cuba.

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BUusH

The President’s Radio Address
July 16, 2005

Good morning. Under the Constitution,
I have the responsibility to nominate a suc-
cessor to Supreme Court Justice Sandra
Day O’Connor. This past week, I met with
Democratic and Republican leaders in the
United States Senate and sought their views
on the process and their thoughts on the
qualities to look for in a potential nominee.
Also, my staff has talked with more than
60 Members of the United States Senate.
Members of the Senate are receiving a full
opportunity to provide their opinions and
recommendations, and I appreciate their
advice.

I will be guided by clear principles as
I make my decision. My nominee will be
a fair-minded individual who represents the
mainstream of American law and American
values. The nominee will meet the highest
standards of intellect, character, and ability,
and will pledge to faithfully interpret the
Constitution and laws of our country. Our
Nation deserves, and I will select, a Su-
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NoOTE: Identical letters were sent to Richard
G. Lugar, chairman, and Joseph R. Biden,
Jr., ranking member, Senate Committee on
Foreign Relations; Thad Cochran, chairman,
and Robert C. Byrd, ranking member, Senate
Committee on Appropriations; Henry J.
Hyde, chairman, and Tom Lantos, ranking
member, House Committee on International
Relations; and Jerry Lewis, chairman, and
David R. Obey, ranking member, House
Committee on Appropriations.

preme Court Justice that Americans can be
proud of.

The American people also expect a Sen-
ate confirmation process that rises above
partisanship. When I met with Senate lead-
ers, we discussed our shared goal of making
sure that the confirmation process is dig-
nified. The nominee deserves fair treat-
ment, a fair hearing, and a fair vote. I will
make my nomination in a timely manner
so the nominee can be confirmed before
the start of the Court’s new term in Octo-
ber.

The experiences of the two Justices nom-
inated by President Clinton provide useful
examples of fair treatment and a reasonable
timetable for Senate action. In 1993, the
Senate voted on and confirmed Justice
Ruth Bader Ginsburg to the Supreme
Court 42 days after President Clinton sub-
mitted her nomination. And despite the sig-
nificant philosophical differences many Sen-
ators had with Justice Ginsburg, she re-
ceived 96 votes in favor of confirmation.
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The following vyear, Justice Stephen
Breyer was confirmed 73 days after his
nomination was submitted, with 87 votes
in his favor. Again, Republican Senators,
in large numbers, voted for confirmation
of Justice Breyer despite significant philo-
sophical differences. These examples show
that the thorough consideration of a nomi-
nee does not require months of delay.

As we continue the process to fill the
opening on the Supreme Court, we are also
moving forward on other important prior-
ities for the American people. This past
week, we received more good news on the
economy. The 2005 deficit is projected to
be $94 billion less than previously expected.
I told the Congress and the country we
would cut the deficit in half by 2009. This
week’s numbers show that we are ahead
of pace, so long as Congress acts wisely
with taxpayer dollars.

This good news on the budget is coupled
with other news that shows the economy
is strong and getting stronger. Our econ-
omy is growing faster than any other major
industrialized nation. The unemployment
rate is down to 5 percent, lower than the
average rate of the 1970s, 1980s, and 1990s.
We have created more than 2 million jobs
in the past 12 months. More Americans
are working today than ever before in our
Nation’s history, and homeownership in
America is at an alltime high.

To keep our economy growing and cre-
ating jobs, Congress needs to continue
working in the upcoming weeks on our
progrowth economic agenda. First, for the
sake of our economic security and our na-
tional security, the Congress must complete
its work on a good energy bill that will

reduce our dependence on foreign sources
of energy.

Second, the House needs to follow the
Senate’s lead by approving the Central
American and Dominican Republic Free
Trade Agreement. By lowering trade bar-
riers for our exports, this agreement will
level the playing field for America’s goods,
services, and crops, and help create jobs
for American workers.

Third, Congress needs to send me a fis-
cally responsible highway bill that modern-
izes roads and bridges, improves safety, and
opens up new job opportunities.

Finally, Congress needs to move forward
with Social Security reform. For those of
you who were born before 1950, Social Se-
curity will not change. But the system has
made promises to our younger workers that
it cannot pay for, and the cost of fixing
the system grows higher with every year
we wait. So Congress needs to act now
to strengthen Social Security for our chil-
dren and grandchildren.

The American people expect members
of both parties to offer a positive agenda
and get things done for our country. By
working together in the weeks ahead, I am
confident we will achieve positive results
for all Americans.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:50 a.m.
on July 15 in the Cabinet Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on July
16. The transcript was made available by the
Office of the Press Secretary on July 15 but
was embargoed for release until the broad-
cast. The Office of the Press Secretary also
released a Spanish language transcript of this
address.
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Remarks at a Welcoming Ceremony for Prime Minister Manmohan Singh

of India
July 18, 2005

Mr. Prime Minister, Mrs. Kaur, Laura
and I are honored to welcome you to the
White House.

We meet as leaders of two great democ-
racies committed to working together for
a better and a safer world. Your visit re-
flects the growing bonds of cooperation be-
tween your nation and mine. Our nations
have ties that are strong and warm. These
ties are enriched by hundreds of thousands
of Americans of Indian origin who con-
tribute so much to America’s vitality. Our
people share the bonds of friendship and
a commitment to prosperity, peace, and re-
gional stability. Our nations believe in free-
dom, and our nations are confronting global
terrorism.

As diplomatic partners, were meeting
this threat in our own nations and abroad.
And as economic partners, we're working
around the world to displace hatred and
violence with prosperity, hope, and opti-
mism. India’s embrace of democracy and
human rights has ensured that its great di-
versity will remain a national strength. And
since enacting economic reforms in the
early nineties, India has become an emerg-
ing economic power to the betterment of
its people.

The relationship between our two nations
has never been stronger, and it will grow
even closer in the days and years to come.
This transformed relationship was seen viv-
idly in the response to the December 26th
tsunami that devastated parts of Asia. Along
with Japan and Australia, our two nations
launched a coordinated and effective dis-
aster relief mission, providing assistance
and relief where it was most needed.

Mr. Prime Minister, the United States
and India have built a relationship of great
potential as we face this century’s chal-
lenges. We look forward to building on our
strong bilateral relationship to expand our
economic ties and to lay the foundation
of peace and prosperity for our children
and our grandchildren.

Welcome, Mr. Prime Minister, and thank
you for coming.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 9:11 a.m. on
the South Lawn at the White House, where
Prime Minister Singh was accorded a formal
welcome with full military honors. In his re-
marks, he referred to Gursharan Kaur, wife
of Prime Minister Singh. The transcript re-
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary
also included the remarks of Prime Minister

Singh.

The President’s News Conference With Prime Minister Monmohan Singh

of India
July 18, 2005

President Bush. Thank you. I'm proud
to stand here today with Prime Minister
Singh, the leader of one of the world’s
great democracies. Mr. Prime Minister,
welcome to America. I applaud your vision,
and I applaud your leadership. Laura and
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I are honored to welcome you and Mrs.
Kaur to the White House.

We just had a great discussion, a very
frank and open discussion. And tonight we
look forward to welcoming you for a little
family dinner.
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India and the United States share a com-
mitment to freedom and a belief that de-
mocracy provides the best path to a more
hopeful future for all people. We also be-
lieve that the spread of liberty is the best
alternative to hatred and violence. Because
of our shared values, the relationship be-
tween our two countries has never been
stronger. We're working together to make
our nations more secure, deliver a better
life to our citizens, and advance the cause
of peace and freedom throughout the
world.

The Governments of India and the
United States are working together to safe-
guard our people. We are charting new
steps in our defense relationship through
the recently signed new framework that will
help our two nations work toward common
security objectives. We're working together
on counterterrorism to help protect our
people and make the world a safer place.
We're also committed to increasing the
prosperity of the people of India and Amer-
ica alike. Today we announced the comple-
tion of the next steps in strategic partner-
ship. Completing this partnership will help
us further enhance our cooperation in the
areas of civil nuclear, civil space, and high
technology commerce.

Last month, we launched a reinvigorated
U.S.-India economic dialog to focus high-
level attention on trade, finance, invest-
ment, and the environment. Prime Minister
Singh and I are about to meet with busi-
ness leaders from both our nations who
have joined us here today for the inaugural
meeting of the CEO Forum. The expertise
of these private sector leaders will help our
two Governments build trade and increase
investment for the good of our peoples.
Cleaner energy resources, including nuclear
power, are vital for the future of both our
economies. We have begun a bilateral en-
ergy dialog to find ways to work together
in this important area. Our two nations also
have a common interest in bettering the
lives of people around the world. We are
launching a disaster response initiative to

better respond to future disasters, just not
in Asia but around the world.

I appreciate Prime Minister Singh’s lead-
ership. He’s a man who’s committed to
peace and liberty. I look forward to work-
ing with you, Prime Minister. I thank you
for coming. The podium is yours.

Prime Minister Singh. Thank you very
much, Mr. President. Ladies and gentle-
men of the press, I would like to begin
by thanking President Bush for the warmth
of his hospitality and the wide-ranging dis-
cussions that we've had this morning with
him. These discussions have been, indeed,
very productive and focused on the future
direction of a transformation in our multi-
faceted relations.

I am happy that the President and I
share the common goal of making this one
of the principal relationships for each of
our countries. The President’s personal
commitment to this relationship is deeply
admired by the people of India. The sup-
port and good will of the friendly people
of the United States in managing the transi-
tion from a developing country to a fast-
expanding economy is something we greatly
welcome and greatly appreciate. The Presi-
dent’s assurance to me that India’s sus-
tained economic growth has his strong sup-
port and support of the United States
means a lot to us.

The joint statement that we have agreed
upon lays out the full potential of our
multifaceted cooperation. The President has
accepted my invitation to visit India at the
earliest, and we are confident that the re-
sults of the understanding that we have
reached today would be fully evident by
then.

Our partnership is one between rigorous
and vibrant democracies, and we have
agreed today to give expression to our
shared values in a variety of ways. The
President’s steadfast determination and
leadership in meeting the challenges of
international terrorism is widely appreciated
by us, in particular, but all the world, all
civilized men and women all over the
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world. There can be no cause that justifies
the killing of innocent and defenseless civil-
ians. There must be an international norm
of zero tolerance for terrorists.

Meeting global challenges requires cred-
ible and effective global institutions. Today,
the world is debating the reform of the
United Nations. In our talks, President and
I were of one mind that the contemporary
reality must be fully reflected in the central
organs and decisionmaking processes of the
U.N. India has a compelling case for per-
manent membership of the Security Coun-
cil. We are convinced that India can signifi-
cantly contribute to U.N. decisionmaking
and capabilities.

A growing Indian economy, with an ac-
celerated growth rate averaging about 6 to
7 percent in recent years, and its integra-
tion with the world economy would expand
the scope for commerce, investment, and
technological cooperation between our two
countries. Shortly after this press inter-
action, the President and I will spend a
few minutes with corporate leaders from
both countries of the first meeting of the
CEQO’s Forum. This forum includes some
of the best business minds of our two coun-
tries. We have announced today a series
of other initiatives designed to build a long-
term, knowledge-driven partnership be-
tween India and the United States. These
reflect the vision that the President and
I have of our shared future.

We also discussed the importance of en-
suring adequate energy and affordable sup-
plies at a time when oil prices remain high.
Both of us recognize that civilian nuclear
energy has a greater role in meeting global
energy demands. We in India have an am-
bitious and attainable national roadmap in
this regard. We look forward to President
Bush’s strong leadership on this important
issues.

I must, once again, thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent, for the warmth of your welcome and
for your deep and abiding personal commit-
ment to the building of our partnership.

1234

I would now be glad to take your ques-
tions.

President Bush. Hold on a second. The
way this is going to work—the way this
will work is, I'll call on somebody from
the American side, and then the Prime
Minister will do so. Then I'll call somebody,
and the Prime Minister will do so. We'll
answer two questions apiece, starting with
Terry [Terence Hunt, Associated Press].

Disclosure of CIA Employee’s Identity

Q. Mr. President, you said you don't
want to talk about an ongoing investigation,
so I'd like to ask you, regardless of whether
a crime was committed, do you still intend
to fire anyone found to be involved in the
CIA leak case? And are you displeased that
Karl Rove told a reporter that Ambassador
Joe Wilson’s wife worked for the Agency
on WMD issues?

President Bush. We have a serious ongo-
ing investigation here—[laughter]—and it’s
being played out in the press. And I think
it’s best that people wait until the investiga-
tion is complete before you jump to conclu-
sions. And I will do so as well. I dont
know all the facts. I want to know all the
facts. The best place for the facts to be
done is by somebody who’s spending time
investigating it. I would like this to end
as quickly as possible so we know the facts,
and if someone committed a crime, they
will no longer work in my administration.

Kashmir

My question is to President Bush.
The question relates to the line of control
in Kashmir, Mr. President. President Clin-
ton had made clear the U.S. policy that
in the interest of peace, the sanctity of
the line of control must be maintained by
every side.

Would you, Mr. President, like to reaf-
firm the U.S. stand that the sanctity of the
line of control cannot be violated by anyone
in future, in the interest of the peace? Mr.
President.
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President Bush. Well, U.S. policy has not
changed. This problem will be solved by
India and Pakistan. And our role is to en-
courage the leaders from both countries to
work in good faith to solve this long-stand-
ing problem. And I am pleased with the
progress being made, as should the people
of India. I think the people of India ought
to applaud strong leaders that are willing
to work to achieve peace. And I think we
have an opportunity to help facilitate the
dialog on this long-standing issue.

But the truth of the matter is, in order
for there to be a solution, the Prime Min-
ister, representing the great people of
India, and President Musharraf, rep-
resenting the people of Pakistan, are going
to have to come to a mutually acceptable
agreement. To the extent we can help,
we’re more than willing to try to help. But
we're not a party to the agreement, of
course. I'm hopeful—I'm hopeful that the
progress achieved thus far can be contin-
ued. And I applauded the Prime Minister
in my private meeting with him for taking
a step toward peace.

Adam [Adam Entous, Reuters].

Upcoming Supreme Court Nomination

Q. Thank you.

President Bush. Yes, thanks.

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. We under-
stand you are now close to a decision on
a Supreme Court nominee.

President Bush. Really? [Laughter] It's
amazing how Washington works, Mr. Prime
Minister. [Laughter]

Q. Have you narrowed down the list and
met with finalists? Will you now share the
list with Senate leaders to avoid a confirma-
tion battle, as Democrats have proposed?

President Bush. Well, thank you for tell-
ing me where I am in the process. 1 appre-
ciate that. We've consulted with the Senate.
We will continue to consult with the Sen-
ate. I, of course, am the person that picks
the nominee, and they get to decide wheth-
er or not the nominee gets confirmed.
That's the way it has worked in the past.

That's the way it's going to work in this
administration.

And of course I'm reviewing a different
candidate. I'm reviewing their curriculum
vitae, as well as their findings. T will sit
down with some and talk to them face to
face, those who I have not known already.
You know, we've got some people that—
perhaps in contention that I've already
spent time with, that I know. In other
words, I'm familiar with some of the people
that are being speculated about in the
press. And so I don’t need to interview
those. But of course I'm going to take a
very thorough approach.

What they're referring to is a Supreme
Court vacancy. And this is a really impor-
tant decision. And I'm going to take my
time, and I will be thorough and deliberate.
But make no mistake, we have heard a
lot of suggestions from Members of the
United States Senate—a lot. It turns out,
many of the Senators have got strong opin-
ions one way or the other, and of course
we're listening to them.

But my desire, Adam, is to get this proc-
ess moving so that someone will be con-
firmed, whoever he or she is, will be con-
firmed by October. And if that’s the back-
stop, we're working back to try to accom-
modate the Senate and their desire. Part
of the consultation was to ask the Senators,
“What's it take to get somebody in place
by the October session?”

And thank you for your question, and
thank you for telling me how close I am
to—or at least indicating what others think.
[Laughter]

Nuclear Technology

Q. Mr. Prime Minister, you have sought
the removal of restrictions on nuclear and
high technology supplies to India. After the
meeting with President Bush, how do you
see the prospects in this area?

Prime Minister Singh. Well, T think we
have had a very constructive and productive
meeting. And as you will see from the joint
statement, this issue has been addressed
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in a manner which gives me great satisfac-
tion. And I thank the President for his per-
sonal role and interest in facilitating a solu-
tion to this complex problem.

President Bush. Mr. Prime Minister,
thank you. Very good job. Well done.
Thank you, sir.

Joint Statement by President George
Manmohan Singh of India
July 18, 2005

Prime Minister Manmohan Singh and
President Bush today declare their resolve
to transform the relationship between their
countries and establish a global partnership.
As leaders of nations committed to the val-
ues of human freedom, democracy and rule
of law, the new relationship between India
and the United States will promote sta-
bility, democracy, prosperity and peace
throughout the world. It will enhance our
ability to work together to provide global
leadership in areas of mutual concern and
interest.

Building on their common values and in-
terests, the two leaders resolve:

e To create an international environment
conducive to promotion of democratic
values, and to strengthen democratic
practices in societies which wish to be-
come more open and pluralistic.

* To combat terrorism relentlessly. They
applaud the active and vigorous
counterterrorism cooperation between
the two countries and support more
international efforts in this direction.
Terrorism is a global scourge and the
one we will fight everywhere. The two
leaders strongly affirm their commit-
ment to the conclusion by September
of a UN comprehensive convention
against international terrorism.

The Prime Minister’s visit coincides with

the completion of the Next Steps in Stra-
tegic  Partnership ~ (NSSP) initiative,
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NoTE: The President’s news conference
began at 11:08 a.m. in the East Room at the
White House. In his remarks, he referred to
Gursharan Kaur, wife of Prime Minister
Singh; and President Pervez Musharraf of
Pakistan.

W. Bush and Prime Minister

launched in January 2004. The two leaders
agree that this provides the basis for ex-
panding bilateral activities and commerce
in space, civil nuclear energy and dual-use
technology.

Drawing on their mutual vision for the
U.S.-India relationship, and our joint objec-
tives as strong long-standing democracies,
the two leaders agree on the following:

For the Economy

* Revitalize the U.S.-India Economic
Dialogue and launch a CEO Forum
to harness private sector energy and
ideas to deepen the bilateral economic
relationship.

* Support and accelerate economic
growth in both countries through
greater trade, investment, and tech-
nology collaboration.

e Promote modernization of India’s in-
frastructure as a prerequisite for the
continued growth of the Indian econ-
omy. As India enhances its investment
climate, opportunities for investment
will increase.

* Launch a U.S.-India Knowledge Initia-
tive on Agriculture focused on pro-
moting teaching, research, service and
commercial linkages.

For Energy and the Environment

* Strengthen energy security and pro-
mote the development of stable and
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efficient energy markets in India with
a view to ensuring adequate, affordable
energy supplies and conscious of the
need for sustainable development.
These issues will be addressed through
the U.S.-India Energy Dialogue.

» Agree on the need to promote the im-
peratives of development and safe-
guarding the environment, commit to
developing and deploying cleaner,
more efficient, affordable, and diversi-
fied energy technologies.

For Democracy and Development

* Develop and support, through the new
U.S.-India Global Democracy Initiative
in countries that seek such assistance,
institutions  and  resources  that
strengthen the foundations that make
democracies credible and effective.
India and the U.S. will work together
to strengthen democratic practices and
capacities and contribute to the new
U.N. Democracy Fund.

» Commit to strengthen cooperation and
combat HIV/AIDs at a global level
through an initiative that mobilizes pri-
vate sector and government resources,
knowledge, and expertise.

For Non-Proliferation and Security

» Express satisfaction at the New Frame-
work for the U.S.-India Defense Rela-
tionship as a basis for future coopera-
tion, including in the field of defense
technology.

* Commit to play a leading role in inter-
national efforts to prevent the pro-
liferation of Weapons of Mass De-
struction. The U.S. welcomed the
adoption by India of legislation on
WMD (Prevention of Unlawful Activi-
ties Bill).

e Launch a new U.S.-India Disaster Re-
lief Initiative that builds on the experi-
ence of the Tsunami Core Group, to
strengthen cooperation to prepare for
and conduct disaster relief operations.

For High-Technology and Space

* Sign a Science and Technology Frame-
work Agreement, building on the U.S.-
India High-Technology Cooperation
Group (HTCG), to provide for joint
research and training, and the estab-
lishment of public-private partnerships.

* Build closer ties in space exploration,
satellite navigation and launch, and in
the commercial space arena through
mechanisms such as the U.S.-India
Working Group on Civil Space Co-
operation.

* Building on the strengthened non-
proliferation commitments undertaken
in the NSSP, to remove certain Indian
organizations from the Department of
Commerce’s Entity List.

Recognizing the significance of civilian
nuclear energy for meeting growing global
energy demands in a cleaner and more effi-
cient manner, the two leaders discussed In-
dia’s plans to develop its civilian nuclear
energy program.

President Bush conveyed his appreciation
to the Prime Minister over India’s strong
commitment to preventing WMD prolifera-
tion and stated that as a responsible state
with advanced nuclear technology, India
should acquire the same benefits and ad-
vantages as other such states. The President
told the Prime Minister that he will work
to achieve full civil nuclear energy coopera-
tion with India as it realizes its goals of
promoting nuclear power and achieving en-
ergy security. The President would also
seek agreement from Congress to adjust
U.S. laws and policies, and the United
States will work with friends and allies to
adjust international regimes to enable full
civil nuclear energy cooperation and trade
with India, including but not limited to ex-
peditious consideration of fuel supplies for
safeguarded nuclear reactors at Tarapur. In
the meantime, the United States will en-
courage its partners to also consider this
request expeditiously. India has expressed
its interest in ITER and a willingness to
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contribute. The United States will consult
with its partners considering India’s partici-
pation. The United States will consult with
the other participants in the Generation IV
International Forum with a view toward In-
dia’s inclusion.

The Prime Minister conveyed that for
his part, India would reciprocally agree that
it would be ready to assume the same re-
sponsibilities and practices and acquire the
same benefits and advantages as other lead-
ing countries with advanced nuclear tech-
nology, such as the United States. These
responsibilities and practices consist of
identifying and separating civilian and mili-
tary nuclear facilities and programs in a
phased manner and filing a declaration re-
garding its civilians facilities with the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA);
taking a decision to place voluntarily its ci-
vilian nuclear facilities under IAEA safe-
guards; signing and adhering to an Addi-
tional Protocol with respect to civilian nu-
clear facilities; continuing India’s unilateral
moratorium on nuclear testing; working
with the United States for the conclusion
of a multilateral Fissile Material Cut Off
Treaty; refraining from transfer of enrich-
ment and reprocessing technologies to
states that do not have them and sup-
porting international efforts to limit their
spread; and ensuring that the necessary
steps have been taken to secure nuclear
materials and technology through com-
prehensive export control legislation and
through harmonization and adherence to
Missile  Technology — Control — Regime
(MTCR) and Nuclear Suppliers Group
(NSG) guidelines.

Remarks at a State Dinner Honoring
India
July 18, 2005

Mr. Prime Minister, Mrs. Kaur, Laura
and I are honored to welcome you to the
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The President welcomed the Prime Min-
ister’s assurance. The two leaders agreed
to establish a working group to undertake
on a phased basis in the months ahead
the necessary actions mentioned above to
fulfill these commitments. The President
and Prime Minister also agreed that they
would review this progress when the Presi-
dent visits India in 2006.

The two leaders also reiterated their
commitment that their countries would play
a leading role in international efforts to
prevent the proliferation of weapons of
mass destruction, including nuclear, chem-
ical, biological and radiological weapons.

In light of this closer relationship, and
the recognition of India’s growing role in
enhancing regional and global security, the
Prime Minister and the President agree
that international institutions must fully re-
flect changes in the global scenario that
have taken place since 1945. The President
reiterated his view that international institu-
tions are going to have to adapt to reflect
India’s central and growing role. The two
leaders state their expectations that India
and the United States will strengthen their
cooperation in global forums.

Prime Minister Manmohan Singh thanks
President Bush for the warmth of his re-
ception and the generosity of his hospi-
tality. He extends an invitation to President
Bush to visit India at his convenience and
the President accepts that invitation.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint state-
ment.

Prime Minister Manmohan Singh of

White House. It is a great privilege to have
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you here, along with our distinguished
guests tonight.

India and the United States are sepa-
rated by half the globe. Yet today, our two
nations are closer than ever before. The
ties that bind us are enriched by the hun-
dreds of thousands of Americans of Indian
origin. These citizens contribute a lot to
America’s vitality. Today, these Americans
are leaders in their professions in business
and science, in space exploration and tech-
nology, and in many other fields. And the
United States is a better place because of
the thousands of students who come here
from India to study in our universities.

Today, our two nations are bound by our
common interests. Our trading partnership
has grown dramatically in recent years,
which brings greater prosperity and oppor-
tunity to citizens of both our countries.
America and India also understand the dan-
ger of global terrorism, which has brought
grief to our nations and united us in our
desire to bring peace and security to the
world.

Above all, India and the United States
are bound together by common values. As

two strong, diverse democracies, we share
a commitment to the success of multiethnic
democracy, individual liberty, and the rule
of law. And we believe that by spreading
the blessings of democracy and freedom,
we will ensure lasting peace for our own
citizens and for the world.

Last year, Mr. Prime Minister, you said
that the best is yet to come in the relation-
ship between India and the United States.
The good meetings we have had today
demonstrate your foresight. America looks
forward to working even more closely with
India in the coming years to spread pros-
perity and freedom and peace.

And so tonight, Mr. Prime Minister, as
we celebrate the friendship of our two na-
tions, I offer a toast to you, to your gracious
wife, and to the great people of India.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 8:07 p.m. in
the State Dining Room at the White House.
In his remarks, he referred to Gursharan
Kaur, wife of Prime Minister Singh. The
transcript made available by the Office of the
Press Secretary also included the remarks of
Prime Minister Singh.

Videotaped Remarks to the African Growth and Opportunity Act Forum

June 30, 2005

On behalf of America, I send greetings
to the people of all the African nations
represented at the AGOA Forum. I am
grateful to all of you who have traveled
far to discuss our shared vision for an Afri-
ca that is home to democracy, prosperity,
and opportunity.

This is a hopeful moment in the history
of Africa. The governments of many African
nations are being transformed. Many Afri-
can economies are vibrant and growing. In
Sub-Saharan Africa as a whole, economic
growth is now at its highest level in 8 years.

An important part of Africa’s rising pros-
perity is the African Growth and Oppor-

tunity Act or AGOA. This wise legislation
is reducing barriers to trade, increasing ex-
ports, creating jobs, and expanding oppor-
tunity for Africans and Americans alike.

AGOA is getting results. Political reforms
in Africa have inspired confidence among
American investors. Last year, U.S. exports
to Sub-Saharan Africa increased 25 percent,
and America’s imports from AGOA coun-
tries rose 88 percent. The success of AGOA
is proving that open trade and international
investment are the surest and fastest ways
for Africa to make progress. So last year,
I was proud to sign a law extending the
benefits of this vital program.
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Over the next several days, you will dis-
cuss further ways to expand and diversify
trade so we can sustain economic growth.
I am confident that your efforts will lead
to greater interest and investment in AGOA
nations. You will also be offered practical
information about meeting U.S. export re-
quirements and entering U.S. markets. As
part of America’s long-term commitment to
increased trade with Africa, I intend to
launch the African Global Competitiveness
Initiative, which will give a record number
of entrepreneurs access to the information
and advice they need to succeed in busi-
ness and foreign trade.

I appreciate the good work you are
doing, and I look forward to our continued
partnership on AGOA. Africa is a continent
of promise and talent and opportunity, and
together we will help the people of Africa
realize the bright future they deserve.

Thank you very much.

NoTE: The President’s remarks were
videotaped on June 30 at 4:10 p.m. in the
Map Room at the White House for later
transmission to the forum meeting in Dakar,
Senegal. The transcript was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on July 19. A
tape was not available for verification of the
content of these remarks.

Message to the Congress Transmitting the District of Columbia’s Fiscal

Year 2006 Budget Request Act
July 18, 2005

To the Congress of the United States:

Pursuant to my constitutional authority
and consistent with section 446 of The Dis-
trict of Columbia Self-Governmental Re-
organizational Act as amended in 1989, I
am transmitting the District of Columbia’s
Fiscal Year 2006 Budget Request Act.

The proposed FY 2006 Budget Request
Act reflects the major programmatic objec-
tives of the Mayor and the Council of the

District of Columbia. For FY 2006, the
District estimates total revenues and ex-
penditures of $7.35 billion.

GEORGE W. Busu
The White House,
July 18, 2005.

NoOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on July 19.

The President’s News Conference With Prime Minister John Howard of

Australia
July 19, 2005

President Bush. Thank you all. Laura and
I are honored to welcome Prime Minister
John Howard and Janette back to the
White House. We're really glad youre
here. We're looking forward to having, this
time, a true family lunch upstairs. It's a
chance to—for two old friends, friends who
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happen to be old—[laughter|—to visit and
to talk and to strategize and to think aloud
about how to work together.

I got to tell you, I admire John Howard
a lot. He’s a man of conviction. He’s got
backbone. He’s not afraid to make the hard
decision. He’s not afraid to lead, and we're
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really thrilled you're here. Plus, he married
well. [Laughter]

I appreciate a man of vision. I am look-
ing forward to working with him in his
fourth term in office, for the betterment
of our own people and for the betterment
of the world.

Australia and the United States share a
commitment to freedom. We understand
we compete against an ideology of hatred,
an ideology that murders the innocent in
order to achieve objectives. We know we
must be steadfast and strong when it comes
to bringing to justice those who would kill
innocent life, like those who got killed in
New York City and Washington, DC, and
Bali and London and other places around
the world. But we also understand that to
defeat an ideology, you've got to have a
better ideology, and we do, one based upon
human rights and human dignity, minority
rights, and {reedom.

And the thing I appreciate about John
Howard is he understands that. I appreciate
the commitment of the Australian Govern-
ment to help in the democracy movements
in both Iraq and Afghanistan. We had a
good talk today about the way forward in
Iraq. I assured him that our position is
one that says, “As the Iragis stand up,
America stands down.” In other words,
we're going to help Iragis to defend them-
selves and, at the same time, promote a
political process that will lead to a constitu-
tion—a validation of the constitution and
permanent elections. We talked as well
about Afghanistan and how important it is
for a country like Afghanistan to show the
world what is possible when it comes to
democratic institutions and freedom.

I appreciated the Prime Minister’s strong
advice about Malaysia and Indonesia, two
really important countries. And John How-
ard has got a lot of experience with the
leaders in those countries as well as the
political process in the countries. And it’s
always good to visit with a friend about
how he sees the world.

We talked about China and North Korea.
I told him that we're committed to solving
the North Korean nuclear issue in a diplo-
matic way and that we’re pleased that the
six-party talks has become renewed and
that we're sincere about working with
China and South Korea and Japan and Rus-
sia to bring some common sense to the
leader of North Korea.

We talked about the benefits of the free
trade agreement we signed: Our economies
are strong and that trade will help our
economies stay strong and that free trade
and fair trade is important for the working
people in both our countries and that we're
dedicated to making sure the next round
of the WTO goes forward.

All in all, we had a really good discus-
sion, the kind of discussion you'd expect
from friends. And we’re looking forward
to continuing it over lunch.

John, welcome.

Prime Minister Howard. Thank you very
much, George. And I say to you, Mr. Presi-
dent, and to your wife, Laura, thank you
very much for the great hospitality that
you've extended to Janette and to me.

This is not only a close relationship be-
tween Australia and the United States but
it is a shared commitment by two peoples
who have so much history and so much
in the way of common values as a basis
for the relationship.

Australia and the United States have
never been closer than they are at the
present time. But the reason that we are
so close is that we are engaged together
in quite a struggle against some forces and
elements of evil around the world that
threaten not only the people of our coun-
tries but also the people of other nations.

Terrorists indiscriminately murder people
irrespective of their race, their nationality,
their religion, their political party, or their
political belief. And those who doubt that,
I invite them to look at the casualty lists
of the London Underground and the bus.
You will find not 55 people of Anglo-Celtic-
Protestant composition, but you will find
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55 people of different races, different
ethnicities, different attitudes, and different
beliefs. And I say that to encapsulate the
view that I hold very strongly, that to see
this as some kind of struggle between the
West and the rest is to completely mis-
understand and completely misread what’s
involved.

I want to thank the President and the
Congress of the United States for the sup-
port that was given so generously to the
passage of the free trade agreement legisla-
tion. It passed through the two Houses of
the American Congress with, I think,
record majorities. And I believe that the
economic association between Australia and
the United States will be more important
to Australia as the years go by, particularly
in the area of services, where, because of
the commonalities we share in language
and legal systems and in so many other
areas, the opportunities are going to be
very much greater.

The President and I had a very extensive
discussion about the involvement of both
of our countries in the Asian-Pacific region,
about the critical importance of Indonesia,
the third largest democracy in the world,
the largest Islamic country in the world,
and a nation whose success is immensely
important to the ideological and intellectual
debate in relation to terrorism, because if
Indonesia is a success story, it can be held
up as an example to the rest of the Islamic
world that the path forward, the path to
prosperity and stability, is a path away from
hatred and extremism and a path of mod-
eration.

Can I say to you, Mr. President, that
the personal relationship that we have es-
tablished on behalf of our two countries
means a great deal to me. But it is, as
you rightly say, based on a common view
of the world, that individual freedom is still
the greatest glue that nations and peoples
can have, that societies that honor the fam-
ily as the most stabilizing influence in our
community and also societies that recognize
that the basis of national wealth is indi-
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vidual wealth built on competitive cap-
italism.

Not everybody in our two countries
would entirely share every part of that
statement of my philosophical beliefs, but
I'm happy to say that in both countries,
a sufficient number of people—[laughter]
in recent times have shared those views
to put smiles on both our faces. [Laughter]
And T must say, on a somewhat partisan
note, how much I enjoyed my discussion
with you on the night of the 9th of October
of last year and, equally, the opportunity
I have of congratulating you on your re-
markable victory, which—after an election
campaign that I followed with enormous
interest. I come here as a friend of the
United States. I come here as the leader
of 20 million people who are committed,
as you are, to the great causes of individual
liberty and freedom. And together we can
work to make a better world.

President Bush. We'll answer two ques-
tions apiece. Jennifer [Jennifer Loven, As-
sociated Press].

Upcoming Supreme Court Nomination

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Can you
tell us, as you consider Supreme Court
nominees, how important it is to you to
replace Justice O’Connor with another
woman? And can you bring us up to date
on whether you've completed interviewing
candidates?

President Bush. First, I'm comfortable
with where we are in the process. That’s
important for you to know. Secondly, that
I have thought about a variety of people,
people from different walks of life, some
of whom I've known before, some of whom
I had never met before. I'm trying to figure
out what else I can say that I didn’t say
yesterday that sounds profound to you with-
out—without actually answering your ques-
tion. [Laughter]

As I say, I do have an obligation to think
about people from different backgrounds
but who share the same philosophy, people
who will not legislate from the bench.
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That's what I told the people when I ran
for President. I want to be known as the
kind of person who does what he says he’s
going to do and—because I believe it’s
right. And so, I guess the best way to put
it is, I'll let you know when I'm ready to
tell you who it is.

John, go ahead, ask—want to call on
some

Iraq

Q. Dennis Shanahan, The Australian. Mr.
President, Mr. Prime Minister, before the
invasion of Iraq, Mr. Howard said that our
troops would be there for months, not
years. It is now years. Realistically, how
long can the Australian people expect our
troops to be in Iraq and Afghanistan? Is
it, now, more years?

President Bush. Well, first, I think, if
you're going to ask how long the Australian
troops will stay, you ought to ask the person
who decides where the Australian troops
go in the first place. I can tell you about
the American troops, and that is that they’ll
be there as long as necessary to complete
the mission.

There’s a great temptation to get me or
John to put a timetable on our actions
there. That doesn’t make any sense. Why
would you tell the enemy how long you're
going to stay somewhere? Why would
you—it just doesn’t—we’re at war, and dur-
ing a war, you do the best you can to
win the war, and one way to embolden
an enemy is to give them an artificial time-
table. I'm sure probably—timetables need
to be asked—I get asked about timetables
all the time here. And—but the answer is,
when the Iragis are ready to do the fighting
themselves. And that’s happening on a
steady basis, and theyre taking more and
more of the fight to the enemy.

And, like, I'm sure in Australia, people
in America want to know when the troops
are coming home—and as quickly as pos-
sible, but we’ve got to complete the mis-
sion. The mission is really important. We're
laying the foundation for peace. A free

Iraq, a democratic Iraq in the heart of the
Middle East is a part of a vision that under-
stands free societies are peaceful societies.

We're fighting an ideology, and the way
you defeat an ideology that is so backward,
so evil, and so hated they kill innocent men
and women regardless of religion, is to
spread freedom. And that’s why it’s impor-
tant we complete the mission in Iraq.

Prime Minister Howard. Dennis, 1 did
make that statement, and I made it in a
particular context, which I'm sure you will
recall. I'm not going to try and put a time
limit on our commitment in Iragq. I'm not.
It will be governed by circumstances, rather
than by the calendar, to borrow an expres-
sion you may have heard yesterday when
I was at the Pentagon. I thought it was
a very good expression, and that’s why—
and I won’t plagiarize it; I'll acknowledge
the source—that is why I use it.

But I believe that progress is being
made. I think we do face a situation where,
because of the horror of suicide bombing,
there is a constant high level of publicity,
understandably, given to that, and to the
detriment of the progress that is being
made at a political level. I mean, nothing
can answer and deny the fact that 8 million
people risked their lives to vote. Now, that
is a stunning personal commitment to de-
mocracy that Australians haven’t been re-
quired to do in my lifetime or, indeed,
the average American citizen, either. Now,
I think we have to pay some regard to
that. And that is a cause worth fighting
for, and it’s a cause worth promoting and
supporting.

Now, the great burden in Iraq is being
carried by the United States, and I feel
very deeply for the American people the
burden they are carrying. I also pay tribute
to the burden that's being carried by the
British. Our commitment is significant, but
obviously, it's much smaller than that of
those two countries. But we will stay the
distance in Iraq. We won’t go until the
job has been finished, and you've heard
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me say that before. That’s been my view
for a long time, and it will remain my view.

President Bush. Caren [Caren Bohan,
Reuters].

Disclosure of CIA Employee’s Identity

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. In light
of the concerns that the CIA leak investiga-
tion is distracting from your agenda, has
Mr. Rove or any of your aides offered their
resignation? And what, short of a crime,
constitutes a firing offense?

President Bush. You know, I appreciate
you bringing that up. My answer really
hasn’t changed—[laughter]—from 24 hours
ago. It’s the same answer. Now, T'll be glad
to answer another question if you've got
one. I—I mean, I'll be glad to repeat what
I said yesterday, which is, there’s an ongo-
ing investigation, and people shouldn’t
jump to conclusions in the press until the
investigation is over. And once the inves-
tigation is over, I'll deal with it.

Have you got another question? I don't
want to shortchange you on a

Upcoming Supreme Court Nomination

Q. I do, actually. [Laughter] What do
you think of Edith Clement?

President Bush. Pardon me?

Q. What do you think of Edith Clement
for the Court?

President Bush. Oh, well, I think it’s im-
portant—let me refer you back to the first
question. [Laughter]

Q. Can she have one more? [Laughter]

President Bush. 1 don’t know, the Prime
Minister is a friend. Why would I subject
him to—mo. [Laughter] Do you speak
French? [Laughter] It's unfair I get the
last word at the mike. It’s all inside—I'm
sorry. Please.

China

Q. Mark Riley from the Seven Network
in Australia. Can I ask you both, please,
for your view on China in the coming pe-
riod? It seems that Australia views China
principally as an economic opportunity. And
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we read increasingly that the U.S. sees it
as an emerging military challenge, particu-
larly in light of the comments made by
General Zhu, just recently, about the possi-
bility of a nuclear response over Taiwan.
What I want to ask you particularly is what
role you both see Australia playing in man-
aging that emerging relationship?

President Bush. It's a great question.
Thanks for asking it. Our relationship—let
me start with our relationship with China.
It is a complicated relationship. We obvi-
ously have an economic relationship with
China. That's an important relationship.
Our exports to China are increasing. If
you're a soybean farmer in America, you're
really pleased with the fact that the Chi-
nese market is open for our soybeans.

China is a—I think it’s in the world’s
interest that China grow an open market
economy. I think open markets and free
economies tend to cause people to demand
additional freedoms. So it’s in our economic
interests, and I think it's in the world’s
interest that we encourage free and fair
trade.

We have some difficulties on the trade
front with China. One such difficulty is
their currency, and we've worked with
China to convince them that it makes sense
for them to change how they value their
currency.

A second difficulty is on intellectual
property rights. It's very important for
emerging economies to understand that
they—in order to be a fair trading partner,
that you've got to honor somebody else’s
intellectual property. And sometimes that’s
a hard concept for countries to understand.
And so we're working very closely on that
issue with China. By the way, that’s the
same message that Australia gives, and so
there’s one area where Australia and the
United States can work together to help
convince China that intellectual property
rights are important.

We have a diplomatic relationship with
China, obviously. And that’s manifested in
the recent six-party talks in North Korea.
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I view it very important that China be an
equal partner in those talks. We've got the
capacity to bring something to the table
when it’s—in discussions with North Korea,
and so does China. And therefore, dip-
lomatically, we have an opportunity to af-
fect world security and to make sure that
the ultimate objective of the terrorists is
not achieved, and that is the spread of
weapons of mass destruction, for example.
These are areas where we can cooperate
and work hard.

We've got areas of issues when it comes
to values. For example, I happen to believe
religious freedom is very important for any
society and that people ought to be allowed
to worship freely—worship any way they
see fit. Every time I've met with the Chi-
nese leaders, I've, in a respectful way,
shared with them the importance, I feel,
for a healthy society to recognize that peo-
ple think differently and worship differently
and, therefore, ought to be encouraged to
do so. And so our relationship is very im-
portant and very vibrant. It's a good rela-
tionship, but it’s a complex relationship.

I think that Australia, first of all, has
got to act in her own interests. And there’s
no doubt in my mind the Prime Minister
will do that. Secondly, though, that we can
work together to reinforce the need for
China to accept certain values as universal,
the value of minority rights, the value of
freedom for people to speak, the value of
freedom of religion, the same values we
share.

Secondly, I know that Australia can lend
a wise message to the Chinese about the
need for China to take an active role in
the neighborhood to prevent, for example,
Kim Chong-il from developing a nuclear
weapon. We've got a lot of common inter-
ests, and it’'s when those common interests
and common values intersect, is where we
can reinforce each other’s message.

Prime Minister Howard. Mark, 1 think
your question is based on a misapprehen-
sion shared by a number of people in Aus-
tralia, and that is that we are trying to

manage a relationship we have with two
countries where some kind of conflict be-
tween those two countries is inevitable, and
I'm not as pessimistic as that. I am a lot
more optimistic for the reasons I outlined
in the speech I delivered to the Lowy Insti-
tute a few months ago in Australia.

We have different relationships with the
United States and China. I mean, of course,
our relationship with the United States is
closer and deeper than it is with China,
because it’s a relationship that is based
upon shared values and a lot of shared his-
tory. The Chinese understand that. I think
one of the bases—the basis of our relation-
ship successfully with China over the last
8 or 9 years is that I have never disguised
that fact in my discussions with the Chi-
nese, and I've encouraged them to accept
that our close defense alliance with the
United States is not in any way directed
against China.

But we have a good relationship with
China. It’s not just based on economic op-
portunity. There are a lot of people-to-peo-
ple ties between Australia and China, and
they're growing all the time. We are going
to differ with China on human rights issues.
You've seen recently, in the debate over
Mr. Chen, you've seen an expression of
views from China. But equally, I think the
relationship between our two countries is
mature enough to ride through temporary
arguments such as that. I think China sees
a growing place for herself in the world,
but I think there’s a great level of prag-
matism in the Chinese leadership.

Now, the economic relationship between
Australia and China is different from the
economic relationship between the United
States and China. And I understand that,
and the President and I talked about that
today. But I have a more optimistic view
about the relationship between China and
the United States, and I know that the
leadership of both countries understands
the importance of common sense in rela-
tion to Taiwan, a recognition that there are
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differences of philosophy between the two
societies.

But let us not look at this issue from
an Australia vantage point, from believing
that there’s some inevitable dust-up going
to occur. I don’t believe that, and I share
a great deal of optimism that that is going
to be prevented. From Australia’s point of
view, well, we don’t presume any kind of
intermediary role. That would be absurd.
We have relationships with the United
States, which T've talked about and cat-
egorized in an unambiguous way. Every-
body understands the centrality of that rela-
tionship to Australia. The Chinese under-
stand it. But we are unashamed in devel-
oping our relations with China, and I am
well pleased with the way the economic
relationship has developed. And Tl con-
tinue to do everything I can in the interests
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of Australia to ensure that it develops fur-
ther.

President Bush. Good job, John. Thank
you.

Thank you all.

NoOTE: The President’s news conference
began at 11:53 a.m. in the East Room at the
White House. In his remarks, he referred to
Janette Howard, wife of Prime Minister
Howard; and Chairman Kim Chong-il of
North Korea. Prime Minister Howard re-
ferred to former Chinese diplomat Chen
Yonglin, who was granted a permanent pro-
tection visa by Australia on July 8. Reporters
referred to Edith Brown Clement, U.S. Cir-
cuit Judge for the Fifth Circuit; and Maj.
Gen. Zhu Chenghu of China, dean, China’s
National Defense University.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency

Blocking Property of Certain Persons
Certain Goods from Liberia
July 19, 2005

To the Congress of the United States:
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a national
emergency unless, prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President pub-
lishes in the Federal Register and transmits
to the Congress a notice stating that the
emergency is to continue in effect beyond
the anniversary date. In accordance with
the provision, I have sent the enclosed no-
tice to the Federal Register for publication
stating that the national emergency and re-
lated measures blocking the property of
certain persons and prohibiting the impor-
tation of certain goods from Liberia are
to continue in effect beyond July 22, 2005.
The actions and policies of former Libe-
rian President Charles Taylor and other
persons, in particular their unlawful deple-
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and Prohibiting the Importation of

tion of Liberian resources and their re-
moval from Liberia and secreting of Libe-
rian funds and property, continue to under-
mine Liberia’s transition to democracy and
the orderly development of its political, ad-
ministrative, and economic institutions and
resources. These actions and policies pose
a continuing unusual and extraordinary
threat to the foreign policy of the United
States. For these reasons, I have deter-
mined that it is necessary to continue the
national emergency and related measures
blocking the property of certain persons
and prohibiting the importation of certain
goods from Liberia.

GEORGE W. BusH

The White House,
July 19, 2005.
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NoTE: The notice is listed in Appendix D
at the end of this volume.

Address to the Nation Announcing the Nomination of John G. Roberts, Jr.,
To Be an Associate Justice of the United States Supreme Court

July 19, 2005

Good evening. One of the most con-
sequential decisions a President makes is
his appointment of a Justice to the Su-
preme Court. When a President chooses
a Justice, he’s placing in human hands the
authority and majesty of the law. The deci-
sions of the Supreme Court affect the life
of every American.

And so a nominee to that Court must
be a person of superb credentials and the
highest integrity, a person who will faith-
fully apply the Constitution and keep our
founding promise of equal justice under
law. I have found such a person in Judge
John Roberts.

And tonight I'm honored to announce
that I am nominating him to serve as Asso-
ciate Justice of the Supreme Court. John
Roberts currently serves on one of the most
influential courts in the Nation, the United
States Court of Appeals for the District
of Columbia Circuit.

Before he was a respected judge, he was
known as one of the most distinguished
and talented attorneys in America. John
Roberts has devoted his entire professional
life to the cause of justice and is widely
admired for his intellect, his sound judg-
ment, and personal decency.

Judge Roberts was born in Buffalo and
grew up in Indiana. In high school, he cap-
tained his football team, and he worked
summers in a steel mill to help pay his
way through college. He’s an honors grad-
uate of both Harvard College and Harvard
Law School. In his career, he has served
as a law clerk to Justice William Rehnquist,
as an Associate Counsel to President Ron-
ald Reagan, and as the Principal Deputy

Solicitor General in the Department of Jus-
tice.

In public service and in private practice,
he has argued 39 cases before the Supreme
Court and earned a reputation as one of
the best legal minds of his generation.
Judge Roberts has earned the respect of
people from both political parties. After he
was nominated for the Court of Appeals
in 2001, a bipartisan group of more than
150 lawyers sent a letter to the Senate Judi-
ciary Committee. They wrote:

“Although as individuals we reflect a
wide spectrum of political party affili-
ation and ideology, we are united in
our belief that John Roberts will be
an outstanding Federal court appeals
judge and should be confirmed by the
United States Senate.”

The signers of this letter included a
former Counsel to a Republican President,
a former Counsel to two Democratic Presi-
dents, and a former—and former high-
ranking Justice Department officials of both
parties.

My decision to nominate Judge Roberts
to the Supreme Court came after a thor-
ough and deliberative process. My staff and
I consulted with more than 70 Members
of the United States Senate. I received
good advice from both Republicans and
Democrats. I appreciate the care they took.
I'm grateful for their advice. I reviewed
the credentials of many well-qualified men
and women. I met personally with a num-
ber of potential nominees.

In my meetings with Judge Roberts, I
have been deeply impressed. He’s a man
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of extraordinary accomplishment and abil-
ity. He has a good heart. He has the quali-
ties Americans expect in a judge, experi-
ence, wisdom, fairness, and civility. He has
profound respect for the rule of law and
for the liberties guaranteed to every citizen.
He will strictly apply the Constitution and
laws, not legislate from the bench.

He’s also a man of character who loves
his country and his family. I'm pleased that
his wife, Jane, and his two beautiful chil-
dren, Jack and Josie, could be with us to-
night. Judge Roberts has served his fellow
citizens well, and he is prepared for even
greater service.

Under the Constitution, Judge Roberts
now goes before the United States Senate
for confirmation. I've recently spoken with
leaders Senator Frist and Senator Reid and
with senior members of the Judiciary Com-
mittee, Chairman Specter and Senator
Leahy. These Senators share my goal of
a dignified confirmation process that is con-
ducted with fairness and civility. The ap-
pointments of the two most recent Justices

Remarks to Reporters Following a M
Designate Roberts
July 20, 2005

Good morning, how are you? I just had
a cup of coffee with the nominee and told
him I thought things were off to a very
good start for his nomination. I'm not sur-
prised; he’s highly qualified for the job.
He’s the kind of person that will bring
great dignity to the Court. Judge Roberts
is off to the Senate this morning to begin
his consultations. I'm confident the Sen-
ators will come to realize what I've come
to realize: We're lucky to have a man of
such wisdom and intellectual strength will-
ing to serve our country.

I'm also confident that the process will
move forward in a dignified, civil way. In
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to the Supreme Court prove that this con-
firmation can be done in a timely manner.

So I have full confidence that the Senate
will rise to the occasion and act promptly
on this nomination. It is important that the
newest Justice be on the bench when the
Supreme Court reconvenes in October. I
believe that Democrats and Republicans
alike will see the strong qualifications of
this fine judge, as they did when they con-
firmed him by unanimous consent to the
judicial seat he now holds.

I look forward to the Senate voting to
confirm Judge John Roberts as the 109th
Justice of the Supreme Court of the United
States.

Judge Roberts, thank you for agreeing
to serve, and congratulations.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 9:02 p.m. on
the State Floor at the White House. The
transcript released by the Office of the Press
Secretary also included the remarks of Judge
Roberts. The Office of the Press Secretary
also released a Spanish language transcript
of this address.

eeting With Associate Justice-

my conversations with Senators last night,
we discussed how important it is that Judge
Roberts get a fair hearing, a timely hearing,
and a hearing that will bring great credit
to our Nation and to the United States
Senate. And so I told Judge Roberts over
coffee that well provide all the support
that’s necessary for the Senators to be able
to make up their minds, that we will push
the process forward, because he and I both
agree that it’s important that he be sworn
in prior to the Court reconvening in Octo-
ber, and that I wished him all the best.

So I appreciate you coming by for coffee
this morning.
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NoTE: The President spoke at 7:30 a.m. in
the Rose Garden at the White House.

Remarks Honoring the Baylor University 2005 NCAA Women'’s Basketball

Champions
July 20, 2005

The President. Congratulations. Wel-
come. I thought I'd have my picture with
you, and then we’ll go into the Oval Office.

It is my honor to welcome some highly
successful women from the neighborhood.
[Laughter] First, I want to congratulate the
coach. She’s—obviously knows what she’s
doing. But I love her spirit. I love her
can-do spirit that says, “We're going to win,
and we're proud to win.”

And I appreciate the women who are
here too. The Lady Bears were really great.
And T know I'm supposed to be working
hard, but I watched you. [Laughter] And
I was really impressed. And I want to thank
you for being such great athletes and such
wonderful role models. And I appreciate
you representing Baylor University, which

is a great university, so well, with such
class.

I'm here to welcome you to the Rose
Garden and congratulate you for a job well
done and wish one of you a happy birthday.
[Laughter]

All right, have at it. [Laughter]

[At this point, team members presented the
President with gifts.]

The President. Ten, two, and four.
[Laughter] Congratulations. All right, any-
body want to see the Oval Office? Let’s
go look at it.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:28 a.m. in
the Rose Garden at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Kim Mulkey-Robert-
son, head coach, Baylor University women’s
basketball team.

Remarks on the PATRIOT Act in Baltimore, Maryland

July 20, 2005

Thanks for the warm welcome. It's good
to be back in Baltimore, home of the
mighty Orioles and my friend Rafael
Palmeiro. I had the honor of calling—I call
him Raffy—the other day to congratulate
him on his 500 home run, 3,000 hit club
membership. And I know youre proud of
him here. He’s a—as you can tell, I'm a
baseball guy. And one of the things about
Baltimore is you're great baseball fans, and
I think were all thrilled that our friend
Rafael Palmeiro is such a great player.

It’s also an honor to be here at the Port
of Baltimore. It's an impressive place to
chopper over. There is a lot of action here
in Baltimore. And I want to thank you all
for giving me a chance to come by to talk
about how to secure this port, other ports,
the borders, and our country. That's the
task at hand. And for those of you involved
with protecting our homeland, I want to
thank you from the bottom of my heart
for your hard work.

I want to thank the Governor for wel-
coming me, and I appreciate the first lady
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coming as well. The Governor asked how
my mountain bike is going. It’s not going
well when you fall. [Laughter] It seems like
it’s happening quite often these days. Con-
gratulations on a billion-dollar surplus.

I want to thank the Attorney General,
Al Gonzales, for joining me. Al has been
a longtime friend of mine. He is a superb
lawyer. He’s been my counselor, as Gov-
ernor of Texas and in the White House.
He is now the Attorney General of the
United States of America, and I'm proud
of the job he’s doing for our country.

And I appreciate my friend Mike
Chertoff for agreeing to become the Sec-
retary of the Department of Homeland Se-
curity. He has got a mighty task, to make
sure that old ways are abandoned for new
ways, that we work closely together, that
the kind of giant bureaucracy that has been
created out of other bureaucracies func-
tions smoothly. And he’s doing a very good
job of leading this important agency in the
right direction. Mike, thanks for serving;
thanks for your leadership; thanks for your
clear vision about the job that you need
to do.

I want to thank Congressman Dutch
Ruppersberger for being here. Dutch, it’s
good to see you. I appreciate you coming.
Youre a good man to take time out of
your schedule to be here.

I want to thank the mayor for joining
us. Mr. Mayor, proud you're here. Thanks
for taking time out of your schedule to
come by to say hello.

I want to thank Brooks Royster, the exec-
utive director, for hosting this event. It is
not easy to host a President. It turns out
the entourages are quite large these days.
But I want to thank you for making this
an important event. I want to thank all
of you who are here. Once again, I want
to thank those who wear the uniform for
joining us.

Last night I announced my nomination
of a good and highly qualified man to the
Supreme Court, Judge John Roberts. He’s
somebody Americans will be proud to have
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seated on that bench. He has the qualities
that our country expects in a judge, experi-
ence, wisdom, fairness, and civility. He has
profound respect for the rule of law. He
has respect for the liberties guaranteed to
every single citizen. He will strictly apply
the Constitution and laws. He will not leg-
islate from the bench. I urge the Senate
to rise to the occasion, to provide a fair
and civil process, and to have Judge Rob-
erts in place before the next Court session
begins on October the 3d.

I not only have the duty to nominate
good people to the bench, I have the duty
to work with you all to protect this country.
That’s our most solemn duty.

I'm going to talk about securing the
homeland. But I want you to remember,
as we work to secure the homeland, we
have to be right 100 percent of the time,
and the enemy only has to be right one
time. And so therefore, the best way to
protect the homeland is to go on the of-
fense, is to find these people in foreign
lands and bring them to justice before they
come here to hurt us.

And that’s exactly what we're doing.
We're pursuing a two-pronged strategy.
We're sharing intelligence with our allies.
We're working with people around the
world. We're on the hunt, and we will stay
on the hunt. If your most important duty
is to protect the homeland, it’s important
not to lose our nerve, our will, and our
focus. And the United States will not do
so. We'll continue to lead, to bring people
to justice all around the world.

We're facing coldblooded killers who
have an ideology that is the opposite of
ours. These people believe that there
should be no dissent, no freedom, no rights
for women, that there only ought to be
one religion—which is a misinterpretation
of the great religion of Islam. That's what
they believe. And they have designs; they
have goals. And what are those goals? Well,
they want to topple nations. They want to
drive the United States and freedom-loving
countries out of parts of the world so their
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ideology can take hold. That's what they
want, and they want to shake our will and
weaken our determination.

See, the only real weapon they have is
the capacity to kill innocent people and
to shake our conscience, to get us to with-
draw. That’s what they want. And there’s
a reason why they want us to withdraw
from the world, because they want to im-
pose their vision, their dark vision on peo-

le.

The only way to defeat an ideology of
hatred is with an ideology of hope. And
so our strategy is not only, stay on the
offense and to bring these people to justice;
our strategy is to spread the ideology of
hope found in democracy and freedom.
History has proven that democracies are
peaceful countries. History has proven that
democracy and freedom have the capability
of converting enemies into allies. The best
way to secure the future for our children
and grandchildren is to spread democracy
and hope and freedom to parts of the world
that simmer in resentment and anger and
hatred.

And that's precisely what the United
States of America is doing and will continue
to do. These terrorists will not shake our
will. They will not cause us to retreat. I
believe strongly we have a duty not only
to defend our homeland today; we have
a duty to lay the foundation of peace for
generations to come, which is precisely
what we’re doing.

As we work to defend the country over-
seas—first of all, for those of you who have
got relatives in the service, for those of
you who wear the uniform, I want to thank
you for what youre doing. And tell your
loved one—and if youre in contact with
a loved one in Iraq or in Afghanistan, you
can tell them this: The citizens of this great
country, the citizens of the United States
of America stand squarely with those who
wear the uniform of the United States mili-
tary.
I found an interesting contrast that when
I was in Scotland a while ago, that we

were there to talk about how to end pov-
erty and disease, how to help women, how
to educate young girls on the continent of
Africa. That's what we were there to dis-
cuss. We were there to discuss how nations
that have been blessed with riches can do
our part to save lives. I don’t know if you
know this or not, but the United States
of America is, by far, the most generous
nation in the world when it comes to feed-
ing the hungry or providing help for those
who are suffering from HIV/AIDS. I be-
lieve that to whom much is given, much
is required.

And in the midst of those discussions,
terrorists murdered in cold blood people
from all walks of life, innocent people. It's
an interesting contrast, isn’t it? It should
be a vivid reminder about the world in
which we live. We will not let down our
guard. And therefore, at home, we’re doing
everything we can to protect the American
people.

There are a lot of people who are work-
ing hard, and youre some of them. And
I want to thank you for what you're doing.
Oftentimes, you don't get recognized
enough by the citizens. We take your work
for granted often. But I know how hard
youre working, and I want to thank you
for that. And the Federal Government has
a responsibility to help you in your work.

We're taking four key steps to protect
the homeland. The first thing is to make
sure that we spend resources necessary to
protect the Nation—spend the money, and
spend it wisely, by the way; make sure that
we spend it on areas that need the help.
And were spending unprecedented re-
sources to protect our Nation. We have
more than tripled funding for homeland se-
curity since September the 11th. I want
to thank the Members of Congress for
working on that. Dutch, thanks.

We're developing innovative programs to
defend this country against a biological,
chemical, or nuclear attack. In other words,
one of the biggest dangers we face is if
a biological, chemical, or nuclear device
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gets in the hands of terrorists. Listen, they
will use them. By the way, you can’t nego-
tiate with these people or reason with
them. That’s what you've got to understand.
These are not the kind of people you sit
down and send a counselor over and hope
to convince them to change their ways.
These are coldblooded ideologues who will
kill, and therefore, we've got to plan for
the worst.

We provided—since that fateful attack on
our country, we provided more than 14 bil-
lion to train, equip State and local first-
responders. That makes sense, doesn’t it?
Those who are going to be responsible for
responding to an attack are at the local
level, the Federal Government ought to
help, as part of the homeland security strat-
egy, help train people. And we’re spending
money to do so. We've increased Federal
homeland security funding by more than
tenfold for firefighters and police officers
and other responders. I mean, if we're ask-
ing you to be on the frontline, we ought
to help you. And that’s what we've done
at the Federal level.

Secondly, we're strengthening the de-
fenses at our most important and vulner-
able locations. In other words, part of the
strategy is to try to figure out where the
enemy may attack. You assess your weak-
nesses, and you build on those—and you
strengthen your weaknesses. Remember,
this is a war. This isn’t a—maybe a law
enforcement adventure. We're at war with
these people. And therefore, during a time
of war, you've got to do everything you
can to strengthen your defenses. And so
we’ll continue to enhance protection at our
borders and coastlines and airports and
bridges and nuclear powerplants and water
treatment facilities and other critical sites,
including transportation infrastructure.

Since September the 11th, we've pro-
vided more than $350 million to help State
and local authorities improve security on
mass transit. I'm sure you can figure out
why I'm trying to explain what we've done
about mass transit. That’s what the enemy
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hit the other day on one of our strong
allies. They used their mass transit system
to try to shake our will.

The city of Baltimore and other cities
around the country have received $2.4 bil-
lion in urban security grants, which they
have the choice to use for mass transit se-
curity. I think that makes sense to say to
a mayor, “If you've got a problem with
your mass transit, here’s a grant, and if
you feel that’s the best use of the money,
use it there.”

My budget for the next year proposes
a 64-percent increase in infrastructure pro-
tection grants—in other words, grants that
will go specifically for infrastructure, to
safeguard subway, light rail, city buses, and
other critical systems. And were going to
continue to work closely with State and
local leaders to make other vital improve-
ments in mass transit security.

First of all, we're constantly monitoring
intelligence reports. And part of our job
is to collect intelligence, look at it, analyze
it, and if it’s a problem that relates to a
security system at a local level, well let
you know as quickly as possible.

We take extra precautions at times of
heightened risks. That's what Mike Chertoff
recommended to me after the London
bombings. In other words, he took a look
at the situation and said, “Let’s enhance
our security at infrastructure points,” and
he raised the threat level. We're widening
the use of explosive detection teams and
nearly doubling the number of rail security
inspectors. We're targeting assets and re-
sources to our infrastructure. We're accel-
erating the development and deployment
of new technologies to rapidly detect bio-
logical, radiological, and chemical attacks.
That's what Mike announced last week.
We're going to continue to make sure that
we assess our weaknesses and strengthen
our transportation systems.

Our seaports are another critical element
of our national infrastructure. We've done
a lot of work at our seaports, and I want
to thank those of you here who have
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helped. In the Port of Baltimore, ships
from around the world arrive with products
ranging from lumber to fuel to electronics
and automobiles, and you've got a lot of
it coming in, which is good news. Com-
merce at this port generates more than a
billion dollars of revenue and sustains thou-
sands of Maryland jobs. This port is impor-
tant for your economy, in other words.

This is a gateway for foreign markets,
which provides an opportunity and an im-
portant challenge for us. And we recog-
nized that early. We've made dramatic ad-
vancements in port security since Sep-
tember the 11th. We've established strict
new safety rules for both domestic and
international shipping, and we have taken
new steps to identify and inspect high-risk
cargo. And that’s important for our citizens
to understand.

We launched what we call the Container
Security Initiative to screen American-
bound containers at more than 35 foreign
ports so we can identify dangerous cargo
before it reaches our shore. Doesn’t that
make sense? It seems like it does to me.
In other words, we're stationing Customs
folks overseas, and we’re working with
places that ship goods to us, to inspect
cargo there so we don’t burden our ports.
Since September the 11th, we've provided
more than $700 million in Federal grants
to close off the vulnerabilities at individual
ports, including 15 million for this port
right here.

The success of all these efforts depends
on the vigilance of the men and women
protecting the ports. And you're taking crit-
ical steps here in Baltimore. And I want
the citizens of this city to understand what
youre doing. You've upgraded cargo in-
spection technology from clipboards to key-
boards. I just saw some of your new cargo
inspection technology. It’s sophisticated. It
enables a person to do a lot of inspections
relatively easy. Youre employing advanced
screening devices, such as new radiation
detectors and x-ray equipment that can
penetrate steel containers. That’s what I

saw. I mean, you can look inside the truck;
you don’t even have to get in it. That’s
called technology, and it's working. It
makes a big difference. Youre patrolling
the waters around the port.

I want to thank all of you who are work-
ing hard here. I want to thank members
of the Coast Guard and Border Patrol and
the Baltimore Port Authority.

At a major international port like this,
there’s a lot to do to safeguard the people.
And so we're committed to help you build
on the progress. The budget for next year
proposes 2.3 billion in port security fund-
ing, 10 times higher than the funding since
September the 11th. The budget increases
the Coast Guard budget by more than 11
percent, including new funding for patrol
boats. The budget boosts support for cut-
ting-edge cargo screening technologies. I
mean, we're really good at technology, and
we might as well be using that technology
to protect the American people.

What I'm telling you is, is that we’re
focused here in—and I want to thank again,
thank Congress for staying focused with us.
When youre at war, you can't lose sight
of the fact that youre at war. And if your
most important priority is to protect the
people, you've got to work together to do
S0.

Thirdly, to protect this homeland we're
making our security operations more uni-
fied and more effective. More than 180,000
men and women from 22 different agencies
are working together at the Department of
Homeland Security. That's a lot of folks
with a lot of agencies. So Chertoff’s job
is to make sure everybody heads in the
same direction. And we’re making good
progress, changing cultures, streamlining
cultures, and getting people to work under
a unified Department.

The FBI is changing its mission. Its pri-
mary mission is to prevent a terrorist attack.
Of course, we want the FBI agents to find
people and to bring them to justice when
they break the law. We want them to be
a part of the preventative aspect of this
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war on terror too. We've reformed the in-
telligence community to stay a step ahead
of our enemies. We created a new Director
of National Intelligence to help integrate
our intelligence. We want our intelligence
folks sharing information and talking better.

I went to the National Counterterrorism
Center the other day. It's an impressive
place. It’s a place where people from dif-
ferent agencies in our Government sit side
by side to share information. This is a new
kind of war. We're dealing with people who
hide in the shadows of our cities. They
kind of lay low, and then they show up
with deadly devices. And therefore, the best
way to stop them is to share intelligence.
And so were constantly working to make
sure our intelligence is as good as possible.

And to strengthen the security, we've got
to strengthen our partnership with State
and local officials. It doesn’t do any good
if we can figure something out and we
don’t share it with people at the local level.
In this State, the Maryland Coordination
and Analysis Center, known as MCAC,
brings together more than 20 Federal,
State, and local agencies. Youre doing a
good thing in the State and for the local
level to coordinate information. I want to
tell you a story about MCAC’s success.

Last summer, Baltimore County Police
officers spotted a suspicious person
videotaping the Chesapeake Bay Bridge.
First of all, you have somebody who is alert
on the ground. It was odd looking; some-
body is videotaping the bridge. Maybe that
happens a lot; maybe it doesn’t. Anyway,
this person was wise. He saw something
suspicious. So they alerted the Maryland
Transportation Authority Police, which then
notified MCAC. When the personnel team
there learned that the man was part of
a Federal terrorism investigation in Illinois,
they secured a warrant and arrested the
guy within hours.

Think about what you just heard. You
got a local man sees somebody doing some-
thing suspicious; he immediately makes a
call; it goes to MCAC. Because we have

1254

, 2005

information-sharing from State to State and
from Federal Government to State, infor-
mation popped up that this person was
more than suspicious; he was wanted.

Today I got to see Gary McLhinney. I
appreciate you being here, Gary. He is the
chief of the Maryland Transportation Au-
thority Police. I don’t know who gets the
credit in your organization, but whoever did
acted wisely. Let me tell you what he said.
He said, “Our officers would not have been
successful in detaining and subsequently ar-
resting the individual without the MCAC.
This is how it’s supposed to work.” You're
right: This is how it’s supposed to work.
Congratulations on setting up a smooth sys-
tem here in the State of Maryland to better
protect the people. Youre serving as a
model.

And see, that's what's taking place all
around the homeland. People have got to
understand, we’re changing the old ways
so people can better talk. We're all in this
deal together. We all have a responsibility
to protect our local citizens. And therefore,
it makes sense to have a seamless capacity
to talk to each other in a real-time basis,
and it’s working—it’s working.

Fourth, to protect the homeland, we've
got to give our law enforcement better tools
to track and stop terrorists before they
strike. And one of the most important tools
is the USA PATRIOT Act. The PATRIOT
Act closed dangerous gaps in America’s law
enforcement and intelligence capabilities,
gaps that terrorists exploited when they at-
tacked us on September the 11th.

Both Houses of Congress passed the PA-
TRIOT Act by overwhelming bipartisan
majorities, and I was proud to sign this
law. And it’s working. The PATRIOT Act
authorized better sharing of information be-
tween law enforcement and intelligence.
Before the PATRIOT Act, criminal inves-
tigators were separated from intelligence
officers by a legal and bureaucratic wall.
Imagine that. You get somebody inves-
tigating a problem and somebody collecting
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intelligence, and they couldn’t share infor-
mation. And so the PATRIOT Act broke
down that wall. How in the heck can peo-
ple expect us to protect our country when
you can’t share intelligence with people
who are investigating? The PATRIOT Act
helped tear down the wall so that people
can share information better and work as
a team and break up terror networks.

Listen, finding our enemies in the war
on terror is tough enough. Law enforce-
ment should not be denied vital informa-
tion their own colleagues already have. And
so, for the sake of our security, the United
States Congress must not rebuild the wall
that prevents law enforcement from doing
its job.

The PATRIOT Act allowed investigators
to pursue terrorists with the same tools
they use against other criminals. Think
about that statement. We had people that
could use certain tools against drug dealers,
but couldn’t against terrorists. Before the
PATRIOT Act, it was easier to track the
phone contacts of a drug dealer than the
phone contacts of a terrorist. Before the
PATRIOT Act, it was easier to get the
credit card receipts of a tax cheat than that
of an Al Qaida bank-roller. Before the PA-
TRIOT Act, agents could use wiretaps to
investigate a person committing mail fraud
but not specifically to investigate a foreign
terrorist carrying deadly weapons. Before
the PATRIOT Act, investigators could fol-
low the calls of mobsters who switched cell
phones but not terrorists who switched cell
phones. That didn’t make any sense. The
PATRIOT Act ended all these double
standards.

The theory is straightforward, and it
makes sense to me, Dutch, and I know
it does to a lot of your colleagues. If we
have good tools to fight street crime and
fraud, then our law enforcement ought to
have the same tools to fight terrorism. The
PATRIOT Act also has updated the law
to meet high-tech threats like computer es-
pionage and cyber-terrorism. For example,
before the PATRIOT Act, Internet pro-

viders who notified Federal authorities
about threatening e-mails ran the risk of
getting sued. Needless to say, that stopped
some people from sharing threatening e-
mails. Nobody likes to get sued. It happens
too often in our society, by the way. The
PATRIOT Act modernized the law to pro-
tect Internet companies who voluntarily
disclose information to save American lives.

Terrorists are using every advantage of
the 21st century technology, and we've got
to make sure our law enforcement has got
the tools to fight off that advantage. The
PATRIOT Act helps us defeat our enemies
while safeguarding civil liberties for all
Americans. The judicial branch has a strong
oversight role in the application of the PA-
TRIOT Act. Law enforcement officers need
a Federal judge’s permission to wiretap a
foreign terrorist’s phone or to track his calls
or to search his property. Officers must
meet strict standards to use any of the tools
we're talking about, and they are fully con-
sistent with the Constitution of the United
States.

Congress also oversees the use of the
PATRIOT Act. Our Attorney General, Al
Gonzales, delivers regular reports on the
PATRIOT Act to the House and the Sen-
ate. The Department of Justice has an-
swered hundreds of questions from Mem-
bers of the Congress. In other words, there
is a strong oversight role.

I want you to hear what Senator Dianne
Feinstein of California said the other day.
She said, “We have scrubbed the area and
have no reported abuses.” She was speaking
about the PATRIOT Act. I want you to
remember that the next time you hear
someone make an unfair criticism of this
important, good law. The PATRIOT Act
hasn’t diminished American liberties. It has
helped to defend American liberties.

Over the past 3% years, our law enforce-
ment and intelligence personnel have put
the PATRIOT Act to effective use. In other
words, it'’s working, because we've got good
people using the tools within the PATRIOT
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Act. They've used the law to break up ter-
rorist cells in New York and Oregon and
Virginia and Florida. We prosecuted ter-
rorist operatives and supporters from Cali-
fornia to Texas and New Jersey to Illinois,
North Carolina, and Ohio. In other words,
we're making progress. It's one thing to
have the tools. It's another thing to use
them effectively within the guidelines of
the United States Constitution.

The PATRIOT Act has accomplished ex-
actly what it was designed to do. The prob-
lem is, at the end of this year, 16 critical
provisions of the PATRIOT Act are sched-
uled to expire. All 16 provisions are prac-
tical, effective, and constitutional, and they
are vital to defending our freedom.

This week, the House of Representatives
will vote on legislation to renew the PA-
TRIOT Act. As we saw in London, the
terrorists are still active, and they are still
plotting to take innocent life. So my mes-
sage to the Congress is clear: This is no
time to let our guard down and no time
to roll back good laws. The PATRIOT Act
is expected to expire, but the terrorist
threats will not expire. I expect, and the
American people expect, the United States
Congress and the United States Senate to
renew the PATRIOT Act without weak-
ening our ability to fight terror, and they
need to get that bill to my desk soon.

I appreciate you letting me come by to
talk to you about the war on terror. This
is going to be a long war, but freedom

is going to prevail. This Nation of ours has
always handled duties brought to us—his-
tory has always brought us challenges and
problems. We've always handled them.
We’'ll handle this one too.

See, the enemy doesn’t understand the
nature of the American people. We're not
going to be blackmailed. We're not going
to be threatened. We'll stay strong. When
history has called us to action in the past,
we've responded. And history is calling us
now. It’s the great struggle of the 21st cen-
tury, and we're going to stay in the fight
until it’s won. We're going to make this
country safer. And as importantly, for the
moms and dads out there and grandfolks,
we're laying the foundation of peace for
your children and grandchildren.

It is such an honor to be involved with
good men and women like you all who
are—we're all joined together in this sol-
emn duty to protect this great country.

I want to thank you for your hard work.
I want to thank you for your dedication.
May God bless you and your families, and
may God continue to bless our country.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 10:02 a.m. at
the Port of Baltimore. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Rafael Palmeiro, infielder, Balti-
more Orioles; Gov. Robert L. Ehrlich, Jr.,
of Maryland and his wife, Kendel; Mayor
Martin O’Malley of Baltimore, MD; and F.
Brooks Royster III, executive director, Mary-
land Port Administration.

Remarks on the Dominican Republic-Central America-United States Free

Trade Agreement
July 21, 2005

Thank you all. Sientese. Thank you very
much for the warm welcome. Thank you
to the Hispanic Alliance for Free Trade
for inviting me here today. And thanks to
the Organization for American States for
providing this fantastic forum.
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What a beautiful building. What makes
it even more beautiful is that the Organiza-
tion of American States promotes democ-
racy and freedom. There’s nothing more
beautiful than freedom. And I appreciate
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your commitment to democracy and free-
dom. And I appreciate the chance to come
to talk about a treaty, CAFTA, that will
not only provide more prosperity in our
hemisphere; it's not only a good deal for
American workers and businessowners and
farmers, this treaty will help spread democ-
racy and peace.

Thanks for letting me come by. Raul,
thank you. Muchas gracias. It's good to see
you again. Raul is such a strong leader in
the Latino community in my State of Texas
that he had the high honor of having a
school named for him. I can’t thank you
enough for being the leader you have been.
And thank you and Alonzo for inviting me
here today and for helping us get the bill
passed.

For those of you who are members of
the Hispanic Alliance for Free Trade, I
want to remind you, it’s one thing to come
and listen to a President speak; it’s another
thing to work the Halls of Congress, so
people speak by their votes, people that
listen to you in a concrete way. So thanks
for coming. Thanks for being a part of pass-
ing CAFTA.

I want to thank the Secretary General,
General Insulza. Thank you, sir, for you.
I want to thank the Vice President, Samuel
Lewis, of the Republic of Panama. I appre-
ciate the members of the diplomatic corps
who are here. I particularly want to thank
the diplomats from Central America and
the Dominican Republic. I urge you to
work the bill. T urge you to let people
know the consequence of passage and the
consequences of failure. It’s important for
people to understand the stakes.

I want to thank the permanent represent-
atives to the Organization of American
States. I want to thank my friend Ambas-
sador Juan Maisto—Embajador. Thank you,
Juan, for being here.

I appreciate the members of my Cabinet
who are working hard on this piece of legis-
lation. We got the Secretary of Agriculture,
Mike Johanns, who is with us. Secretary
Carlos Gutierrez is with us here. Ambas-

sador Rob Portman, who is the point per-
son from my administration on this impor-
tant piece of legislation. They're working
hard; I'm working hard.

I want to thank the people from the
United States Congress who've joined us.
Ileana Ros-Lehtinen from Florida, I'm glad
youre here. Thanks for coming. Randy
Neugebauer from west Texas; thank you
for coming, Randy. Henry Cuellar, de south
Texas, del sur de Tejas; and finally, Charlie
Dent, thanks for coming. I'm proud you
all are here. Thanks for lending your sup-
port to this important occasion. I've made
my decision to support this bill because
I think it’s in the best interest of the coun-
try.

As a matter of fact, I make a lot of
decisions as your President. I made one
the other night, when I announced my
nomination of Judge John Roberts to the
Supreme Court. I appreciate so very much
the reception he’s receiving in the United
States Senate. I want to thank the Senators
from both political parties who are giving
Judge Roberts a chance to talk about his
heart, to talk about his philosophy.

He is a person that will make all Ameri-
cans proud to be a member of the Supreme
Court. He is a—he’s got the experience,
wisdom, fairness, and civility to be a really
good judge. He has a profound respect for
the rule of law. He respects the liberties
guaranteed in our Constitution to all Amer-
icans, from—people from all walks of life.
He'll strictly apply the Constitution. He’s
not going to legislate from the bench.

The United States Senate can show our
country that it’s able to have a civil debate
on this very important nomination, not only
a civil debate but a timely debate. It's im-
portant for Judge Roberts to be confirmed
by the time the Court reconvenes in Octo-
ber. I thank the Senate for their action
today. I urge the Senate to do its duty
to have a fair, timely hearing and get this
good man confirmed in time for the Octo-
ber reconvening of the Court.
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We'll be talking about our economy and
liberty in our neighborhood here in a
minute, but I want to remind you all, want
to remind leaders from our country and
of course the leaders from other countries
that are here, that were living in historic
times. And one of the reasons I say that
is we're still at war, see. And it’s important
for all of us who love freedom to under-
stand that this is a war being fought against
ideologues that use terror to advance an
agenda. This is a war against killers, cold-
blooded killers who embrace an ideology
of hatred. Their vision of the world is the
opposite of our vision of the world. We
believe in human rights, human dignity, mi-
nority rights, and religious rights. We be-
lieve in universal freedoms.

They have a different view of the world.
They don’t believe in women’s rights. They
have usurped a great religion and defined
it in their terms. And if you happen to
live in a society in which they're dominant,
like the Taliban was in Afghanistan, and
if you don’t adhere to their view of religion,
youre punished. They have territorial de-
signs. They have the desire to use their
terrorist techniques to frighten us. In other
words, they understand when they kill in
cold blood, it ends up on our TV screens.
And theyre trying to shake our will. And
they're trying to create vacuums into which
their ideology can move.

They don’t understand our country,
though. They don’t understand that when
it comes to the defense of universal free-
doms, this country won't be frightened. We
will defend ourselves by staying on the of-
fense against these killers. We will find
them overseas so we don’t have to face
them here at home. And at the same time,
we understand that to defeat an ideology
of hate, you work to spread an ideology
of hope. And there’s nothing more hopeful
than a system which recognizes the rights
of people, in which government is account-
able to the people. And that system is de-
mocracy, based upon universal freedom.
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We are laying the foundation for peace
for generations to come. As we fight the
terrorists and defend this homeland, we’re
also working to make sure this economy
is strong and vibrant, and we’'ve got reason
for optimism. The tax relief we delivered
is working. This economy of ours has over-
come a lot, and now it’s the fastest-growing
economy of any major industrialized nation
in the world. Inflation is low. We're well
ahead of reaching our goal to cut our def-
icit in half by 2009. We’ve had 25 consecu-
tive months of job gains. The unemploy-
ment rate is down to 5 percent. More peo-
ple are working today in America than ever
before in our Nation’s history.

And one of the reasons why is because
this administration recognizes that the way
you grow an economy is you stimulate the
entrepreneurial sector. Government doesn’t
create wealth. Government creates an envi-
ronment in which the entrepreneur is will-
ing to take risk. And I'm pleased to report
the entrepreneurial spirit in our Latino
communities across the country is strong,
vibrant, and doing well.

We believe in encouraging ownership.
The more people own something, the bet-
ter off this country will be. We want more
people owning their own business. Because
of the vibrancy of our economy, the His-
panic unemployment rate has dropped to
5.8 percent, down from 8.4 percent 2 years
ago. More people are working. More His-
panics own their home than ever before
in our Nation’s history, and that's great
news for the American society. SBA loans
to Hispanic-owned businesses are up by—
doubled since I took office. In other words,
there is a role for Government to help.
But the Hispanic community is an entre-
preneurial community to begin with, and
it’s responding, and it’s really good news
for the country.

Therefore, it doesn’t surprise me to learn
that many Hispanic entrepreneurs and
businessowners and leaders understand the
importance of expanding trade within our
hemisphere. And that is why you have
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come to lend your support to the Central
American-Dominican Republic Free Trade
Agreement, and I'm grateful. By elimi-
nating barriers to exports from our country,
CAFTA will help keep the U.S. economy
growing. In other words, this is a jobs pro-
gram. This will help jobs.

By opening up Central America and the
Dominican Republic to U.S. trade and in-
vestment, CAFTA will help those countries
develop a better life for their citizens. That
seems to make sense to me. I mean, if
you're living in a neighborhood, you want
your neighbors doing well. If you're a good
neighbor, you say, “Gosh, I hope everybody
in the neighborhood is succeeding.” And
by helping those economies improve,
CAFTA will help the nations strengthen
their democracies. And that’s in our na-
tional security interest. That's makes us all
more secure.

So this bill is more than a trade bill.
This bill is a commitment of freedom-loving
nations to advance peace and prosperity
throughout the Western Hemisphere. And
that’s important for Members of Congress
to understand.

CAFTA begins by ensuring that free
trade is fair trade. I mean—you know, I
traveled the country quite extensively in the
recent past and said, “I'm a free trader.”
But I reminded people in our country, I'm
also for fair trade. It's one thing to advocate
free trade. I believe the Government has
a role to make sure that trade is fair for
all of us. In other words, we want people
treating us the way we treat them.

It turns out that exports from Central
America into the United States face almost
no tariffs. Now, I don’t see how a Member
of Congress can go back to his or her dis-
trict and say this is a good deal for Amer-
ica, when our exports to Central America
face hefty tariffs. In other words, if you're
for free trade you ought to be insisting
that the trade be fair. And the only thing
that makes the trade fair to me, seems like,
is to say to our friends in Central America,
“Just treat us the way we treat you.”

And that's what CAFTA does. It elimi-
nates tariffs on our goods and services
going into Central America. In other words,
they treat us the way we treat them. It
levels the playing field, which makes this
a good deal for America’s farmers and
small-business owners and manufacturers.

Last year, United States businesses ex-
ported more than $15 billion of goods to
Central America. Now, when I say “export
goods,” people have got to understand that
means somebody is more likely to have a
job. It means somebody is producing some-
thing that somebody wants in Central
America, which is part of the employment
picture in our country. Our business leaders
say that CAFTA would significantly in-
crease exports to the region. That's why
I say this is a job program. As exports go
up, somebody is either more likely to find
a job or somebody is more likely to retain
a job.

Take this example—California’s Haas Au-
tomation Company. It is the largest ma-
chine tool manufacturer in the United
States. They strongly support this piece of
legislation. It says that with CAFTA, it ex-
pects to increase sales to Central America
tenfold. In other words, they see business
opportunity, which means job opportunity
for somebody who’s helping Haas Automa-
tion manufacture equipment that somebody
in Central America wants to purchase.

Again, another company example here.
It's called Bush Hog. I don’t know why
they would have put this example in this
speech. [Laughter] I hope it wasn’t named
after me. [Laughter] But it is an Alabama
company that makes farm equipment like
backhoes and tillers and rotary cutters. And
the folks at Bush Hog say that farmers in
Central America would find their high-
quality, made-in-the-United States machin-
ery attractive if the tariffs on that equip-
ment would be eliminated. So when you
hear me say “tariff,” that really means it’s
pricing our equipment out of the reach of
the market. That's what a tariff does. It’s
like a tax.
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So the good folks at Bush Hog manufac-
ture something somebody wants to buy, but
it’s too pricey, not because of the cost of
the product they produce but because of
Government action. And so the purpose of
NAFTA [CAFTA]* is to remove the trade
barriers. Now, we've had people look at
this piece of legislation, and the National
Association of Manufacturers, people that
represent people who manufacture some-
thing here in America, say that CAFTA
would increase our manufacture exports to
the region by a billion dollars, a 7-percent
increase. That’s good news for the manu-
facturing sector of the American economy.

The American Farm Bureau—they rep-
resent farmers, needless to say—estimate
that by the time CAFTA is fully imple-
mented, it would increase U.S. farm exports
by as much as $1.5 billion. Let me talk
about farming real quick. We produce more
than we consume in the United States. And
therefore, it makes sense for Government
policy and for our Secretary of Agriculture
to work to find markets for that which we
produce. And if the products we produce
are taxed via tariff, it makes those products
more expensive than need be. And there-
fore, by reducing tariffs on agricultural ex-
ports from the United States, it opened
up markets for our ranchers and farmers.

The U.S. International Trade Commis-
sion says that by passing CAFTA, we will
reduce trade deficit by more than $750 mil-
lion. So, in other words, this bill is good
for the overall financial picture of the
United States. That’s why the United States
House of Representatives, next week, ought
to understand the economic wisdom of this
bill and open up the market of 44 million
consumers to U.S. businesses, U.S. farms,
and U.S. manufacturers.

CAFTA includes strong enforcement
provisions that go further than previous
trade agreements. To protect our textile
workers from unfair competition, CAFTA
gives our Customs agents the ability to con-

*White House correction.
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duct surprise visits on Central American
factories. It’s one way you make sure trade
is fair, you're being treated fairly.

To promote a cleaner environment,
CAFTA includes provisions that will mon-
itor and enforce environmental progress. To
ensure that Central American factories
abide by acceptable labor standards,
CAFTA insists on stiff fines for violations.
And the United States Government has
committed about $180 million over 5 years
to ensure that labor laws are enforced.
CAFTA is a trade agreement that will be
enforced, and we've got the money in the
budget to do so.

CAFTA will help the nations of Central
America deliver prosperity and opportunity
for their citizens. Let me repeat that.
CAFTA is not only good for us; it’s good
for their partners. That’s a fair deal. That’s
what you want. You want an agreement
to be balanced and fair. We want the
agreement to be good for us, but we also
want the agreement to be good for our
friends. It's a lousy deal if it's a zero-sum
deal. This is a good deal for CAFTA na-
tions.

CAFTA will help nations attract invest-
ment they need for their economies to
grow. In other words, with a stable trading
agreement with the United States, it will
make it much easier for investment to flow
to our CAFTA friends. And investment
means growth and opportunity. That’s what
that means.

By reducing tariffs on our products,
CAFTA will allow consumers in their coun-
tries to enjoy goods and services at better
prices. If a country doesn’t produce a lot
of a particular product and they need it
and it’s got a tariff on it, it means the
consumers pay an additional price. By re-
ducing tariffs, it means that consumers in
the CAFTA nations will be able to more
likely purchase that which they want at a
better price. It seems like to make sense
to me that if you lower the cost of food
products coming from the United States
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to CAFTA, that’s beneficial for a mom try-
ing to buy food for her child. This is con-
sumer-friendly in the CAFTA countries.

By lowering tariffs, CAFTA will give
Central American businesses less costly ac-
cess to high-quality machinery. In other
words, it's going to be beneficial for the
small-business owner or the large-business
owner, the person who employs people in
the CAFTA country to be able to buy ma-
chinery necessary to stay competitive.

By bringing economic growth—in other
words, these are all elements of creating
growth, increasing consumer demand by
lowering prices, increasing investment,
make it more likely people will be able
to purchase the equipment they need to
stay competitive. All this leads to more
growth, which will help contribute to a vi-
brant middle class. And that’s what we want
in our neighborhood. We want there to be
prosperity. We want people to have a bet-
ter chance at a better life. It’s in our Na-
tion’s advantage that prosperity grow
throughout the neighborhood.

Elected leaders of Central America know
that by opening up their nations’ markets
to competition, theyre helping to raise
standards for their own businesses and
farmers. In other words, if you protect in-
dustries, it tends to become noncompeti-
tive. It’'s very important for our societies
to remain productive, and productivity in-
creases happen because of competition.

By giving their garmentmakers an incen-
tive to use U.S. fabrics and materials, our
partners are creating really a regional part-
nership that will help both of us, both the
CAFTA nations and the Dominican Repub-
lic and the United States, compete with
Asian producers that are using Asian mate-
rials. And that’s important for Members of
Congress to understand, that if we want
to—this agreement will help us remain
competitive with Asian producers on certain
products.

People of Central America have made
their choice. They know their economic fu-
ture lies in free and fair trade with the

United States. They've said, “We want to
join with the United States.” And that’s
important. When this bill is passed, this
country will be sending a strong message:
We want to join with you as well. You
want to join with us in free and fair trade;
we want to join with you. And it’s that
alliance of interest that will make this
neighborhood better. And it’s important for
Members of Congress to understand that.

We cannot and should not reject these
young democracies. We must support de-
mocracy in our neighborhood. And CAFTA
will strengthen democracies. CAFTA na-
tions a while ago were struggling with dic-
tatorship and tyranny and civil strife. It
wasn’t all that long ago that a lot of our
foreign policy was occupied by actions that
had been taken by governments in Central
America. Today, I'm more than proud to
welcome democracies to the Oval Office.
These are peaceful countries. These are
freedom-loving countries.

The leaders of these nations have made
impressive gains toward establishing—firm-
ly establishing democracy. But these gains
cannot be taken for granted. And that’s im-
portant for Members of the United States
House of Representatives to understand
clearly. Democracy cannot be taken for
granted. We must provide the foundation
for democracy through smart policy.
CAFTA’s smart policy. It'’s good trade pol-
icy. It makes it more likely somebody is
going to be able to work in America when
we pass CAFTA, but it also helps the
neighborhood.

You see, there’s no democracy—those
new democracies in Central America still
face forces that oppose democratic govern-
ment. Make no mistake about it: There are
people in our own neighborhood that op-
pose democracy; they’re trying to separate
our friends from the United States by sew-
ing resentment and anger. People of this
region need to see that democracy pro-
duces more than just free elections, that
democracy produces measurable progress in
their lives. As the oldest democracy in this
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hemisphere, we have a moral obligation
and a vital interest in helping the Central
American economies and societies succeed.
And therefore, CAFTA needs to be passed.
By strengthening democracy in the re-
gion, CAFTA will lead to greater security
and stability. I appreciate so very much the
hard work of the Central American leader-
ship. I've had a chance to visit with these
good folks. As a matter of fact, they’ve been
coming to America quite often, and T've
been going there sometimes. And that’s im-
portant. That's what friends do. They
strategize. They talk. The American people
have got to understand, we've got friends
in the leadership in Central America. And
they're working hard to punish corruption
and keep the streets safe. They're working
hard to make sure they have a society that
respects human rights and the rule of law.
We're working together to nail the drug
traffickers and terrorists and criminal gangs
who feed on lawlessness and instability.
CAFTA will strengthen those who are
taking on the forces of radicalism and vio-
lence in this hemisphere, and it will make
our country more secure. As former Gov-
ernor of a State that shares a long border
with Mexico, I know first hand the impor-
tance of improving ties with our neighbors.
It’s really important that we've got strong
ties in a neighborhood in which you live.
I understand the importance of removing
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trade barriers that make it difficult for our
businesses and farmers to compete.

This bill that the House of Representa-
tives will be voting on next week is pro-
jobs, pro-growth, and pro-democracy. It is
important that we pass this piece of legisla-
tion. And I want to thank you all for giving
me a chance to come and talk about its
importance. And I encourage you to keep
doing what you're doing, is talking to Mem-
bers of the United States Congress and re-
mind them, set aside partisan politics for
the good of the United States of America.
It’s in our economic interests, it’s in our
national security interests that the House
of Representatives join the United States
Senate and pass that CAFTA bill, which
I'll proudly sign on behalf of America’s
workers and small businesses and those of
us who love and cherish democracy.

May God bless you.

NoTE: The President spoke at 10:12 a.m. at
the Organization of American States. In his
remarks, he referred to Raul Yzaguirre,
former president and chief executive officer,
National Council of LaRaza; Anne Alonzo,
co-founder, Hispanic Alliance for Free
Trade; and Secretary General Jose Miguel
Insulza of the Organization of American
States. The Office of the Press Secretary also
released a Spanish language transcript of
these remarks.

Statement on House of Representatives Passage of PATRIOT Act

Reauthorization Legislation
July 21, 2005

I commend the House for voting to reau-
thorize provisions of the PATRIOT Act that
are set to expire this year. The PATRIOT
Act has enhanced information sharing be-
tween law enforcement and intelligence
personnel, updated the law to adapt to
changes in technology, and provided critical
tools to investigate terrorists that have been
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used for years in cases against organized
crime and drug dealers. The PATRIOT Act
is a key part of our efforts to combat ter-
rorism and protect the American people,
and the Congress needs to send me a bill
soon that renews the act without weakening
our ability to fight terror.
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Remarks in a Visit With Senior Citizens in Atlanta, Georgia

July 22, 2005

The President. How are you? Say hello
to my mother. How’s everybody? So what
are you doing here, Patty?

Patti Patterson. We're talking about the
extra help application. I'm trying to get
these guys to help me spread the word
to anybody and everybody that they might
know might be eligible for this extra help.

The President. Well, thank you. You
know, sometimes when a person hears that
their Medicare program is going to change,
it creates a little anxiety. And what we need
is people all around the country saying to
a friend, “Just take a look at the new plan.”
I'm telling you, we’re coming with a good
plan for seniors. It's really going to help
a lot of people.

So this is an effort to reach out to people
all around the country—here in Atlanta and
all around the country—to explain to peo-
ple there are some new options in Medi-
care that will make their lives better. It’s
voluntary. If you like what you got, you
can stay with what you got. If you're inter-
ested in the new ideas, we're out making
sure people know those options are avail-
able.

I want to thank you for being interested
in helping. This is going to require a lot
of chatter, a lot of people talking to their
neighbors, and a lot of people helping peo-
ple understand what’s available and the fo-
rums that are available and the programs
that are available. And I want to thank you
all for reaching out.

Ms. Patterson. Thank you.

The President. 1 brought somebody with
me—{laughter]—my favorite senior citizen.
[Laughter]

Former First Lady Barbara Bush. 1 have
to be, I've got an almost 60-year-old son.
[Laughter]

The President. We'd like to say hello to
you. Thanks for doing this. This is a na-
tional effort that you're a part of.

Former First Lady Bush. Weren't you
going to tell people they ought to ask doc-
tors, lawyers, people they trust whether this
is a good deal for them?

The President. Yes, I am.

Former First Lady Bush. Yes, you are.
[Laughter]

The President. You ought to ask your
people that you count on for advice, that
this is a good deal. You know, for a lot
of seniors, the prescription drug benefit is
going to help change their lives in a posi-
tive way. Again, if you're happy with what
you're getting from Medicare or your pri-
vate insurance plan, nothing changes. That’s
what people have got to understand. But
for a lot of folks, this new modernization
of Medicare is going to provide some new
benefits that are going to be incredibly im-
portant.

Former First Lady Bush. It saves them
money.

The President. And save money, yes.
See? That’s why she’s here—to remind me
of what to say—[laughter]—and save their
lives.

One of the things that’s interesting about
Medicare is that there’s a new benefit that
enables people to get preventative
screenings early. If you now join Medicare,
the first thing that happens is the Govern-
ment will give you a screening to determine
whether or not there’s any illnesses or con-
ditions that need to be addressed now.
That's a change in Medicare. That seems
to make sense to me. If you diagnose a
problem early, it’s easier to solve the prob-
lem. And then starting in January of next
year, there’s going to be a new prescription
drug benefit. And seniors, by the way, will
get more choices to choose from. But it’s
all voluntary. In other words, the Govern-
ment is not saying, “You have to do this.”
The Government is saying, “These pro-
grams are available to you.”
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So we've got a lot of good folks explain-
ing what’s available. Mother and I are going
to go over to have a little forum. And one
of the persons in the forum is a pharmacist.
So the corner store pharmacists are now
beginning to understand what the new pro-
gram is, and theyll help other seniors un-
derstand, when it becomes available.

Anyway, thanks for letting us come by
and say hello. It’s good to see you. We're
coming around to shake hands.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:18 a.m. on
the Budd Terrace at the Wesley Woods Cen-
ter. Participating in the visit was Patti Patter-
son, Deputy Regional Communications Di-
rector, Social Security Administration, At-
lanta Region.

Remarks in a Discussion on Senior Security in Atlanta

July 22, 2005

The President. Thank you all. Thank you
all very much. Please be seated. Thank you.
I'm proud—thank you. Thank you all. We
got work to do here. Thanks for the warm
welcome. I know you're really cheering for
Mother.

I'm really thrilled to be back in Atlanta.
We're going to talk about Medicare and
Social Security. Thanks for letting me come
by to discuss these two really important
programs with you. I think youre going
to find it interesting.

I want to thank the Atlanta Chamber
for sponsoring this event. I think it’s a good
use for the Chamber’s time to let us come.
I say “us” because there’s going to be more
than one speaker—youll be happy to
hear—to talk about things that are impor-
tant for our senior citizens. This is an edu-
cational experience for people. And I can’t
thank you enough for sponsoring this. So
to all the Chamber folks, Tom Bell and
Sam Williams and the members of the
Chamber, thanks a lot for letting us come
by.

I want to thank my friend Sonny Perdue.
You know, I saw Sonny at the airport. He
and Mary kindly came by, and I said,
“Sonny, how is your budget?” He said, “We
got a surplus.” I said, “Congratulations.
That’s a sign of leadership.” And I want
to thank you, Sonny, for serving your State.
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I want to thank very much Jim Wagner,
the president at Emory. We have just come
from a Medicare education seminar at—
on the campus of that fantastic university.
It is a special place. Thanks for letting us
come by. T appreciate you very much for
letting us—for coming today as well.

It turns out when you fly from Wash-
ington on Air Force One, people sometimes
like to get a ride. [Laughter] So I was hon-
ored to have coffee today on Air Force
One with some really great members of
the Georgia congressional delegation, start-
ing with the United States Senator, Saxby
Chambliss. And Johnny Isakson is with us
too. I appreciate you, Johnny. And we flew
down with Congressman Jack Kingston,
Congressman John Linder, and Congress-
man Lynn Westmoreland, three Members
of the House.

I want to thank the members of the
statehouse who are here, Eric Johnson, Bill
Stephens, Jerry Keen. I appreciate you all
serving in the senate and the house of rep-
resentatives here in the State of Georgia.

I want to thank my friend Julie
Gerberding. She is the Director of the
Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion. Where are you, Julie? Somewhere.
Thanks for coming. Oh, there you are. It’s
a really important agency, and she’s doing
a really fine job. I'm proud of your service
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to the country, and it’s great to see you
again.

Today Mom and I met Bill and Nina
Hartman. They came out to the airport.
They are volunteers with the Clayton Coun-
ty Retired and Senior Volunteer Program.
The reason I bring them up is they are
like thousands of other people around our
country who have heard the call to volun-
teer. Theyve heard the call to serve our
country by becoming a volunteer. These
good folks help senior citizens stay healthy
and active by working in a fitness center.
In other words, theyre taking time out of
their life to help somebody else. And the
reason 1 bring volunteering up is that if
you want to serve America, a great way
to do so is to feed the hungry, find shelter
for the homeless, help those who need
help.

Yesterday in the Oval Office, T had an
extraordinary experience. A young man
from Ghana who was born lame was basi-
cally adopted by a faith-based program here
in America, and he got a prosthesis. He’s
now a bicycler and a triathlete. He set an
example for others in his country that just
because you're lame, doesn’t mean you're
a second-class citizen.

As well, a fellow came to the Oval Office
who had as a dream of providing wheel-
chairs for those who are disabled all around
the world. He wants to lift their spirits
by giving them a chance to be mobile,
other than—so that they're not stuck on
the street corners of their cities. He real-
ized wheelchairs were too expensive. So he
designed one that will be available at a
reasonable price all throughout the—I said,
“Why are you doing it?” He said, “T heard
a call.” See, thousands of people make up
the great strength of the country. And the
strength of this country is the hearts and
souls of our citizens. If you want to serve,
volunteer. Make somebody’s life better.
Surround somebody who hurts with love,
and you'll be doing your country a great
service. I want to thank Bill and Nina for
the example they've set.

How am I doing?

Former First Lady Barbara Bush. Okay.
[Laughter]

The President. 1 want to make a couple
of points before we get to retirement secu-
rity for our seniors. First thing is, is the
people of Great Britain must understand
how strongly America stands with them
during these trying times. I'm confident,
like our country, the citizens of that country
will not be intimidated by thugs and assas-
sins. They understand what we know. They
understand what the citizens of this country
understand, is that we will hold true to
our principles of human rights and human
dignity and the freedom to worship. We're
not going to let anybody frighten us from
our great love of freedom.

For those of you who have got a loved
one who has joined the war on terror, I
want to to ask you a favor: Send them
an e-mail and tell them the Commander
in Chief is incredibly proud, and the
United States of America stands squarely
with them.

We're engaged in a global war on terror,
and we're facing an enemy that has got
an ideology based upon hate. If you're try-
ing to figure out their ideology, just think
the opposite of America. We believe in reli-
gious tolerance. We believe in equal rights
for women. We believe in human rights
and human dignity and minority rights. We
believe people ought to be able to live in
a free society and express themselves the
way they see fit.

These folks believe in a dark vision of
the world where there’s no such thing as
dissent or religious liberty. All you got to
do is think about the Taliban in Afghani-
stan, where if you spoke your mind, you
were whipped in the public square, and
young girls weren't given an education.
That's what they think, and they have de-
signs. They have goals. They want to topple
governments. They want us to retreat from
the world so they can spread their ideology
of hate.
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The only way to protect America is a
dual strategy: Onme, stay on the offense,
bring these people to justice before they
hurt us, and at the same time, spread an
ideology that competes with their ideology,
and that’s an ideology of democracy and
freedom. [Applause] Thank you.

We are laying—I just want you to know,
for those of you who have got children
and grandchildren, I firmly believe that the
actions we're taking today to defend our-
selves, by taking those actions, we're laying
the foundation of peace for generations to
come.

I want to talk about one other decision
I've made recently, and then welll get on
to Medicare and Social Security. One of
my most solemn duties is to find good,
honorable, decent people to serve on our
courts, and I did. And I had the oppor-
tunity, as you know, upon the retirement
of Justice Sandra Day O’Connor, to find
such a person. And I looked hard, and I
consulted with the Senate and interviewed
quite a few people and came to the conclu-
sion that Judge John Roberts will make a
great Supreme Court Justice.

I came to that conclusion after analyzing
his record and having a good, extensive
chat with him. He’s a man who loves our
country. He’s a man who loves his family.
He’s a person who understands what it
means to be a strict constructionist, some-
body who looks at the words of the Con-
stitution for what they are, somebody who
will not legislate from the bench.

I want to thank your United States
Senators for setting the right tone. I urge
Senators from both political parties to rise
above needless partisanship and give this
good man a fair hearing and a vote as
quickly as possible, so he can be seated
on the bench prior to the reconvening of
the Supreme Court.

It is really important that your Govern-
ment constantly make—analyzes programs
to make sure they work. And one of the
programs that I was concerned about was
Medicare, and a program I am concerned

1266

about is Social Security. I say “was con-
cerned about Medicare” because, working
with Republicans and Democrats, we have
modernized the Medicare program. And
today I want to spend a little time talking
to you about our strategy to make sure
seniors get the word that there’s a modern-
ized Medicare program now available for
them.

I say modernized because if you really
think about it—let me put it to you this
way—Medicare would pay for heart surgery
but not for the drugs that could prevent
the heart surgery from being needed in
the first place. That didn’t make any sense.
You know, you pay $100,000 for a surgery,
but not $1,000, or whatever it cost, to pre-
vent the surgery from being needed. In
other words, the system was old. It worked
well for a lot of seniors, but it was bureau-
cratic in nature. And it wasn’t working well
for a current generation of seniors. And
so I called upon the Congress to change
this. Let's do something smart on behalf
of our seniors. And today I want to talk
about the bill.

First thing that Medicare has done is
it says that if you're—when you join Medi-
care, you get preventative screenings. Put
it in Texas terms: In order to solve some-
thing, you got to diagnose it. And it makes
sense to diagnose something early, before
it gets too late. That’s what we’re now say-
ing to today’s seniors. That seems to make
sense. If you’re a taxpayer, you want to
make sure the Medicare system diagnoses
problems so we can solve them quicker.
Secondly, we've now got people covered
for screenings that can catch illnesses from
diabetes to heart disease. We're beginning
to change the system. We've provided drug
discount cards for our seniors, and it has
made a big difference for a lot of seniors.
About 6 million seniors have used those
cards, and it has been great savings for
them.

Now, what’s going to change—and this
is a voluntary program, by the way. This
a program that says, “If you're happy with



Administration of George W. Bush, 2005 / July 22

the way things are in Medicare, don’t
change. But there’s going to be some new
options available for you, some new
choices.” T happen to believe the more
choices consumers get, the better off the
consumers are. And so what weve done
with Medicare is we've said that we’ve now
got a prescription drug benefit available for
you. Starting on October the Ist, bene-
ficiaries will start receiving information
about the available plans that you can
choose from. On November 15th, the en-
rollment opens; January lst, prescription
coverage—prescription drug coverage be-
gins. So that’s the timetable.

I got my man Mark McClellan here. His
job is to make sure that seniors get the
information necessary to meet the time-
table. Part of making sure seniors have got
the information necessary to meet the time-
table is, Mother and I have come—this is
educational. We're trying to get on the TV
screens so people understand there’s some-
thing new coming in Medicare. And we're
stimulating a grassroots effort. We're going
to hear from two good folks who are in-
volved with spreading the word to our sen-
iors.

I say this is a good deal, and I really,
truly believe it is, because, first of all, on
average, beneficiaries receive over $1,300
of Federal assistance to pay for prescription
drugs. Medicare will cover 95 percent of
prescription costs after a senior has spent
$3,600. So in other words, you got a cata-
strophic plan now part of Medicare. Think
how important that is for a senior. You
sign up—you decide to look at this option.
There’s an option now available so that you
can rest assured that youre not going to
go broke because of major medical costs,
because of pharmaceuticals. In other words,
the Federal Government is saying, “We're
going to help you, and we're going to also
make sure that there’s a catastrophic plan.
And we want to help you have surety and
comfort as you get older, knowing that you
can’'t get wiped out because of prescription
drug bills.” T think this is a very important

added benefit that will be available for our
Seniors.

Low-income seniors—about a third of
our seniors will be eligible for a drug ben-
efit that includes little or no premium, low
deductibles, and no gaps in coverage. On
the average, Medicare will pay over 95 per-
cent of the prescription drug cost for these
low-income beneficiaries. It's a good deal.
This isn't—were not here to promote a
political party. We're here to promote a
good deal for our seniors. And I urge you,
if you're a son or a daughter, find out what
I'm talking about and talk to your mom
or dad or talk to your grandparents. If you
want to be involved through your church
or through a community organization, find
out about what we're talking about. And
its not hard. We've got all kinds of—1-
S800—-MEDICARE. That’s not that hard to
figure out how to call that—1-800-MEDI-
CARE or medicare.gov on the Internet.
But find out what were talking about.
Verify, and then go out and help a senior
make a right decision, the decision best
for them.

To receive assistance, low-income bene-
ficiaries need to fill out a simple applica-
tion. I know you hear Government say sim-
ple application—there’s no such thing.
[Laughter]  Actually, this is simple.
McClellan will tell you how simple it is
in a minute. I'm just telling you it’s four
pages—Ilaughterl—but the print is big.
[Laughter]

And so we'll talk a little bit about Medi-
care today. It’s changing for the good. Sen-
iors will have more options from which to
choose from, and that’s always good. Any-
time consumers get better options, it means
there’s going to be a better response to
your needs. And again, I repeat, if you're
happy the way you are—listen, I under-
stand a lot of seniors simply don’t want
to change. Theyre pretty well happy the
way things are. They shouldn’t be forced
to change, and theyre not going to be.
I'm just saying there’s something else avail-
able if you're interested. And our job is
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to make sure there’s enough information
out there to show you that it’s worthwhile
taking a look. So we'll discuss that.

I also want to talk about Social Security.
The first thing I want to say on Social
Security is, Franklin Roosevelt did a good
thing when it came to Social Security. So-
cial Security has been a really important
program, and therefore, people who are re-
ceiving Social Security today must hear this
loud and clear: Nothing is going to change
for you.

I understand the politics of Social Secu-
rity all too well. When I ran for President,
they said, “If George W. gets in there,
they're going to take away your checks.”
Well, I got in, and you're still getting your
checks. And what I'm here to tell you,
you're still going to get your checks. I don’t
care what the rhetoric is. Seniors have
nothing to worry about when it comes to
Social Security. What you better worry
about is whether or not your grandchildren
are going to get any checks.

Here’s the problem: First of all, Social
Security is a pay-as-you-go system. In other
words, there’s not a trust. Some people
think, well, Social Security is the kind of
deal where the Government takes your
money and holds it for you and then gives
it back to you when you retire. No, the
Government takes your money and spends
it. [Laughter] It’s called pay-as-you-go. You
pay, and we go ahead and spend. [Laugh-
ter] And what’s left is a file cabinet full
of IOUs to future generations. I know first-
hand about the file cabinets. I went to
West Virginia and looked at them. [Laugh-
ter] You'll be happy theyre there. [Laugh-
ter] But there’s not real assets in them.
It’s paper.

And so you got a system based upon
that, and the strains on the system is this:
Baby boomers like me—([laughter]—are
getting ready to retire. There’s about 40-
odd-million people who are receiving bene-
fits today. By the time my generation re-
tires, there’s going to be over 70 million
people. A lot of us are getting ready to
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retire, and we’re living longer. And interest-
ingly enough, we’ve been promised greater
benefits than the previous generation. So
think about that. You got a lot of people
who will living longer getting greater bene-
fits. And to compound the problem, for
the people sitting here today, particularly
the young workers, there’s fewer of you
paying into the system.

In 1950, there was about 16 workers for
every beneficiary. Today, there’s 3.3 work-
ers for every beneficiary. Soon there’s going
to be two workers for every beneficiary.
That means the pay-as-you-go system is fix-
ing to go into the red, when you think
about it. Fewer people paying for a lot
of people like me. And it starts in 2017—
the system starts paying out more benefits
than it collects.

People receiving benefits today have no
problem. You got plenty of time and plenty
of money that youre going to get what
you—what you've been promised. But I'm
here to talk to—who I'm here to talk to
are the younger folks. I want you to know
I cannot in good conscience, as your Presi-
dent, know that the system is going broke
and knowing a lot of people are working
hard to put payroll taxes into a broke sys-
tem. And so I called upon—{applause].

And I think—I'm thinking about you.
Now is the time to act on this. And I
understand some in Washington don’t want
to deal with the issue. It’'s too politically
sensitive. Well, that’s fine for someone to
think that way, but in my judgment, when
it costs 600 billion a year, every year you
wait in order to fix the system—ultimately
fix it, there’s nothing too sensitive. I mean,
we're talking about a very important pro-
gram for a lot of folks.

And so I've made some suggestions. It’s
one thing to say, “We got a problem,” but
it’s another thing to say, “We got a prob-
lem, and here’s some suggestions.” In other
words, I'm saying to the Congress, “Here’s
some ideas.” The first idea is to make sure
that future generations will receive benefits
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equal or greater than the previous genera-
tion. We can do that and make the system
whole.

Secondly, I believe that the system, at
the very minimum, ought to say to some-
body who has worked all your life, “You're
not going to retire into poverty.” I think
it's an important principle. And therefore,
I subscribe to the idea put forward, inter-
estingly enough, by a Democrat, a fellow
named Pozen, who believes that the poor-
est of our citizens ought to have their bene-
fits increased by wage, at the rate wages
increase. That’s the way all people get their
benefits today. That's one of the reasons
why the system is going to go broke: The
benefits are growing too fast, relative to
what we can afford. So I believe people
at the bottom end of the ladder ought to
be able to get their benefits based upon
wages.

I think the richest one percent ought
to have their benefits indexed on price.
And T think it ought to be scaled up in
between. And by the way, that suggestion
right there will solve, by far, the vast major-
ity of the solvency issue of Social Security.
In other words, by changing what has been
promised but making sure everybody’s ben-
efits increase, youre going to solve the
problem for younger generations of people
coming up. It's a big step toward solving
it. And with some other modifications, we
can say that we have done our duty.

So here’s some ideas for the Congress
to talk about. Now, I think the Congress
needs to—both Republicans and Demo-
crats, if they've got a better idea, bring
them forward. And we're getting some ac-
tion. There’s some good people acting in
good faith, bringing some ideas forward to
help make sure we solve Social Security
for a generation of people coming up.

But I'll be frank with you, some people
are playing politics with the issue there.
They just don’t, simply, want to do any-
thing. And in my judgment, I think the
people, the American people, when they
really figure out the problem we got in

Social Security, they're going to say to the
people who are obstructing any progress,
“That’s not what we’re interested in. We're
interested in setting aside politics and doing
something for a generation of Americans
coming up.”

I'll tell you what else we need to do.
We need to not only make sure the system
is solvent for a younger generation of
Americans—and by the way, if you're get-
ting your check, you don’t have to worry
about it. You'll notice it’s the third time
I've said it. Sometimes in this business of
ours, you've got to keep repeating yourself
in order for it to sink in.

But I tell you what else we need to do,
we need to—as we fix the system perma-
nently, we need to make it a better deal
for younger workers. I think younger work-
ers, at their option, ought to be allowed
to take some of their own money and set
it aside in a personal savings account. [Ap-
plause] Thank you.

I'll tell you why I think that. I believe
that people can do a better job than the
1.2 percent return they get on their money
in the current Social Security system. First
of all, it’s your money, and I believe that
if you're given the option, the opportunity
to take some of that money and set it aside
in a conservative mix of bonds and stocks,
that you can do a lot better than 1.2 per-
cent that we get for you. And that growth
of that money, over time, compounds and
grows. And that’s important. So step one,
the reason you ought to be allowed to do
this is you get a better deal on your own
money, and you can watch it grow.

Secondly, I believe and I know that this
is a better deal than the current Social Se-
curity system for widows. You realize that
if youre a two-working family—spouses,
both spouses work in the family and one
dies early, that eventually the sole surviving
spouse can choose the benefits from his
plan or her plan, which is ever higher, but
not both. The bottom line on what I just
told you is that somebody worked a long
time, and that money just goes away. That
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doesn’t make any sense to me. I don’t think
it’s fair. I think if the Government lets you
set aside some of your own money in an
account—I know if the Government lets
you do that, you'll have an asset that you
can pass on to your spouse.

Thirdly, I think it's important in this soci-
ety to encourage ownership. Somehow
there’s this notion that ownership ought to
be confined to a few—the investor class
is only suitable for certain folks. That’s not
what T think. I know that the more people
own an asset that they call their own, the
better off society is.

I want people from all walks of life, all
neighborhoods, if they so choose, to open
up a statement on a monthly basis, watch-
ing their assets grow, assets that the Gov-
ernment cannot take away, assets Govern-
ment can’t use for other programs through
the pay-as-you-go system, assets that they
can pass on to their loved ones, assets that
they call their own. That’s going to be good
for America when that happens.

Now, there’s a big debate about this idea
in Washington—there’s a big debate about
this idea in Washington. Let me just con-
clude by giving you this fact, and the peo-
ple of Georgia and the people of America
can make their own conclusion about the
wisdom of letting people set aside their
own money, if that’s what they choose to
do. I'm going to tell you about the Thrift
Savings Plan. It is a Federal Government
savings account passed by the United States
Congress. And guess what the Members
of the Congress said. They said, “We’d like
to set aside some of our own money as
a part of the Thrift Savings account in a
personal savings account. We want our
money to grow better. We want our assets
to be there. We want to be able to pass
our assets on to whomever we choose.”
Here’s my view. If the Thrift Savings Plan
that includes a voluntary personal savings
account is good enough for Members of
the United States Congress, it is a good
enough option of workers all across Amer-
ica.
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Ready to go? Thank you all. I just read
Mother’s mind. She said, don’t you think
you've been talking a little too long?

Former First Lady Bush. That's not what
I was thinking.

The President. Well, don’t tell them what
you were thinking, then, if that wasn't it.
[Laughter]

Former First Lady Bush. 1 was thinking
how great you look in the new brown look.

The President. About time somebody no-
ticed. [Laughter]

Former First Lady Bush. Cozy.

The President. Well, thanks for coming.
Why in the heck are you here? [Laughter]

Former First Lady Bush. I'm here be-
cause I'm worried about our 17 grand-
children, and so is my husband. They will
get no Social Security. I'm also here be-
cause—I've been dying to say this. You did
say freedom of speech; I heard you.

The President. Oops. [Laughter]

Former First Lady Bush. You better
watch out. [Laughter] 1 really think that
George W. could have just said, “To heck
with Social Security. It won’t bother me.
I'll get mine. I don’t need it,” and forgotten
the rest of the young people. I'm very
proud of him. It's a political nightmare to
talk about Social Security, and he’s got the
guts to do it. So I'm for it. [Applause]
Thank you.

The President. Is that all you got to say?

Former First Lady Bush. T've had it on
my mind. The brown suit just came up,
but—{laughter]—I'm very proud of him.

The President. You turned 80, and all
of a sudden you ran out of things to say;
it’s amazing. [Laughter] Wait a minute, she
looks great at 80.

Former First Lady Bush. 1 just don’t like
having an almost-60-year-old, white-haired
son. [Laughter]

The President. Yeah, well—you can see
where I got my white hair from. [Laughter]
Thanks for coming, Mom.

Mom is concerned about, like a lot of
other grandmoms are concerned about,
whether or not this Government has got
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the will to solve a Social Security problem.
You see, once grandmothers and granddads
understand that they're going to get their
check, the next question is, “Well, if it’s
so bad, Mr. President, how come the Con-
gress can’t come together with you and save
it for my grandchildren?” And that's what's
happening. It's going to take a while to
get people to understand the importance
of this issue. A lot of people would rather—
in Congress—say, “Well, let’s just don’t
touch it. We've got a campaign coming up,”
or something like that. Well, I just don’t
think it’s right. And I want to thank you,
Mom, for saying what you said.

Something is going to happen. One thing
that’s not going to happen is me dropping
the subject. I believe my job—and this is
what the people want in the President. I
think—I'm pretty confident they want a
President to confront problems, not pass
them on to other Presidents or other Con-
gresses.

Mark McClellan. Mark McClellan is with
us. He is Dr. Mark McClellan, by the way,
Texan, father of twins, twin daughters. Is
that right?

Mark B. McClellan. That’s right.

The President. Yes. His brother, Scott
McClellan, is the face of the administration.
His job is to handle the press corps. I think
he does a fine—do you not—yes, he does
a fine job. Thank you. I'm trying to get
a little buy-in from our brothers and sisters
in the press corps. So I've got two McClel-
lan boys with me. And Mark’s job is to
handle the Medicare rollout. What is your
job description? [Laughter]

Dr. McClellan. Well, it covers Medicare
and Medicaid, and this is a very important
time for Medicare, as you said, Mr. Presi-
dent. Medicare is about to turn 40, and
it’s, for a long time, provided help with
doctor bills and hospital bills when you get
sick. But as you said, medicine is now
about helping you stay well. So we want
to make Medicare into a new kind of pro-
gram that's a partnership with seniors or
people with disability—people who care

about our beneficiaries, so that they can
stay well and take advantage of what mod-
ern medicine has to offer. And that’s what
the prescription drug benefit and all the
other new benefits in Medicare, the vol-
untary new benefits, are all about.

The President. Yes. And so here’s the
question we're faced with: Congress has al-
ready made the decision, as did I. They
passed the law; I signed it. In other words,
this is law. We're not talking about some-
thing that might happen. This is something
that has already happened, and Congress,
in its wisdom, gave us, I think, 2 years,
if I'm not mistaken, to prepare our country,
the 42 million seniors, for new options. And
so I told Mark, “Your job is to make sure
that the 42 million seniors get the word.”

So what are you doing?

Dr. McClellan. We are on schedule to
bring those benefits to seniors on January
1, 2006, as you said. And the big challenge
right now is to make sure everybody with
Medicare and everybody and their families
and friends who care about them gets the
facts so that they can make an informed
decision. This is a voluntary new benefit,
as you said, so people need to make a
decision about it to sign up.

The President. Right, and there’s the
timetable I talked about; there’s the phone
number I talked about—1-800-MEDI-
CARE; medicare.gov.

Now, here’s what we’re—here’s part of
our strategy. First, we're appealing to the
sons and daughters of—to talk to their
mom or dad about this program. And it’s
very important—if you want to be a good
son or daughter, be responsible. Learn
what we're talking about here, study it, and
sit down with your mom and dad and talk
about whether or not they want to choose
one of the plans.

Dr. McClellan. And we can give you
some information right now. No matter
how you get your Medicare today—a lot
of people have retiree coverage, the new
Medicare benefit can help them strengthen
that coverage. A lot of people are getting
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coverage here in Georgia through a Medi-
care advantage plan, the Medicare health
plan; you can get extra drug benefits
through those plans. And a lot of people
are struggling, Mr. President, with no help
at all paying for their prescription drugs,
especially people with limited means who
are having to choose between medicine and
other basic necessities like food and rent.

The President. Talk about the program—
I've said it—come back behind me here,
on the low-income seniors.

Dr. McClellan. That's right. You said it’s
a simple application. I'll tell you one thing,
it's really simple. It’s four pages. It's 16
questions.

The President. And that four—first of all,
the four-page thing didn’t sound

Dr. McClellan. Big type.

The President. simple to some peo-
ple. All right.

Dr. McClellan. That's right. There are
a total of 16 questions. And a lot of
times

The President. Four questions a page.
[Laughter]

Dr. McClellan. That’s right. And let me
do a little bit more math.

The President. Okay, yes. [Laughter]

Dr. McClellan. The drug benefit for
lower-income people, for people with lim-
ited means—about a third of all our bene-
ficiaries are eligible—it’s worth close to
$4,000. It’s very comprehensive. It’s just
a few dollars for each prescription. So if
you do that math, that works out to about
$1,000 a page. [Laughter]

The President. A page, very good. This
is a good deal. You know, as I told a group
a while ago, they said—they hear a politi-
cian say, “It’s a good deal,” theyre think-
ing, “Yes, check is in the mail.” [Laughter]
I really want you to take this seriously. And
I expect, again, sons and daughters and
grassroots activists and people involved with
seniors to take a look at this. If you don't,
youre doing a disservice to seniors. At the
very minimum, you ought to take a look
at what were talking about. If youre a
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low-income senior, you need to get the
form and fill it out. It will help you a
lot. It will help you a lot. It's a—this is
a compassionate piece of legislation.

Now, part of our strategy is to rely upon
folks other than Government employees,
and we've got two folks involved with mak-
ing sure people understand what we're talk-
ing about. And one of them, we’re going
to start with Hugh Chancy.

Hugh, where do you live?

Hugh Chancy. Mr. President, it’s a pleas-
ure and honor to be here. I'm Hugh
Chancy. I'm from Hahira, Georgia.

The President. Hahira. How many people
in Hahira?

Mr. Chancy. We have a population of
about 1,800.

The President. That's good, yes. Three
times bigger than Crawford. [Laughter]
And your business?

Mr. Chancy. 1 have a family business.
My father was a pharmacist and started
a pharmacy in 1966, and my brother and
I inherited it. And I went off to the Univer-
sity of Georgia and married my sweetheart,
Tina Chancy. Tina and my son, Patrick and
Austin, are here with me today, the better
part of my family.

The President. Let's don’t segue to SEC
football, if you don’t mind. [Laughter]
Keep it on the subject. So you got yourself
a pharmacy

Mr. Chancy. Right, have two pharmacies.

The President. Two pharmacies.

Mr. Chancy. 1 have another pharmacy
in a small town above Hahira—Adel, Geor-

ia.

8 The President. You bet, right around the
corner. [Laughter] The reason why we've
asked you to come is because pharmacists
all across the State of Georgia understand
they have a fantastic opportunity now to
provide a good service to their customers.

[At this point, Mr. Chancy, pharmacist and
owner, Chancy Drugs, and president, Geor-
gia Pharmacy Association, Hahira, GA,
made further remarks.]
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The President. Isn’t that fantastic? I
thank you for doing that. If you're a Geor-
gia pharmacist, call your president—this
president. [Laughter] You can call me. I
don’t know if you'll get the phone call re-
turned or not, but become involved. I
mean, this is—it’s in your interest, by the
way, that people understand the new drug
benefit.

And T want to thank you for—and your
organization for providing a kindly service
to help people. You said something inter-
esting. There’s—a lot of seniors are con-
cerned about change—in other words, they
hear change, and theyre not sure if it’s
good or bad. Again, if it’s voluntary, it
ought to, first of all, help ease people’s
concerns. In other words, if youre happy
with where you are, don’t worry; nothing
changes. But at least be wise enough to
take a look and see what’s available.

And so what we're—I think you're going
to get the drift here, that we're going to
rally the grassroots all across the country
to make sure people are aware of what
is available.

Speaking about rally—good job, by the
way. You handled it well. Looking forward
to seeing the sweetheart.

Dorothy. Dorothy Leone-Glasser.

Dorothy Leone-Glasser. Yes, sir.

The President. Is that accurate?

Ms. Leone-Glasser. Close enough.

The President. Youre employed. Close
enough, well—George Z. Bush. [Laughter]
Close enough, but it's not my name.
[Laughter] Anyway:

Ms. Leone-Glasser. No, it’s Glasser.

The President. Glasser—just what I was
saying, Glasser. [Laughter] Where do you
work?

Ms. Leone-Glasser. 1 own a Wisdom of
Wellness Project company, but I'm a nurse
practitioner and a wellness counselor.

The President. Fabulous. Right here in
Atlanta?

Ms. Leone-Glasser. Yes, for 25 years.

The President. Good. And how are you
going to be involved in the Medicare pro-
gram rollout?

Ms. Leone-Glasser. 1 have been involved
for at least the last 3 years. I was involved
initially in signing up people for their pre-
scription drug can

The President. Really. Good.

Ms. Leone-Glasser. and helping en-
roll them in that. And I want people to
know how important it is with the new
Part D of Medicare that’s going to be com-
ing January Ist in 2006, that they realize
that it’s not just a prescription drug card,
but there are some other wonderful bene-
fits that are coming for Medicare recipi-
ents. And remember, this is also sometimes
children and people who are seriously ill
on disability. And they're going to be get-
ting a physical exam, like you said, to be
able to not only screen for other diseases,
but it’s part of what everyone will receive
on Medicare. And also, theyre going to
get other screenings that are going to be
so important to them.

The President. What she’s saying is, we've
modernized the program. Can you imagine
a program that didn’t provide preventive
care? It wasn’t a very modern program.
And so we’ve modernized it. This is also
a program that now provides a very good
prescription drug benefit. You know why?
Because medicine had changed, and it
seemed to make sense to bring Medicare
into the modern world. If youre going to
have a program that says were going to
give health care to our seniors, shouldn’t
it be modern? Shouldn’t it provide modern
medicine? And that’s precisely what we're
doing for our seniors, right?

[Ms. Leone-Glasser made further remarks.]

The President. Well, thanks for saying
that. Dorothy is a part of a grassroots
movement. Mark, she said we've got to
make sure that docs understand. What are
you doing to make sure docs understand?

Dr. McClellan. That’s right. Well, health
professionals are where people turn first
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for advice about anything related to their
health. The new Medicare benefits are part
of that. The pharmacists, nurses, physicians
are going to be very much involved in sen-
iors getting assistance with understanding
the new prescription drug benefit.

So we've got targeted kinds of materials.
We've worked with medical professional
groups, pharmacist groups, nursing groups,
physician groups, to have material that doc-
tors and pharmacists and nurses can use
in their practices. They don’t want any
extra burden. They're very busy taking care
of patients now. They want help for their
patients, as you just heard, so that their
patients can get the up-to-date care, and
the materials that we're giving out can help
them do that.

The President. Part of making sure our
seniors are feeling good about themselves
and life is to make sure the retirement
system works. You heard me talking about
Social Security earlier. I want to talk to
two Social Security beneficiaries—you’ve
got to speak in the mike.

Frances Heverly. 1 forget. I've never
done it.

The President. Yes, well, it’s an inter-
esting experience, isn’t it?

Mrs. Heverly. Can you hear me?

The President. I can hear you loud and
clear.

Former First Lady Bush. She’s 91.

The President. T know she’s 91, Mom.
[Laughter] She doesn’t look a day over 90.
[Laughter]

Mrs. Heverly. I'm a little over that.

The President. Are you? Frances Heverly,
where were you raised?

Mrs. Heverly. In Pennsylvania.

The President. And how did you work
your way down here to this great city?

Mrs. Heverly. Well, my family came
down here, and I didn’t have anybody left
up north, so I came down with them.

The President. Glad you're here. I want
to make sure people like Frances hear the
message that they're getting a Social Secu-
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rity check, and nothing’s going to change.
Are you getting a Social Security check?

Mrs. Heverly. I sure am, and I appreciate
it. [Laughter]

The President. So youre saying it’s an
important program.

Mrs. Heverly. It sure is.

The President. There’s a lot of people
around Georgia and around this country
who feel just like Frances does, and they
understand how important—they say the
program is important. And you’ve got to
know, I understand how important it is for
people. There’s a lot of people who rely
only on their Social Security check. And
therefore, you can imagine my concern
when I hear people say, well—to people
like Frances—You better worry, because
when they start talking about modernizing
Social Security, they're really talking about
taking away your check.” And that’s not
fair.

Are your friends worried about their
checks?

Mrs. Heverly. Not really.

The President. Good.

Mrs. Heverly. Not where I live. Every-
body is pretty happy there.

The President. That's good. [Laughter]
Now, let me ask you something. Have you
begun to hear the message that the Social
Security system is in trouble, not for you
but for a generation of people coming up?
Is that beginning to get out there?

Mrs. Heverly. Yes, yes.

The President. And do you expect some-
body to do something about it?

Mrs. Heverly. Well, T'm expecting you
to do something about it. [Laughter]

The President. In America, we have three
branches of Government. [Laughter] I am
going to try to do something about it.

Mrs. Heverly. I know you are.

The President. And you ought to keep
expecting people, not just me but people
from both political parties to do something
about it.

Mrs. Heverly. 1 agree with you.
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The President. They really ought to—
we’re not doing our job unless we do some-
thing about it. That's why I was proud to
bring it up in the State of the Union. I
don’t know, I think this may be the—I
can’t remember—I've done a lot of visits
like this around the country on Social Secu-
rity. T like them; it gets me out of town.
[Laughter] But I think it's important. Part
of my job is to educate people. As you
notice, we're talking about educating peo-
ple on Medicare. So I'm going to keeping
talking about Social Security—it’s important
for people to be educated about the prob-
lem that’s coming.

If you're a younger worker, you'd better
pay attention to this issue. I'm glad to hear
Frances say she’s comfortable with under-
standing she’s going to get her check, and
she is. But if you're a younger person, if
you're getting into the workforce right now,
I'd pay attention to this issue if I were
you, because, as you know, the first thing
that happens to you is—after you get your
first paycheck—is recovering from the
shock of that payroll tax deduction. [Laugh-
ter] Well, that's going into a system that’s
going bankrupt, and you need to hold peo-
ple to account that have asked for your
vote and that are serving for you, in order
to get this solved.

Carol, Carol Lowing.

Carol Lowing. Hello, how are you?

The President. 1 am great. Having the
time of my life, by the way. You know
why?

Mrs. Lowing. T'm really thrilled that
you're here.

The President. Thank you. I'm glad you
said, “Gosh, I wish Laura were here and
not you,” but—[laughter]—it happens all
the time.

Mrs. Lowing. Oh, I'd never say that.

The President. No, I'm saying, I'm glad
you didn’t say that, but I'm not surprised
if you would. [Laughter]

Good, you're on—getting Social Security
and Medicare.

Mrs. Lowing. Yes, definitely. I'm here
today with my husband, almost 50 years
married, and we still talk.

[Mrs. Lowing, retiree, Dacula, GA, made
further remarks.]

The President. Well, thank you. There
is misinformation, and the only way to try
to correct the truth—I mean, look, you're
going to get your checks if you've retired.
And T just got to keep saying it over and
over and over again, because the truth of
the matter is, youre right; some people
aren’t interested in these reforms, and one
way to stop the reforms is to put out misin-
formation. And people are going to get
their checks.

Now, it’s really interesting what her
grandson says—he said, “You know, go for
it.” In other words, give me a chance to
invest some of my own money. What has
changed in America is this 401(k) culture.
When I was coming up, my mother and
I never sat around and talked about 401(k)s
because they didn’t exist—or IRAs.

But our society—there’s a group of peo-
ple coming up in our society today who
are used to managing their own money.
They've seen a 401(k), and theyve seen
an IRA, and they've seen their assets grow,
and they are comfortable with managing
a mix of bonds and stocks. And by the
way, you can’t take your money, under this
idea, and put in the lottery. In other words,
there’s a go-by. These plans are managed
plans. They give you a chance to invest
in a conservative mix. We're not interested
in setting up a program and having some-
body lose it all at the dice table. That’s
not how it works.

And this has happened—people who are
in a 401(k) know what I'm talking about—
or in an IRA. And what we’re interested
in is getting a decent rate of return on
your money, because over time, it grows
and it compounds. It's called the
compounding rate of interest. And it’s im-
portant that that money be allowed to com-
pound and grow. So your grandson is wise
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in saying, “I want a chance to watch my
money grow over the next 30 or 40 years,”
money that will be a part of a retirement
account.

And so my job is to keep talking, assur-
ing seniors that youre going to get your
check. T hope your neighborhood is listen-
ing. Because theyre going to get their
check. And your grandson, obviously, is lis-
tening because he understands he isn’t
going to get one—[laughter]—unless the
Federal Government stops playing party
politics and focuses on the good of the
United States of America. That’s what we're
here to talk about.

I want to thank again—I want to thank
the Chamber for giving us a chance to
come by and say hello. I am so grateful
that we had a chance to explain to the
good folks of Atlanta and whoever else is
listening that there’s a really interesting op-
portunity for seniors when it comes to good
health care through Medicare. And there’s
an opportunity for those of us who have
entered politics to solve problems, to do
so when it comes to Social Security. These
are important issues for today’s seniors, and
they're important issues for people who are
going to retire.

In other words, this is a generational
issue. Social Security is a generational issue.
And again, I repeat, I want the youngsters
who are paying attention to this to under-
stand the consequences of inactivity. And
if you see inactivity, I would strongly urge
you to get involved in the system and let
people know that youre not happy with
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what’s going on. It’s time for us to address
this problem head on.

We're in the process of making changes
in Medicare. If you want to be involved,
please do so. Call 1-800-MEDICARE.
Find out if the program is right for your
grandmother or grandfather, your mom or
dad. If you're running a community-based
program, call 1-800-MEDICARE and find
out how we can get materials to you. If
you're interested in your church or your
synagogue Or your mosque or your religious
organization and you want to help the sen-
iors who attend there, find out what we're
talking about. Just take a look at the bro-
chures—it won't take long—and then give
somebody some good advice. Say, “Here
are the options. It's your choice to make.”
I think youre going to find this to be a
really exciting way to help our seniors get
a modernized health care system.

Thank you all for letting us come by.
May God bless you all, and may God con-
tinue to bless our country.

NotE: The President spoke at 11:58 a.m. at
the Boisfeuillet Jones Atlanta Civic Center.
In his remarks, he referred to Thomas D.
Bell, Jr., chairman of the board of directors,
and Sam A. Williams, president, Metro At-
lanta Chamber of Commerce; Gov. Sonny
Perdue of Georgia and his wife, Mary; James
W. Wagner, president, Emory University;
and Robert C. Pozen, former member, Presi-
dent’s Commission to Strengthen Social Se-
curity.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Transmitting Budget

Amendments

July 22, 2005

Dear Mr. Speaker:

I ask the Congress to consider the en-
closed FY 2006 budget amendments for the
Department of Homeland Security. These
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proposals support the Department’s organi-
zational restructuring plan, which Secretary
Chertoff transmitted to the Congress on
July 13. Overall, the discretionary budget
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authority proposed in my FY 2006 Budget
would not be increased by this reorganiza-
tion proposal.

The details of these proposals are set
forth in the enclosed letter from the Direc-
tor of the Office of Management and Budg-
et.

The President’s Radio Address
July 23, 2005

Good morning. Under the Constitution,
one of the most consequential decisions a
President makes is an appointment to the
Supreme Court. This week I was proud
to announce my nomination of Judge John
Roberts to be the Supreme Court’s next
Associate Justice.

Judge Roberts has a stellar record of
achievement. He is a man of sound judg-
ment and the highest integrity. He has the
qualities Americans expect in a judge, expe-
rience, wisdom, fairness, and civility. He
has profound respect for the rule of law
and for the liberties guaranteed to every
citizen. He will strictly apply the Constitu-
tion and laws, not legislate from the bench.

Judge Roberts currently serves on the
United States Court of Appeals for the Dis-
trict of Columbia Circuit, which is often
considered America’s second highest court.
He has also served as a top lawyer at the
Department of Justice, an attorney in the
White House for President Ronald Reagan,
and a distinguished advocate in private
practice. He gained early experience at the
Supreme Court as a law clerk to Justice
William Rehnquist. He graduated with high
honors from both Harvard College and
Harvard Law School. And as a young man
growing up in Indiana, he captained his
high school football team and worked sum-
mers in a steel mill to earn money for
college.

One of the highest honors for any lawyer
is to argue a case before the Supreme

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BusH

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this letter.

Court. In his extraordinary career, Judge
Roberts has argued a remarkable 39 cases
before the Nation’s highest court. He is
known by Democrats and Republicans alike
as a brilliant thinker, a fair-minded judge,
and a decent man. After I nominated Judge
Roberts to the Court of Appeals in 2001,
a bipartisan group of more than 150 law-
yers sent a letter to the Senate Judiciary
Committee, and here is what they wrote:
“Although as individuals we reflect a wide
spectrum of political party affiliation and
ideology, we are united in our belief that
John Roberts will be an outstanding Fed-
eral appeals court judge and should be con-
firmed by the United States Senate. He
is one of the very best and most highly
respected appellate lawyers in the Nation.”

The next step for Judge Roberts is the
Senate confirmation process. The process
is off to a good start. Since I announced
his nomination, Judge Roberts has met with
a number of Senators from both parties.
Democrats and Republicans have expressed
their respect for Judge Roberts’s qualifica-
tions and intellect, just as they did 2 years
ago when they confirmed him to be a Fed-
eral appeals court judge by unanimous con-
sent.

In the weeks ahead, the Senate will have
an opportunity to rise above partisanship.
I've spoken to Senate Majority Leader Frist
and Minority Leader Reid as well as chair-
man and ranking member of the Judiciary
Committee, Senators Specter and Leahy.
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These Senators share my goal of an orderly
and dignified confirmation process, and it
is important that Judge Roberts be con-
firmed before the Court reconvenes on Oc-
tober the 3d.

President Clinton’s two appointments to
the Supreme Court proved that the Senate
can conduct a thorough review and vote
on a nominee within a reasonable time-
table. Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg was
confirmed 42 days after the President sub-
mitted her nomination, and Justice Stephen
Breyer was confirmed 73 days after his
nomination was submitted. In both cases,
Democrats and Republicans helped move
the process forward promptly and voted to
confirm the justices, despite significant

philosophical differences.

America is fortunate to have a man of
such wisdom and intellectual strength will-
ing to serve our country. I'm grateful to
Judge Roberts’ wife, Jane, and their two
children, Jack and Josie, and I look forward
to the Senate voting to confirm Judge John
Roberts as 109th justice of the Supreme
Court of the United States.

Thank you for listening.

NoTE: The address was recorded at 7:49 a.m.
on July 22 in the Cabinet Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on July
23. The transcript was made available by the
Office of the Press Secretary on July 22 but
was embargoed for release until the broad-
cast. The Office of the Press Secretary also
released a Spanish language transcript of this
address.

Remarks on Signing the Book of Condolence at the Embassy of Egypt

July 25, 2005

President Bush. Mr. Ambassador, thank
you very much for having us. Laura and
I have come to your Embassy to express
our heartfelt sympathies for those who have
lost their lives and our strong determination
to stand with the Government of Egypt
and the people of Egypt in rejecting this
kind of violence and terror.

The people who struck in Sharm el-
Sheikh killed Muslims, innocent mothers
and dads, people who were trying to make
a living. They have no heart. They have
no conscience. They have no ideology that
is hopeful. And they have an ideology of
hate.

It was my honor to speak to your Presi-
dent, President Mubarak, and again reit-
erate my country’s strong desire to stand
shoulder to shoulder with the people of
Egypt and bring justice to those who have
killed innocent people.

Thank you for letting us come by.
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Ambassador Nabil Fahmy. Thank you,
Mr. President. Thank you, Mrs. Bush. I
want to thank you both very much and
very sincerely for coming here this morning
to share with us in this moment of remem-
brance to the people who have lost their
lives—Egyptians, foreigners—at Sharm el-
Sheikh over the weekend. I think your
presence here, your phone call to the Presi-
dent over the weekend, and also the many
Americans who have been in touch with
our Embassy in Cairo, reflect the nature
of the relationship that we have together,
as two countries working hand in hand for
peace and stability in the region, working
against terrorism.

As you are well aware, we were the tar-
gets of terrorism years ago, as you were
on 9/11. And we continue to work together,
resolute, to deal with this scourge, and ulti-
mately, hopefully, to develop in the Middle
East a region that is prosperous, stable, and
secure for all.
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I'd like to see this occasion to thank you
both and, through you, all of the American
people and to reaffirm our determination
to continue to pursue terrorism without
equivocation—and determination and re-
solve.

Thank you, sir.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 11:52 a.m. In
his remarks, he referred to President Hosni

Mubarak of Egypt.

Statement on the Launch of the Space Shuttle Discovery

July 26, 2005

On behalf of all Americans, I wish the
crew of the Space Shuttle Discovery a safe
and successful mission. Today’s launch
marks NASA’s return to flight following the
tragic loss of the Space Shuttle Columbia
crew in February 2003. I thank the men
and women of NASA who have dedicated

themselves to putting our space program
back on track. Our space program is a
source of great national pride, and this
flight is an essential step toward our goal
of continuing to lead the world in space
science, human space flight, and space ex-
ploration.

Statement on House of Representatives Passage of Small Business Health

Insurance Legislation
July 26, 2005

I applaud the House of Representatives
for passing the “Small Business Health
Fairness Act,” which will increase the avail-
ability of Association Health Plans. AHPs
are a fair, innovative, and commonsense ap-
proach to make health insurance more af-
fordable and accessible, one of my top do-
mestic priorities. By letting small businesses
join together to buy insurance at the same

discounts big companies get, this bill will
help workers and their families have more
health care choices and obtain greater sav-
ings. This change is overdue, and I urge
the Senate to follow the House’s lead and
pass this good legislation this year.

NOTE: The statement referred to H.R. 525.

Statement on the Innovations in American Government Award

July 27, 2005

I am pleased that my administration’s Of-
fice of Management and Budget has re-
ceived the Kennedy School’s Innovation in
American Government Award for its Pro-
gram Assessment Rating Tool. 1 congratu-
late the hard-working employees at OMB

for winning this award and implementing
our management agenda. Taxpayer money
should be spent wisely or not at all, and
I am proud of the progress we have made
to improve management and focus on re-
sults. We are changing the way the Federal
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Government thinks about program manage-
ment and budgeting. We still have work

to do, and improving the effectiveness of

Government and providing good value to
taxpayers will continue to be a top priority
of my administration.

Statement on the Asia-Pacific Partnership on Clean Development and

Climate
July 27, 2005

The United States has joined with Aus-
tralia, China, India, Japan, and South Korea
to create a new Asia-Pacific partnership on
clean development, energy security, and cli-
mate change. This new results-oriented
partnership will allow our nations to de-
velop and accelerate deployment of cleaner,
more efficient energy technologies to meet
national pollution reduction, energy secu-
rity, and climate change concerns in ways

that reduce poverty and promote economic
development. The six Asia-Pacific partners
will build on our strong history of common
approaches and demonstrated cooperation
on clean energy technologies. I have di-
rected Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice
and Secretary of Energy Sam Bodman to
meet with their counterparts this fall to
carry forward our new partnership and pro-
vide direction for our joint work.

Statement on House of Representatives Passage of the Dominican
Republic-Central America-United States Free Trade Agreement

July 28, 2005

I am proud that the House of Represent-
atives has acted to advance America’s eco-
nomic and national security interests by
passing the CAFTA-DR  agreement.
CAFTA helps ensure that free trade is fair
trade. By lowering trade barriers to Amer-
ican goods in Central American markets to
a level now enjoyed by their goods in the
U.S., this agreement will level the playing
field and help American workers, farmers,
and small businesses. The agreement is

more than a trade bill; it is a commitment
of freedom-loving nations to advance peace
and prosperity throughout the Western
Hemisphere. We have a moral obligation
and a vital national security interest in help-
ing the democracies of Central America
and the Dominican Republic succeed, and
CAFTA furthers that goal. I look forward
to signing this important legislation into
law.

Statement on House of Representatives Passage of Medical Liability

Reform Legislation
July 28, 2005

I am pleased that the House of Rep-
resentatives has again passed medical liabil-
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ity reform legislation. The Nation’s medical
liability system is badly broken, as frivolous
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lawsuits are threatening access to quality
health care and raising health care costs
for all Americans. The medical liability cri-
sis is driving up health care costs through
higher insurance premiums, higher medical
bills, and the practice of defensive medi-
cine. This crisis also is imposing substantial
costs on the Federal Government and all
taxpayers who bear the cost of Medicare

Memorandum on Reimbursement to
Representative

July 28, 2005

Memorandum for the Director of the Office
of Management and Budget

Subject: Reimbursement to the Office of
the United States Trade Representative

Pursuant to the authority in title IIT of
division H of Public Law 108-447, the
Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2005, and
in section 108 of title 3, United States
Code, I hereby authorize the transfer from
the appropriation, “Unanticipated Needs:”

To Amount
Executive Office of the President,
Office of the United States Trade $493,000

Representative

and Medicaid. The liability crisis is driving
good doctors out of medicine and leaving
patients in many communities without ac-
cess to both basic and specialty medical
services. This is a national problem that
deserves a national solution. For the sake
of all Americans, it is time for the Senate
to pass meaningful medical liability reform
legislation.

the Office of the United States Trade

To defray expenses incurred by the mis-
sion of the United States Trade Represent-
ative to Geneva for additional security re-
quirements.

I hereby determine that this expenditure
is necessary to meet unanticipated needs
in furtherance of the national interest.

GEORGE W. BUSH

NoTE: This memorandum was released by
the Office of the Press Secretary on July 29.

Remarks on Signing the Patient Safety and Quality Improvement Act of

2005
July 29, 2005

Welcome. Good morning. In a few mo-
ments, I'll have the honor of signing the
Patient Safety and Quality Improvement
Act of 2005. This bill is a critical step to-
ward our goal of ensuring top-quality, pa-
tient-driven health care for all Americans.

With this law, well be able to obtain
more accurate information about medical
treatments. And by providing doctors with
information about what treatments work

and what treatments cause problems, we
will reduce medical errors that injure and
cause the deaths of thousands of Americans
each year.

I commend the Members of Congress
for their hard work in passing this piece
of legislation. This has been a productive
week for the United States Senate and the
House of Representatives. I'm looking for-
ward to signing an energy bill that will en-
courage conservation, increase domestic
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production, and help reduce our depend-
ence on foreign oil. I'm looking forward
to signing a highway bill that will strength-
en our transportation infrastructure and im-
prove the safety of our roads and create
jobs.

I appreciate the House and the Senate
for passing the Central American-Domini-
can Republic Free Trade Agreement that
will level the playing field for America’s
goods as well as promote democracy in our
hemisphere. All these bills are good bills.
They’re good for the people of this country.
And I appreciate their hard work in getting
them to my desk.

I want to thank the Secretary of Health
and Human Services for joining us, Mike
Leavitt. I appreciate Senator Bill Frist, the
majority leader, Dr. Bill Frist. [Laughter]
I want to thank Committee Chairman Mike
Enzi, Senator Judd Gregg, and Ted
Kennedy and Jim Jeffords for their good
work in the United States Senate on this
piece of legislation. I appreciate my friend
from Texas, Joe Barton—Congressman Joe
Barton and Nathan Deal and Mike Bilirakis
for joining me here today as I sign this
piece of legislation.

I want to thank Dr. Edward Hill, who
is the president of the American Medical
Association, straight out of Mississippi.
[Laughter] 1 appreciate Dr. Sophia Smith,
who is the Children’s National Medical
Center, Dr. Janis Orlowski, who is the sen-
ior vice president of the Washington Hos-
pital Center, and Susan Mintz—Suzanne
Mintz, the president of the National Family
Caregivers Association. Thank you all for
coming. I also want to welcome our profes-
sionals who are here with us today.

The Patient Safety and Quality Improve-
ment Act will help ensure that Americans
continue to benefit from the greatest med-
ical system in the world. To maintain the
highest standards of care, doctors and
nurses must be able to exchange informa-
tion about problems and solutions. Yet in
recent years, many doctors have grown
afraid to discuss their practices because
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they worry that the information they pro-
vide will be used against them in a lawsuit.

This bill will help solve that problem.
This is a commonsense law that gives legal
protections to health professionals who re-
port their practices to patient safety organi-
zations. By providing critical information
about medical procedures, doctors and
nurses can help others learn from their ex-
periences. That’s why I said it’s a common-
sense law. By making essential information
more available across America, we will help
ensure that patients benefit from the best
medical treatment, no matter where they
live. That seems to make sense to me.

This bill builds on other commonsense
reforms were making to the American
health care system. By providing a new
Medicare prescription drug benefit, were
giving seniors more choices and helping
them get the medicine they need. By mak-
ing health savings accounts more broadly
available, we’re helping more Americans
own and control their own health coverage.
By increasing funding for community health
centers, we're helping the poor and the
uninsured get the quality health care they
deserve and need.

We'll continue working to improve our
health care system. To make it easier for
employers to offer coverage to their work-
ers, we must allow small businesses to join
together to buy insurance at the same dis-
counts that big businesses can do. To re-
duce costs and improve care, we must har-
ness the power of information technology
to computerize health records.

And we've got to stop the frivolous law-
suits that are running up the cost of medi-
cine and driving good professionals out of
this important profession. We need medical
liability reform now. The bill I sign today
is an example of people coming together
to do what’s right for the country.

Again, I want to thank the Members of
Congress who are here. It is now my honor
to sign this good bill into law.
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NOTE: The President spoke at 10:09 a.m. in
Room 450 of the Eisenhower Executive Of-

fice Building. S. 544, approved July 29, was
assigned Public Law No. 109-41.

Statement on Congressional Passage of Energy Legislation

July 29, 2005

I applaud the Congress for today’s pas-
sage of an energy bill that will help secure
our energy future and reduce our depend-
ence on foreign sources of energy. The en-
ergy bill will increase conservation and effi-
ciency, diversify our energy supply with al-
ternative and renewable sources, expand
domestic energy production in environ-
mentally sensitive ways, and modernize our
electricity infrastructure. Four years ago, I

Statement on Congressional Action on
]uly 29, 2005

I congratulate the Congress for com-
pleting a highway bill that will improve
highway safety, modernize our roads, re-
duce traffic congestion, and create jobs. I
am pleased that Congress met these objec-
tives in a fiscally responsible way and with-
out raising gas taxes. This important legisla-

The President’s Radio Address
July 30, 2005

Good morning. This year Congress and
I have addressed many key priorities of the
American people, and we’re making great
progress.

At the start of the year, I urged Congress
to ease the burden of junk lawsuits on
American workers, businesses, and families,
so Congress passed, and I signed bipartisan
class-action reform. We called for restoring
integrity to the bankruptcy process, so Con-

called for a national energy plan to address
our Nation’s energy needs for the 21st cen-
tury. The bipartisan energy bill passed
today will give America a comprehensive
national energy strategy for the first time
in more than a decade and is critically im-
portant to our long-term national and eco-
nomic security. I look forward to signing
it into law.

Highway Legislation

tion will help provide the funding needed
to carry out overdue work on critical high-
way and transportation projects, and it will
strengthen and modernize the transpor-
tation networks vital to America’s continued
economic growth. I look forward to signing
it into law.

gress passed, and I signed commonsense
reform of our Nation’s bankruptcy laws. I
requested vital funds for our men and
women in uniform, so Congress passed, and
I proudly signed critical legislation to give
our troops the resources they need to fight
and win the war on terror.

This past week has brought even more
progress, with four major achievements.
First, I signed into law a patient safety bill
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that will improve our health care system
by reducing medical errors. Second, Con-
gress came to an agreement on a highway
bill that will improve safety, modernize our
roads and bridges, and create jobs. Third,
Congress passed the Central American-Do-
minican Republic Free Trade Agreement.
This historic agreement will reduce barriers
to American goods, services, and crops, and
make our Nation more secure by strength-
ening the young democracies in our neigh-
borhood.

Finally, after years of debate, Repub-
licans and Democrats in Congress came to-
gether to pass a comprehensive energy plan
that will reduce America’s dependence on
foreign sources of energy. This bill will en-
courage conservation and efficiency, in-
crease domestic production, promote alter-
native and renewable resources, and mod-
ernize the electricity grid. I thank the
Members of Congress who worked so hard
on this vital legislation, and I look forward
to signing it into law.

As Members of Congress return home
for their August recess, I plan to travel
to seven States around the country. I will
talk to Americans about our growing econ-
omy. Thanks to the tax relief we passed
and the spending restraint, our economy
today is growing faster than any other
major industrialized country. The unem-
ployment rate is down to 5 percent, lower
than the average of the 1970s, 1980s, and
1990s. We created more than 2 million jobs
in the past 12 months. More Americans
are working today than ever before in our
Nation’s history.

The 2005 deficit is projected to be $94
billion less than previously expected, and
we're now ahead of the pace needed to
meet my goal of cutting the deficit in half
by 2009.

We have more to do, and I will not be
satisfied until every American who wants
to work can find a job. I look forward to
talking to the American people about our
plans to continue strengthening the eco-
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nomic security of America’s seniors and
working families.

During August, I will also meet with our
troops and their families and update the
American people on the latest develop-
ments in the war on terror. We have a
comprehensive strategy in place. We're im-
proving our homeland security and intel-
ligence. The House renewed the key provi-
sions of the PATRIOT Act that were set
to expire at the end of this year, and I
call on the Senate to do the same.

We're also spreading freedom, because
free countries are peaceful. And we're stay-
ing on the offensive against the terrorists,
fighting them abroad so we do not have
to face them here at home.

I also urge Members of the Senate to
use August to prepare to act on my nomi-
nation of Judge John Roberts to serve on
the Supreme Court. This talented and ca-
pable man will fairly interpret the Constitu-
tion and laws, not legislate from the bench.
Judge Roberts’s time on the DC Circuit
Court, his service at the Department of
Justice and at the White House in two ad-
ministrations, his impressive career as a top
attorney in private practice, and his stellar
academic and legal background dem-
onstrate why Americans of all points of
view have expressed their support for him.

One of the highest honors for any lawyer
is to argue a case before the Supreme
Court. In his extraordinary career, Judge
Roberts has argued a remarkable 39 cases
before the Nation’s highest court. I look
forward to working with the Senate in the
weeks ahead so that Judge Roberts can re-
ceive a timely and dignified hearing and
be confirmed before the Court reconvenes
on October the 3d.

Our achievements so far this year show
how much can be done when we come
together to do what is right for the Amer-
ican people. When Congress returns in
September, I will continue to work with
the Republicans and Democrats to build
on this good progress for all Americans.

Thank you for listening.
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NoTE: The address was recorded at 7:36 a.m.
on July 29 in the Cabinet Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on July
30. The transcript was made available by the
Office of the Press Secretary on July 29 but

was embargoed for release until the broad-
cast. The Office of the Press Secretary also
released a Spanish language transcript of this
address.

Remarks to Reporters at the National Naval Medical Center in Bethesda,

Maryland
July 30, 2005

President’s Health/Visit With Marines

The President. 1 just finished two things.
One, I had my physical, and I'm feeling
pretty good. It's a great hospital to come
to to get your physical.

But I also visited with some brave ma-
rines who have been wounded. It’s a re-
markable experience to meet with these in-
credibly courageous souls who keep their
spirit. And I understand why they’re serving
the country. I met with their parents. I
met with the healers who work here at
Bethesda. It's a—it’s such a great credit
to our country to have a place such as
this.

So I want to thank you for having me,
and thanks for giving me my physical.

Rear Adm. Robinson. Youre welcome,
sir.

The President. Thank you.

Q. How’s your health, sir?

The President. She’s going to put out the
return. I think youll find it'’s pretty good.
Thank you.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 12:16 p.m.
Participating in the visit was Rear Adm.
Adam M. Robinson, Jr., USN, commander,
National Naval Medical Center. A tape was
not available for verification of the content
of these remarks.

Remarks to the National Scout Jamboree at Fort A.P. Hill, Virginia

July 31, 2005

Daniel, thank you for your introduction.
It's such an honor to be here. Laura and
I join Americans across our country in ex-
tending our sympathy and prayers to the
families of the Scout leaders who lost their
lives so tragically earlier this week. The
men you lost were models of good citizen-
ship, leaders who stepped forward to serve
a good and selfless cause. As Scout leaders,
they devoted themselves to helping young
men develop the character and skills they
need to realize their dreams. These men
will always be remembered for their leader-

ship and kindness. And you Scouts honor
them by living up to the ideals of the scout-
ing they served.

Daniel, I want to thank you for your
introduction. I appreciate the Scouts pick-
ing a fellow Texan to introduce me.

I want to thank Congresswoman Jo Ann
Davis for her leadership. I don’t know if
you realize this, but she sponsored legisla-
tion in the House of Representatives to en-
sure that the Boy Scouts are granted equal
access to public lands.
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I want to thank the president of the Boy
Scouts, John Cushman; Roy Williams, the
chief scout executive; Fran Olmstead, the
chairman of this fantastic jamboree. I also
want to thank Major General Jay Yingling,
who is the commander of the—Fort A.P.
Hill. General, thank you and all your troops
for making sure this jamboree was a great
success.

Here at the 16th National Scout Jam-
boree, youre carrying on a tradition that
dates back almost seven decades. President
Franklin Roosevelt came to the first jam-
boree in 1937. I don’t think he rode in
the same kind of helicopter I did, though.
[Laughter] You know, I was looking for-
ward to coming last week, but the thunder-
storms got in the way. So I appreciate the
rain check. [Laughter] It's a fantastic sight
to look out on more than 30,000 young
men wearing the uniform of the Boy
Scouts.

At this base there are Scouts from all
50 States plus Puerto Rico, Guam, the Vir-
gin Islands, and countries from all around
the world. As a former Cub Scout from
Midland, Texas, I'm especially glad to be
here with the Texas Scouts. [Applause]
Sounds like you brought a big delegation
this year.

Coming to this jamboree gives me great
confidence in the future of our Nation. For
nearly 100 years, Boy Scouts have set a
high standard of service and duty to God
and country. Millions of Americans have
pledged the Scout oath, “On my honor,
I'll do my best.” And through the genera-
tions, Scouts have made America a stronger
and better nation.

Scouts have excelled in fields from
science to business to education to the arts.
Scouts have earned Olympic Gold Medals,
Nobel Prizes, and Academy Awards. Thou-
sands of Scouts have shown the highest
form of patriotism, by going on to wear
the uniform of the United States military.

The first Scout Jamboree was held in
Washington, DC, and Scouts have felt at
home in the Nation’s Capital ever since.
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More than half of the current Members
of the United States Congress participated
in the Scouts. One of the Capital's most
famous Scouts is President Gerald Ford.
He first saw Washington just a few years
after he earned his Eagle badge and even-
tually became the first Eagle Scout to call
the White House his home.

As President, I have the privilege to work
with Scouts every day. When I come to
the Oval Office in the morning, the first
person I see is a Scout, my Chief of Staff,
Andy Card from the State of Massachu-
setts. Down the hall is Vice President Dick
Cheney, a Boy Scout from Casper, Wyo-
ming. And across the river at the Pentagon
sits an Eagle Scout from Illinois who Amer-
icans count on to “be prepared”—Secretary
of Defense Donald Rumsfeld.

These Scouts have a lot of things in com-
mon, and one of the most important is
that they all benefited from the influence
of a caring adult early in their lives. Across
America, Scoutmasters and volunteers de-
vote long hours to building the knowledge
and integrity of our Scouts. It’s not always
an easy job. When I was a Cub Scout,
my mother was our den mother. It’s about
the time her hair turned white. [Laughter]
I want to thank the Scoutmasters of Amer-
ica and the volunteer Scouters for taking
the time to care. I want to thank you for
your leadership and thank you for setting
such a good example for a new generation
of Scouts.

When you join a Scout troop and put
on the Boy Scout uniform you make a
statement. Your uniform is a sign that
you're a certain kind of citizen, trustworthy,
loyal, helpful, friendly, courteous, kind,
obedient, cheerful, thrifty, brave, clean, and
reverent. These are the values of scouting,
and theyre important values for America.
By working to live up to them, you're
bringing great credit to yourselves and to
our Nation.

Coming to this jamboree is a great way
to practice the values of Scout law. And
when you get back home, there are a few
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lessons you might keep in mind. The first
one is one you've probably heard before,
and it’'s one of the most valuable lessons
I've learned: Listen to your mother. I didn’t
have much choice. Mom always has a way
of speaking her mind. When I paid atten-
tion, I benefited. And that’s how it still
works. Listen, you may not always agree
with your mother, but think of it this way:
The first voice you heard is always worth
listening to.

Second, always remember where you
come from and what you believe. At times
you may come across people who say that
moral truth is relative or call a religious
faith a comforting illusion. They may ques-
tion the values you learn in scouting. But
remember, lives of purpose are constructed
on the conviction there is right, and there
is wrong, and we can know the difference.

In the years ahead, you will find that
indifferent or cynical people accomplish lit-
tle that makes them proud. You'll find that
confronting injustice and evil requires a vi-
sion of goodness and truth. You'll find that
many in your community, especially those
younger than you, look to you as an exam-
ple of conduct and leadership. For your
sake and for the sake of our country, I
hope you'll always strive to be men of con-
viction and character.

Finally, your life will grow in meaning
when you serve a cause greater than your-
self. There’s a wise saying: We make a liv-
ing by what we get; we make a life by
what we give. That truth is expressed well
in the Scout slogan: Do a good turn daily.
When you help someone in need, youre
making America more hopeful, one heart
and one soul at a time. And you're answer-
ing the call to love a neighbor just like
you'd like to be loved yourself.

Every day, every day Scouts are showing
that the greatest strength of America lies
in the hearts and souls of our citizens.
Through your Good Turn for America ini-
tiative, Scouts have given more than 1.4
million hours of volunteer service this year
alone. In Nebraska, Scouts have made more

than 11,000 pocket-size flags to send to
troops serving overseas. In California, Boy
Scouts donated money they raised for sum-
mer camps to help victims of the tsunami
in Asia. In Louisiana, Scouts collected five
tons of food to donate to a food bank.
In Florida, Boy Scouts and Cub Scouts
worked together to clean up the roads be-
fore the Super Bowl. And right here at
the National Jamboree, Scouts are working
with Habitat for Humanity to build a home
for a Virginia family in need. On behalf
of a grateful nation, I thank the Boy Scouts
for serving on the frontline of America’s
armies of compassion.

Another organization devoted to service
is USA Freedom Corps. I created the USA
Freedom Corps in 2002 to match willing
volunteers with opportunities in their com-
munities. If youre interested in serving
America, if you're listening to my speech
today to the Boy Scouts, call up
usafreedomcorps.gov to find out ways that
you can join other kind-hearted Americans
across our Nation to mentor children, to
assist the elderly, to clean up the neighbor-
hoods and perform countless acts of gen-
erosity. This year, Laura is going to work
with organizations like the Boy Scouts to
lead an initiative called Helping America’s
Youth.

The Boy Scouts are recognizing our call
to service with a special honor. I was
pleased to accept the Good Turn for Amer-
ica award on behalf of the millions of vol-
unteers all across our country who are help-
ing this country be a hopeful place. By
making a commitment to service, to integ-
rity, and to good citizenship, all of you are
showing your gratitude for the blessings of
freedom.

You also understand that freedom must
be defended, and I appreciate the Scouts’
long tradition of supporting the men and
women of the United States military. Your
generation is growing up in an historic
time, a time when freedom is on the
march. And America is proud to lead the
armies of liberation. I believe we're laying
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the foundations of peace for decades to
come.

And that’s not the only reason I'm opti-
mistic about the decades ahead, because
I'm standing in front of America’s future
leaders. When you follow your conscience
and the ideals you have sworn as a Scout,
there is no limit to what you can achieve
for our country. Continue to make right
choices in life. Continue to set high stand-
ards. Continue to be a leader.

Thanks for hosting me tonight. May God
bless you all, and may God continue to
bless the United States of America.

NoTE: The President spoke at 7:19 p.m. In
his remarks, he referred to Eagle Scout Dan-
iel Valella of Dallas, TX, who introduced the
President; John C. Cushman, president, and
Roy L. Williams, chief scout executive, Boy
Scouts of America; Fran Olmstead, chair-
man, and Maj. Gen. John Yingling, task force
commander, 2005 National Scout Jamboree.

Remarks on the Recess Appointment of John Bolton as Ambassador to the

United Nations
August 1, 2005

The President. Nearly 5 months ago, I
nominated John Bolton to be America’s
Ambassador to the United Nations. I chose
John because of his vast experience in for-
eign policy, his integrity, and his willingness
to confront difficult problems head-on. I
told the Nation that John Bolton would
provide clear American leadership for re-
form at the United Nations. I told them
that he would insist upon results.

The United States Senate held thorough
confirmation hearings, and a majority of
United States Senators agree that he is the
right man for the job. Yet because of par-
tisan delaying tactics by a handful of Sen-
ators, John was unfairly denied the up-or-
down vote that he deserves.

As a result, America has now gone more
than 6 months without a permanent Am-
bassador to the United Nations. This post
is too important to leave vacant any longer,
especially during a war and a vital debate
about U.N. reform. So today I've used my
constitutional authority to appoint John
Bolton to serve as America’s Ambassador
to the United Nations. John Bolton will
be an important member of my State De-
partment team, led by Condoleezza Rice.
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I'm sending Ambassador Bolton to New
York with my complete confidence. Ambas-
sador Bolton believes passionately in the
goals of the United Nations Charter, to ad-
vance peace and liberty and human rights.
His mission is now to help the U.N. reform
itself to renew its founding promises for
the 21st century. He will speak for me on
critical issues facing the international com-
munity, and he’ll make it clear that Amer-
ica values the potential of the United Na-
tions to be a source of hope and dignity
and peace.

As he embarks on his new assignment,
Ambassador Bolton will bring tremendous
wisdom and expertise. Over the past two
decades, John Bolton has been one of
America’s most talented and successful dip-
lomats. He’s been a tireless defender of
our Nation’s values and a persuasive advo-
cate for freedom and peace. As a senior
leader at the State Department in the
1980s and 1990s, he brought people to-
gether to achieve meaningful results at the
United Nations, from resolving payment
issues to helping rally the coalition in the
Persian Gulf war to repealing a shameful
resolution that equated Zionism with rac-
ism. And over the past 4 years as Under



Administration of George W. Bush, 2005 / Aug. 1

Secretary of State, he’s shown valuable
leadership on one of the most urgent chal-
lenges of our time: preventing the spread
of weapons of mass destruction.

Ambassador Bolton takes up his duties
at a time of opportunity for the United
States and the United Nations. America
and the U.N. are working to spread democ-
racy, relieve hunger, and assist the victims
of disaster. We've delivered hope to mil-
lions suffering from HIV/AIDS and other
deadly diseases. We've helped to lay the
groundwork for two landmark events in the
history of liberty, the free elections of Af-
ghanistan and Iraq. Ambassador Bolton will
work to build on that progress by helping
the U.N. continue to find effective new
ways to match its good intentions with good
results.

As the newest member of America’s dip-
lomatic corps, Ambassador Bolton will de-
fend our Nation’s interests with character
and resolve that were instilled early in life.
John’s father was a firefighter. His mother

was a homemaker who took her son to
the public library to show him the value
of education. I know that Jack and Virginia
Bolton would be proud today to see the
boy they raised in Baltimore appointed to
serve as our permanent representative to
the United Nations.

I'm grateful to John’s wife, Gretchen, for
being here with us and to the entire Bolton
family for their service and sacrifice.

Mr. Ambassador, thank you for agreeing
to serve your Nation once again, and con-
gratulations.

[At this point, Ambassador Bolton made
brief remarks.]

The President. Thanks, John. Appreciate
you.

All right, thank you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:01 a.m. in
the Roosevelt Room at the White House.
The transcript released by the Office of the
Press Secretary also included the remarks of
Ambassador Bolton.

Statement on the Death of King Fahd bin Abd al-Aziz Al Saud of Saudi

Arabia
August 1, 2005

I was deeply saddened to learn today
of the death of King Fahd bin Abd al-
Aziz. Al Saud, Custodian of the Two Holy
Mosques and King of the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia. King Fahd was a man of wis-
dom and a leader who commanded respect
throughout the entire world. He was a
friend and strong ally of the United States

for decades. As King, he had warm friend-
ships with American Presidents. I send my
condolences and those of the American
people to King Abdallah, to the late King
Fahd’s family, and to the Saudi people on
the passing of this historic figure. May God
bless him.
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Statement Congratulating King Abdallah bin Abd al-Aziz Al Saud of Saudi

Arabia
August 1, 2005

On behalf of the United States, I con-
gratulate my friend King Abdallah bin Abd
al-Aziz Al Saud on assuming the Saudi
throne and the position of Custodian of
the Two Holy Mosques. We wish Saudi

Statement on the Death of First Vice
Mabior of Sudan
August 1, 2005

I was deeply saddened to learn of the
death of Sudanese First Vice President Dr.
John Garang de Mabior. He was a visionary
leader and peacemaker who helped bring
about the comprehensive peace agreement,
which is a beacon of hope for all Sudanese.
The United States is determined to main-
tain our commitment to the peace process
in Sudan. We urge all Sudanese people to
refrain from resorting to violence and to

Arabia peace and prosperity under his lead-
ership. I have spoken today to the new
King, and the United States looks forward
to continuing the close partnership between
our two countries.

President Dr. John Garang de

continue the implementation of the com-
prehensive peace agreement. John Garang’s
vision of peace must be embraced by all
the people in Sudan so that they can live
in a democratic, peaceful, and united coun-
try. On behalf of the people of the United
States, Laura and I extend our deepest
sympathies to Dr. Garang’s wife, Rebecca,
his family, and to all the people of Sudan.

Telephone Remarks to the Crew of the Space Shuttle Discovery

August 2, 2005

The President. Commander Collins, can
you hear me?

Commander Eileen M. Collins. Yes, sir,
we hear you loud and clear. Good morning.

The President. Good morning. Thank you
for taking my phone call. I just wanted
to tell you all how proud the American
people are of our astronauts. I want to
thank you for being risktakers for the sake
of exploration. I want to welcome our Japa-
nese and Australian and Russian friends.
And I wish you Godspeed in your mission.
I know you’ve got very important work to
do ahead of you. We look forward to seeing
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the successful completion of this mission.
And obviously, as you prepare to come
back, a lot of Americans will be praying
for a safe return.

So it’s great talking to you. Thanks for
being such great examples of courage for
a lot of our fellow citizens.

Commander Collins. Thank you very
much, Mr. President. We want to tell you
that we really enjoy what we're doing. We
really believe in our mission, and we be-
lieve in space exploration and getting peo-
ple off the planet and seeing what’s out
there. So the steps that we're taking right
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now are really worth it, and we want every-
body to know that. And thank you very
much for taking the time out of your busy
schedule to talk to us.

The President. Well, listen, I want to
thank you, Commander, and thank your fel-
low astronauts there. I agree with you. I
think what you're doing is really important.
And you’ve got a strong supporter for your
mission, here in the White House. I will
tell you Laura went down and watched the
launch in Florida with my little brother Jeb
and came back all excited about the energy
that—there on the east coast of Florida.

But we're with you and wish you all the
very best. Thanks for taking my phone call.
Now get back to work.

Commander Collins. Thank you very
much, sir. We did fly over Texas today and
had a good look at it. It was beautiful.
Have a good day.

The President. Thank you. [Laughter]

NoTE: The President spoke at 10:23 a.m.
from the Roosevelt Room at the White

House. In his remarks, he referred to Gov.
Jeb Bush of Florida.

Remarks on Signing the Dominican Republic-Central America-United
States Free Trade Agreement Implementation Act

August 2, 2005

Thanks for the warm welcome. Welcome
to the White House. Last week, Congress
passed the Central American-Dominican
Republic Free Trade Agreement. I want
to thank the Republicans and Democrats
who came together to support this impor-
tant agreement. The bill I'm about to sign
is good for America. I'm pleased that Con-
gress has taken a step to eliminate the bar-
riers to America’s goods and crops to 44
million customers.

I welcome the opportunity to make our
Nation more secure by strengthening our
ties with democracies that share our belief
in free markets and free government. I ap-
preciate the vision and leadership of Bob
Zoellick and Rob Portman and the many
others who worked hard to get this agree-
ment passed. I want to thank the Secretary
of State, Condi Rice, for the outstanding
job she’s doing on behalf of the American
people. I want to thank Secretary Mike
Johanns from the Department of Agri-
culture for joining us. And Stephanie, thank
you for being here. I appreciate Secretary
Carlos Gutierrez of the Department of
Commerce for his good work.

We’re honored to be joined by the chair-
man of the Senate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee, Dick Lugar. I appreciate you com-
ing, Senator. I'm honored you're here. Sen-
ator Norm Coleman, who is the chairman
of the Foreign Relations Committee, West-
ern Hemisphere Subcommittee. I appre-
ciate Congressman Clay Shaw, who is the
chairman of the House Ways and Means
Trade Subcommittee. I'm honored that
these three Members of Congress are
standing with us today.

I appreciate los Embajadores from the
Central American countries, Ambassador
Duenas, Ambassador Stadthagen, Ambas-
sador Espinal, Ambassador Castillo de Gua-
temala. By the way, Espinal is Dominican
Republic; Ambassador Stadthagen is from
Nicaragua; Duenas is from Costa Rica. I
appreciate Ambassador Leon from El Sal-
vador, who is with us. I want to thank
the Special Envoy Garcia from Honduras.
I appreciate Anna Escobar, who is the Vice
President of El Salvador, for joining us.
Bienvenidos. And 1 want to thank Jose
Insulza, who is the Secretary General of
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the Organization of American States, for
joining us. Welcome.

All of us in this room understand that
to keep our economy growing and creating
jobs, we need to open markets for Amer-
ican products overseas. All of us understand
that strengthening our economic ties with
our democratic neighbors is vital to Amer-
ica’s economic and national security inter-
ests. And all of us understand that by
strengthening ties with democracies in our
hemisphere, we are advancing the stability
that comes from freedom.

Right now Central American goods face
almost no tariffs when they enter the
United States. By contrast, U.S. exports to
Central America still face hefty tariffs
there. CAFTA will end these unfair tariffs
against American products and help ensure
that free trade is fair trade.

By leveling the playing field for our
products, CAFTA will help create jobs and
opportunities for our citizens. As CAFTA
helps create jobs and opportunity in the
United States, it will help the democracies
of Central America and the Dominican Re-
public deliver a better life for their citizens.
By further opening up their markets,
CAFTA will help those democracies attract
the trade and investment needed for eco-
nomic growth.

This economic growth will boost demand
for U.S. goods and reduce poverty and con-
tribute to the rise of a vibrant middle class.
This economic growth will raise working
standards and will deliver hope and oppor-
tunity to people who have made the choice
for freedom. The more opportunity that
Central Americans have at home to provide
for themselves and their families means it’s
less likely that someone looking for a job
will try to come to this country illegally.

By strengthening the democracies in the
region, CAFTA will enhance our Nation’s
security. Two decades ago, many of the
CAFTA nations struggled with poverty and
dictatorship and civil strife. Today, theyre
working democracies, and we must not take
these gains for granted. These nations still
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face forces that oppose democracy, seek to
limit economic freedom, and want to drive
a wedge between the United States and
the rest of the Americas. The small nations
of CAFTA are making big and brave com-
mitments, and CAFTA is a signal that the
United States will stand with them and sup-
port them. By helping the CAFTA nations
build free societies, we'll help them elimi-
nate the lawlessness and instability that ter-
rorists and criminals and drug traffickers
feed on. And this will make our country
safer.

CAFTA is more than a trade bill; it is
a commitment among freedom-loving na-
tions to advance peace and prosperity
throughout the region. As the oldest de-
mocracy in the Western Hemisphere, the
United States has a moral obligation and
a vital national security interest in helping
democracies in our neighborhood succeed,
and CAFTA advances this goal.

And to ensure that the 2Ist century is
one of prosperity and freedom and security,
my administration will continue to work to
strengthen democracy and open markets for
American exports all across the world.

And now it's my honor to invite the
Members of the Congress to join me as
I sign the legislation that will implement
the Central American-Dominican Republic
Free Trade Agreement.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:15 a.m. in
the East Room at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to former U.S. Trade
Representative  Robert B. Zoellick; U.S.
Trade Representative Robert J. Portman;
Stephanie Johanns, wife of Secretary of Agri-
culture Johanns; Costa Rica’s Ambassador to
the U.S. Tomas Duenas; Nicaragua’s Ambas-
sador to the U.S. Salvador Stadthagen Icaza;
the Dominican Republic’s Ambassador to the
U.S. Flavio Dario Espinal Jacobo; Guate-
mala’s Ambassador to the U.S. Guillermo
Castillo; El Salvador’s Ambassador to the
U.S. Rene Antonio Leon Rodriguez; and
Special Envoy Norman Garcia of Honduras.
H.R. 3045, approved August 2, was assigned
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Public Law No. 109-53. The Office of the
Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of these remarks.

Statement on Signing the Department of the Interior, Environment, and
Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2006

August 2, 2005

Today, I have signed into law H.R. 2361,
the “Department of Interior, Environment,
and Related Agencies Appropriations Act,
2006.” This bill appropriates funds for FY
2006 for the Department of the Interior,
the Forest Service of the Department of
Agriculture, the Indian Health Service of
the Department of Health and Human
Services, the Environmental Protection
Agency, and several smaller agencies.

Provisions of the Act that purport to re-
quire congressional committee or individual
leaders™ approval prior to execution of the
law shall be construed as calling solely for
notification, as any other construction
would be inconsistent with the principles
enunciated by the Supreme Court of the
United States in INS vs. Chadha. These
provisions include language under the
headings “United States Fish and Wildlife
Service, Administrative Provisions,” “Na-
tional Park Service, Construction,” “De-
partmental Management, Salaries and Ex-
penses,” “Natural Resources Damage As-
sessment and Restoration, Administrative
Provisions,” “Forest Service, Wildland Fire
Management,” “Administrative Provisions,
Forest Service,” “Administrative Provisions,
Indian Health Service,” and “Administrative
Provisions, Smithsonian Institution,” as well
as sections 130, 405, 421, 422, and 435
of the Act.

Provisions of the Act, such as language
under the headings “National Park Service,
Historic Preservation Fund,” “Environ-
mental Protection Agency, State and Tribal
Assistance Grants,” and “Administrative
Provisions, Smithsonian Institution,” pur-

port to require execution of the Act in con-
sultation with congressional committees.
The executive branch shall construe this re-
quirement in a manner consistent with the
Constitution’s grant to the President of ex-
clusive authority to faithfully execute the
laws and supervise the unitary executive
branch. Further, sections 101 and 102 pur-
port to require the President to submit sup-
plemental appropriations requests. The ex-
ecutive branch shall construe these sections
in a manner consistent with the President’s
constitutional authority to recommend for
congressional consideration such measures,
including requests for appropriations, as he
judges necessary and expedient.

Finally, in language under the headings
“State and Tribal Assistance Grants,” Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency,” and “De-
partment of Health and Human Services,
Indian Health Services,” the Act purports
to require that certain funds be spent con-
sistent with the joint explanatory statement
of managers and an instruction in a Senate
report. These documents do not satisfy the
constitutional requirements of bicameral
approval and presentment to the President
needed to give them the force of law.

GEORGE W. BusH
The White House,
August 2, 2005.

NotEe: H.R. 2361, approved August 2, was
assigned Public Law No. 109-54. An original
was not available for verification of the con-
tent of this statement.
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Memorandum on the Tenth Quadrennial Review of Military Compensation

August 2, 2005

Memorandum for the Secretary of Defense

Subject: Tenth Quadrennial Review of
Military Compensation

Consistent with section 1008(b) of title
37, United States Code, every 4 years the
President directs a complete review of the
principles and concepts of the compensa-
tion system for members of the uniformed
services. You shall conduct the tenth such
Quadrennial Review of Military Compensa-
tion as my Executive Agent.

The Army, Navy, Marine Corps, and Air
Force in the Department of Defense; the
Coast Guard in the Department of Home-
land Security; the commissioned corps of
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration in the Department of Com-
merce; and the commissioned corps of the
Public Health Service in the Department
of Health and Human Services perform im-
portant roles in the protection of the Amer-
ican people and advancement of their inter-
ests at home and abroad. To continue to
recruit and retain highly qualified personnel
for the uniformed services as they trans-
form themselves to meet new challenges,
the departments concerned must offer, in
addition to challenging and rewarding du-
ties, compensation appropriate to the serv-
ices rendered to the Nation. The depart-
ments also must apply the substantial tax-
payer resources devoted to uniformed serv-
ices compensation in the most effective
manner possible.

In the review of the principles and con-
cepts of the compensation system, par-
ticular attention should be paid to:
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(1) ensuring that personnel in the uni-
formed services have the abilities and
experience necessary to meet the
challenges expected in the future, es-
pecially with respect to the War on
Terror, defense of the homeland, and
public warning and health in emer-
gencies;

(2) maintaining the quality of life for
members of the uniformed services
and their families;

(3) the potential for consolidation of spe-
cial pays and bonuses into fewer,
broader, and more flexible authorities
and for the substantial reduction or
elimination of  community-specific
continuation and career pays in favor
of more flexible and effective com-
pensation alternatives;

(4) the potential need for enactment of
broader and more flexible authorities
for recruitment and retention of uni-
formed services personnel; and

(5) the implications of changing expecta-
tions of present and potential mem-
bers of the uniformed services relating
to retirement.

Please ensure that the Secretaries of
Commerce, Health and Human Services,
and Homeland Security participate as ap-
propriate in the conduct of the review. I
look forward to reviewing your findings and
recommendations in this important under-

taking.

GEORGE W. BUSH
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Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of Emergency Regarding

Export Control Regulations
August 2, 2005

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), provides
for the automatic termination of a national
emergency unless, prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President pub-
lishes in the Federal Register and transmits
to the Congress a notice stating that the
emergency is to continue in effect beyond
the anniversary date. In accordance with
this provision, I have sent the enclosed no-
tice to the Federal Register for publication,

Remarks to the American Legislative
Texas
August 3, 2005

Thank you all. Thank you all. Please be
seated. Earl, thanks for the warm introduc-
tion. Thanks for the invitation, and thanks
for the award. And I appreciate your lead-
ership of ALEC. Good leaders make good
decisions. You made a good decision bring-
ing this convention to Texas. [Laughter]

I'm pleased to be with the members of
ALEC, and I want to thank you for serving.
And T want to thank your families for
standing by you as you serve. I appreciate
you putting your community and your State
and your Nation ahead of your self-interest.
I also appreciate the philosophy you
espouse, philosophy rooted in free enter-
prise, accountability for local officials at all
levels, and your focus on results. I used
to work with some ALEC members when
I was Governor of the great State of Texas.
I see a couple of them sitting around here.
I appreciate you all coming. The thing I
found about ALEC members is theyre al-
ways willing to challenge the status quo,
to espouse what I call a compassionate con-

stating that the emergency caused by the

lapse of the Export Administration Act of

1979, as amended, is to continue in effect

for 1 year beyond August 17, 2005.
Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BUSH

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Richard B. Cheney, Presi-
dent of the Senate. The notice is listed in
Appendix D at the end of this volume.

Exchange Council in Grapevine,

servative philosophy, a philosophy that says,
“Government if necessary but not nec-
essarily Government.”

And so, thanks for having me. Thanks
for serving, and thanks for the invitation.
Laura sends her best. She is the—she’s
down there in Crawford, and she is—I got
to tell you, she’s a great First Lady, is what
she is, and a great wife.

I see the speaker and Nadine Craddick
from Midland, Texas. I think one of the
reasons why Laura is admired is because
she has never forgot where she came from
or how she was raised. She’s proud of Mid-
land, Texas. She’s carrying those Midland,
Texas, values to Washington, DC. And she’s
a great mom, great wife, and a great First
Lady. I want to thank—thank you, Tommy
Craddick, who is the speaker of the
house—of the Texas house is with us. And
Speaker, youre doing a great job. Proud
of your accomplishments, proud to be with
you today.
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I want to thank Duane Parde, the execu-
tive director. I want to thank the members
of the Texas host committee.

I want to thank the Congress folks who
are here today. I see a couple of you out
there, a couple of Texas Congressmen,
Feeney from Florida, and Culberson is
here. Thank you all for coming. I want
to thank former Senator John Breaux from
Louisiana for joining us. John, thanks for
being here.

I asked Breaux to help out on simplifying
the Tax Code. It needs to be simplified,
and—looking forward to seeing your report.
[Laughter] But thanks for serving.

In Washington, we’re working on two
great goals, one, strengthening our econ-
omy, so people can realize their dreams;
and defending this country. And we're mak-
ing good progress on both. This economy
of ours is strong. It is getting stronger, and
the amazing thing is to remember where
we have come from. We went through a
recession and a stock market correction and
a terrorist attack and corporate scandals
and war. And in spite of that, this economy
is growing at some of the highest levels
ever.

In 2003, growth was at the highest levels
in nearly 20 years. Our economy today is
growing faster than any other major indus-
trialized nation in the world. We've added
2 million new jobs in the last 12 months.
More people work today than ever before
in our Nation’s history. Employment is up
in 48 of the 50 States. Unemployment is
down to 5 percent. That's below the aver-
age rate of the 1970s, 1980s, and 1990s.
The entrepreneurial spirit is strong. More
people own a home today than ever before
in our Nation’s history. Our tax relief plan
is working.

This week’s report shows that both per-
sonal income and consumer spending grew
rapidly in June. Real disposable personal
income has grown by about 12 percent
since the end of 2000. You know, some
have questioned in Washington whether or
not you can cut taxes and increase revenues
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for the Treasury. Well, I don’t know if you
saw the report that came out—recently
came out. It showed that the Federal def-
icit is projected to be $94 billion less than
previously expected. And that’s because
revenues are catching up. And the reason
revenues are catching up is because the
tax cuts stimulated economic vitality and
growth all across the country. I laid out
a goal for the Congress to work with the
administration to cut the deficit in half by
2009, and we're ahead of pace to realize
that goal.

At the State level, there’s some good
news. You've seen the effects of the grow-
ing economy on your revenue. State reve-
nues in the first quarter of 2005 increased
11.7 percent from the prior year; 42 States
have received more in revenue than ex-
pected, which tells me that we need to
work together to make sure were wise
about how we spend that money.

Part of making sure that our economy
continues to grow is to pass budget resolu-
tions that are fiscally sound. And that’s
what we did in Washington, DC. T sub-
mitted the first budget to propose a cut
in nonsecurity discretionary spending since
Ronald Reagan was the President. And I
appreciate the action in the United States
House of Representatives and the United
States Senate to pass a budget resolution
that adhered to those principles. And now
the appropriators must follow the guide-
lines of the budget. To keep this economy
growing, we must not overspend at the
Federal level.

I set out some priorities this winter, pri-
orities to adhere to our principle that the
role of Government is not to create wealth;
the role of Government is to create an en-
vironment in which the entrepreneurial
spirit can flourish, in which dreamers can
be—realize big dreams. And as they do,
they’ll employ more of our fellow citizens.

I'm proud to report to you that were
making headway when it comes to legal
reform. We've got too many junk lawsuits
that make it hard for people to create jobs
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in America. We passed class-action reform.
We passed bankruptcy reform—hope we
can get asbestos reform done. I tell you
one other thing we need to get done in
Washington, DC, this fall. For the sake of
good health care, to make sure health care
is available and affordable, Congress needs
to pass medical liability reform and get it
on my desk.

I told the United States Congress this
country needs to develop an energy strat-
egy. We should have done that 10 years
ago. We should have developed a strategy
that would help us diversify away from for-
eign sources of oil. And finally, after years
of work, I'm proud to announce I'll be
signing next week a comprehensive energy
bill. And it’s a good piece of legislation.
It's a legislation that encourages domestic
production. It's a piece of legislation that
encourages conservation. Its also a piece
of legislation that recognizes, over time, we
must diversify away from our dependence
on hydrocarbons. That's why were now
promoting nuclear energy. It makes sense
for this country to use safe, clean nuclear
power.

We've got plenty of coal in America.
We're now spending the money to make
sure we burn it wisely so that we can pro-
tect our environment. In this bill, we've
got good clean coal technology research
and development. I believe that the best
way to end our dependence on foreign
sources of energy is to figure out how to
use different kind of automobiles. And I
believe hydrogen power is going to be the
source of power that will allow us to diver-
sify over time. And this bill is good about
promoting research and development for
hydrogen automobiles.

Some of you from the Midwest may re-
member we had a problem with our elec-
tricity grid. This is a bill that modernizes
the electricity grid and gets rid of old laws
that prevent utilities from being able to
raise money efficiently in the capital mar-
ket. This is a good piece of legislation. It’s
a legislation that sets us on our way for

independence from foreign sources of oil.
I'm proud to sign it next week in New
Mexico, and I want to thank the Members
of the House and the Senate for getting
it done.

Congress recently passed the patient
safety bill which improves health care by
reducing medical errors. Congress passed
the highway bill. We had a little problem
getting that bill done over the last couple
of years because we had a disagreement
about the right number. I felt that the
number ought to be fiscally—a fiscally re-
sponsible number. We worked hard with
Members of the Senate and the House.
I'll be proud to sign a fiscally responsible
highway bill next Wednesday in the State
of Illinois.

Finally, I campaigned across this country
telling people, I believe in free trade and
fair trade. I hope we all understand the
importance of opening up markets for U.S.
products. If you're good at something, you
ought to be selling those products, not only
here at home but around the world. And
we're really good at certain things. We're
great at growing crops, for example. We're
good at growing soybeans, and therefore,
it seems to make sense that the administra-
tion ought to be working hard to opening
up markets for our soybean growers and
our manufacturers and our entrepreneurs
and our high-tech folks.

We had a problem in our hemisphere
about trade. I don’t know if you realize
it or not, but most of the goods from Cen-
tral America came into this country duty-
free. Yet 80 percent of our goods were
taxed through tariffs in Central American
countries. That didn’t seem to make sense
to me. It certainly wasn't fair. All I say
to people is, you treat us the way we treat
you. If your goods can come into our mar-
kets duty-free, our goods ought to be able
to go into your markets duty-free.

And that’s the spirit of the CAFTA legis-
lation that I signed yesterday. It recognized
that free trade must be fair trade. And the
piece of legislation I signed is going to help
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people find jobs here in America. It’s going
to make it easier for us to sell our products
to 44 million consumers.

But CAFTA was more than a trade bill.
CAFTA was a statement about democracy
in our own neighborhood. We entered into
a pact, a long-term pact with new democ-
racies, countries that not all that long ago
were wrestling with civil strife and dictator-
ships. These young democracies turned to
America, and said, “We want to be allied
with you through an economic trade pact.”
And by passing that bill, the United States
of America made a clear statement to those
young democracies that we stand with you.
We will help you develop free markets and
free societies. We will help you stand as
you struggle to build your democracy. It’s
in our national interest that democracy pre-
vail in our neighborhood.

So we got some stuff done, and I want
to thank you all for your support in this
legislation. I also want to thank you for
standing strong when it comes to insisting
that there be high standards and account-
ability in our public school systems. I was
proud to sign the No Child Left Behind
Act. It's what I call challenging the soft
bigotry of low expectations. If' you do not
have high standards and if you do not
measure, people just simply get shuffled
through the system. That’s not what we
believe. And I told you earlier I was proud
of ALEC because of your results-oriented
nature. You believe in results.

I believe in local control of schools, and
that’s inherent in the No Child Left Behind
Act. It says, “You measure. You court
your—chart your course to excellence.” But
I also believe in results, and when we
spend money at the Federal level, I expect
people who are spending that money to
show the taxpayers results. And that's why
we're measuring. That’s why we want to
know whether a child can read and write
and add and subtract. It’'s not too much
to ask. You shouldn’t be afraid to ask that
question to your local educators and school
boards. You ought to say, “Listen, we trust
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you. We believe in you. We support you,
but why don’t you show us.” See, you can’t
correct a problem until you diagnose a
problem.

Inherent in the No Child Left Behind
Act is our belief that we've got to diagnose
problems before you can solve problems.
And by the way, it's working. There’s an
achievement gap in America. We've got too
many young African American kids who
aren’t reading at the proper grade level,
relative to Anglo kids. But because of the
No Child Left Behind Act and because of
good teachers and because of good leader-
ship at the State level, that achievement
gap is narrowing, and America is better off
for it.

I want to thank you for your support
of the Faith-Based and Community Initia-
tive. We understand that Government can’t
love. Government can pass law. Govern-
ment can hand out money, but Govern-
ment cannot put heart—hope in a person’s
heart or a sense of purpose in a person’s
life. That's done when a loving citizen puts
their arm around somebody who hurts and
says, “How can I help you? What can I
do to make your life better? The true
strength of America lies in the hearts and
souls of our fellow citizens. That’s our
strength. Our strength can be found in the
armies of compassion which exist all across
America.

ALEC understands that the best way to
bring hope into the dark corners of our
country, the best way to bring optimism
into people’s lives is to stand squarely on—
side by side with faith-based organizations
and community-based organizations whose
members have heard that call to love a
neighbor just like you'd like to love—be
loved yourself.

At the Federal level, we’ll continue to
open up Federal money for grant purposes
for faith-based programs. And at the same
time, we will not allow bureaucracies to
say to a faith-based program, “You can’t
practice your faith.” We're saving lives in
America because we're unleashing the great
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compassion of America, the people of
America, and the people whose hearts are
right. I'm honored to be standing with good
folks who understand that we can save
America, one heart, one soul, and one con-
science at a time. So I want to thank you
for your support of the faith-based initia-
tives.

I hope Congress gets a good rest because
they got a lot of work to do when they
get back. The Senate has got work to do,
starting with the confirmation of a fine
man, Judge John Roberts. John Roberts is
highly qualified. He’s one of the best appel-
late attorneys in the United States. He has
argued 39 cases before the Supreme Court.
I nominated him to the DC District Court,
and he was approved by unanimous consent
in the United States Senate. That means
nobody objected. I spent time with John
Roberts. He’s a good family man. He has
got a good way about him, a good modest
fellow who is plenty bright. But most im-
portantly, John Roberts is a man who will
interpret the law—interpret the law based
upon the United States Constitution, and
he will not legislate from the bench.

The Senate needs to conduct this hearing
in a way that brings credit to the Senate.
They need to have a good, honest debate
about Judge Roberts. But I hope it’s done
in a way that brings dignity to the process.
And they must be deliberate, but they also
must hear this call: Roberts needs to get
his hearing done and the confirmation com-
pleted so he can be seated before the Su-
preme Court reconvenes in early October.

Congress needs to continue debating So-
cial Security. Let me tell you about what
I think my job description is. I think my
job is to confront problems, not pass them
on to future Presidents and future Con-
gresses. I know that’s what the American
people expect of their leaders, and I see
a problem in Social Security. I'm part of
the problem. I'm fixing to retire. [Laughter]
Matter of fact, my retirement age is in
2008. That’s when I'm eligible for Social
Security. It's a convenient year. [Laughter]

And I'm not the only one. There’s a lot
of us who are eligible to retire. We're
called the baby boomers. There’s about 40
million people today receiving Social Secu-
rity. By the time the baby boomers like
me get completely retired, there will be
about 75 million. In other words, a lot—
there’s a lot of us. And we're living longer
than previous generations. Matter of fact,
I think I'm going to ride the old mountain
bike this afternoon in Crawford to make
sure I live longer—{laughter]—if I can sur-
vive the heat.

We've been promised greater benefits
than the previous generation. People went
around the country saying, “Vote for me.
I'll increase your Social Security benefits.”
And sure enough, that’s one of the prom-
ises that Congress kept. You've got a lot
of people living longer, getting greater ben-
efits, with fewer people paying in the sys-
tem. In the early fifties, there was about
16 workers to every beneficiary. Today,
there’s 3.3 workers for every beneficiary.
Soon there’s going to be two workers for
every beneficiary. If you look at the cash
flow analysis, you'll find that the system
goes red in 2017.

And by the way, it is a pay-as-you-go
system. Some people think it’s a trust fund.
The trust fund concept means we take your
money; we hold it; and we give it back
to you. No, this isn’t the way it is. It is
a pay-as-you-go. You pay. We go ahead and
spend. [Laughter] You pay. We pay—you
pay your payroll taxes, and we go ahead
and pay for the benefits. And with money
left over, we fund Federal programs. And
all that’s left is a file cabinet full of IOUs.
Somebody told me that, and I went to
West Virginia to see it for myself, and sure
enough, it's still there—paper, promises.
No, the system in 2017, goes in the red.
In 2042, it’s bankrupt.

So my first question to Members of Con-
gress is, how can you go back to your dis-
tricts, when you look at the facts, and stand
up in front of young workers and look them
in the eye and say, “Man, the future is
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bright for you,” knowing full well somebody
is going to be paying payroll taxes into the
system that’s going broke? I certainly can’t
do that. And that's why I stood up in front
of the Congress and said, “We've got a
problem. Let’s work together to fix it,” and
have gone around the country describing
to the people the nature of the problem.
The system is going broke is what is the
problem.

Secondly, I've done something most
Presidents haven’t done and that is put out
some solutions. First of all, if you were
born prior to 1950, nothing is going to
change for you, and that’s important for
those of you who are interested in the sub-
ject to remind your mothers and fathers
or some of the elderly in your districts—
nothing changes. I understand older people
don’t like change, and therefore, when they
hear, Social Security reform, it makes them
nervous. As a matter of fact, some folks
who don’t want to see any Social Security
reform at all have used that leverage—they
go into people’s districts and say, “George
W. is going to take your check away.” It’s
not going to happen. There’s plenty of
money for the senior citizens.

It’s the younger workers who are coming
up who better be paying attention to this
issue. It’s the younger folks who are coming
up who are going to have to pay for people
like me who are going to live longer and
get more benefits than the previous genera-
tion. And so I said, “Why don’t we go
ahead and come up with a system that says
you're going to get your benefits if you're
a poor person based upon wage increases,
and if youre a wealthy person, you get
your benefits that increase based upon the
cost of living increases, and you scale it
in between?” And that solution or that sug-
gestion nearly solves all of the permanency
problems in Social Security. Listen, if
you're a younger—somebody told me about
a survey about the younger folks said
they're more likely to see a UFO than a
Social Security check. [Laughter] Well, if
you believe that, it seems like it makes
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sense to have a system that if you're doing
all right, it increases your benefits based
upon cost of living. That means you're
going to get a check, and it's going to be
at least increasing at the rate of cost of
living.

We've got a lot of politics in Washington
these days, though. People don’t want to
discuss the idea. It’s kind of zero-sum up
there when it comes to big issues. By the
way, as we're talking about how to make
the system permanently fixed, seems like
to me now is the time to make sure it
turns out to be a better deal for younger
workers too. I strongly believe that younger
workers ought to be allowed to take some
of their own money and put it in a personal
savings account, so they can watch their
money grow at a rate greater than that
which the Government can grow their
money, a personal account they call their
own, a personal account the Government
cannot spend, a personal account they can
pass on to whomever they want.

We believe in ownership. We understand
that the more people that own their home
or own their own business or own and
manage their own health care account or
own and manage their own retirement ac-
count, the more people that do that, the
better off America is. If you own some-
thing, you have a vital stake in the future
of this country. Now is the time to perma-
nently fix Social Security, and now is the
time to trust people with their own money,
to give people a chance to build an asset
base they call their own.

I told you about old Johnny Breaux and
his tax reform. When Congress gets back,
I think they ought to do two things. One,
I think they ought to make the tax cuts
we passed permanent. And that includes
getting rid of the death tax forever. And
as I mentioned, I'm looking forward to the
tax simplification ideas. It’s not going to
be easy, but it's necessary. And John is
a good man, and he’ll work with his fellow
citizens on that panel, both Republicans
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and Democrats, to propose some inter-
esting ideas for the administration and Con-
gress to look at. It's important. It's a big
idea, and it’s a necessary idea.

I'll tell you another big idea. We've got
to do something about our immigration
laws. Our obligation is to secure the bor-
ders. We've got to make sure that we have
the resources and technologies available for
our Border Patrol agents. We've got to
make sure we have a focused strategy to
prevent people, goods, drugs, whatever,
being smuggled into this country. That’s
one of our duties. And I meet with
Chertoff quite frequently. He’s the head
of the Homeland Security. We do talk
about how best to modernize the border
security. One way to protect this border
is to recognize that people are sneaking
in here to work. And I believe that if you
are a willing employer—in other words, if
you have somebody looking for work and
you can’t find an American, there ought
to be a legal way, not an illegal way, a
legal way for you to be able to employ
that person.

Listen, we’d rather have people coming
in with a card that said, “I'm a legal work-
er,” than trying to sneak across the border.
And weve got people being smuggled
across—there is a whole smuggling network
and a network of forgers a